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HAT Derby is to the south of 

the county, Chesterfield is in a 

lesser degree to the northeast- 

ern portion. It is the center of 

a mining district; and conse- 
quently its originally pretty surroundings 
are not in some cases as eesthetic in char- 
acter as might be desired. But the town it- 
self is clean and exceedingly picturesque. 
It has a big old-time-looking market place, 
which-must have witnessed strange scenes 
during the many centuries of its exist- 
ence; but which is young in comparison 
with some of the timbered houses of Plan- 
tagenet days, which exist here as at Rep- 
ton. 

It was in one of these houses —a curi- 
ous old place with projecting eaves—that 
Harrison Ainsworth was staying when he 
conceived the plot and wrote the earlier 
chapters of ‘‘Rookwood.’’ The house he 
had in his mind as the home of the Rook- 
woods is said to be Wingerworth Hall, a 
big white mansion standing on a hillside 
about three miles from the town. It is 
well worth visiting if only for the won- 
derful collection of trophies of battle and 
the chase to be seen on the walls 
of its long corridors. 

The great curiosity of Chester- 
field is, however, the crooked 
spire of the parish church. In 
most places it would be consid- 
ered a great eye-sore, but the 
Chesterfield folks have all their 
lives been accustomed to it, and 
ake a certain modest pride in 
its possession. In one way it isa 
‘it of asham, as it is not con- 
tructed of stone but of timber 
heavily leaded. Its apparent de- 
viation from the perpendicular 
is much greater than the reality, 
much of the effect being caused 
by the mode in which the leaden 
coating was laid on the timber. 

There are various old tradi- 
tions as to the origin of the 
twist. One is to the effect that a 
witch who was being carried off 
by the Arch Fiend to her final 
doom contrived to clutch hold of 
the spire in passing and was 
miraculously enabled to hold on 
till rescued by the nearest avail- 
able saint, although the fiend ex- 
erted such force as to twist the 
spire. A prettier tradition is that 
the spire crooked itself in bow- ~ 
ing to a bride-elect who had nev- 
ry through her life been known 
to do an unkind thing or say an 
unkind word; and that it will 
remain crooked till another maid 
of whom the same can be said 
‘nters the church to be married. 

About two miles away at the 
village of Whittington there is a 
sublic house bearing the name 
of ‘*The Cock and Pynot;’’ the 
sign-board showing a finely-col- 
ored rooster on whose tuil is 
perched a magpie. At the old 
original ‘‘Cock and Pynot,’’ 


which stands nearly opposite but is now a 
private house, is to be seen the parlor in 
which the first Duke of Devonshire and 
other notables laid their heads together 
for the overthrow of James II. The place 
is generally known as ‘‘The Revolution 
House.’’ 

There are several mills in. and about 
Chesterfield, but none of them is of excep- 
tional interest. The old mill at Brough in 
the extreme north of the district used to 
be held at one time on a rather peculiar 
tenure; the tenant under the crown being 
required ‘‘to attend the king in Derby- 
shire on horseback, carrying on his wrist 
a heron falcon.’’ That in itself,was by no 
Means an uncommon form of tenure, the 
peculiarity at Brough lying in an adden- 
dum that ‘‘if his horse die the king shall 
give him another.’’ 

There is nothing in the document to 
show whether the gift depended on the 
owner being in actual attendance on the 
king at the time of the horse’s death, or 
whether it was understood that the king 
was always to keep his tenant supplied 
with a horse. In the latter case the tenant 





would certainly have the best of the bar- 
gain—an uncommon occurrence when deal- 
ing with royalty, at any rate in those 
days. 

A short distance from Brough is Hath- 
ersage, the churchyard of which is one of 
the claimants for being the last resting 
place of Little John, Robin Hood’s lieu- 
tenant. The spot is marked by two small, 
upright stones about ten feet apart, the 
distance between them being held as a 
pond of the authenticity of the grave, 
zittle John having been a man of great 
stature. But it is more than probable 
that the two stones belong to different 
graves as it is scarcely likely that a grave 
over ten feet in length would be consid- 
ered necessary for a man whose stature 
= not more than seven feet at the out- 
side. 

This, however, need not be taken as im- 
plying adoubt as to the popular outlaw 

eing buried there. He was undoubtedly 
a native of Hathersage, and his bow at 
one time adorned one of the walls of the 
church. 

About a mile from the village is a large 
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Elizabethan farm house, once the resi- 
dence of a prominent Roman Catholic 
family of the name of Eyre. Part of the 
house and the adjoining chapel were de- 
stroyed by a Protestant mob near the end 
of the 17th century when religious fanat- 
icism on both sides ran high. 

The leading feature of the house inter- 
nally is the fine staircase which entirely 
encircles the central hall. Near Grindle- 
ford Bridge, about three miles from Hath- 
ersage on the Sheffield road, is an ancient 
British fort known as Carl’s Wark, and 
in close proximity the remains of what 
must have been a very remarkable 
‘*Druid’s Circle,’’ the stones being of great 
size, and their position, near the edge of 
a high plateau, a very impressive one. 

To the eastward of Chesterfield are Bol- 
sover Castle, Hardwicke Hall, and the dis- 
trict bordering Sherwood Forest already 
described in the Northwestern Miller, 
while to the west lies the mountainous 
district known as The Peak, about which 
I hope to say something on a future occa- 
sion. 

On the edge of the Peak country—and 
often reckoned as within it—is 
Matlock, one of the two great 
Derbyshire health resorts. It lies 
in and along the sides of a lovely 
winding valley, which only 
needs a broad navigable river, 
instead of the narrow stream of 
the Derwent, to be a pocket 
Rhineland. There are the same 
lofty crags—in Derbyshire called 
Tors—rising out of the woods, 
while the old Rhine castles are 
represented by the numerous Hy- 
dros for which Matlock is famous. 

Chief among the crags is the 
High Tor which rises to a height 
of nearly 400 feet. In a cottage 
near the foot of this rock thére 
lived in the first half of the last 
century a noted character named 
Phoebe Brown, who seems to 
have combined the tastes and ac- 
complishments of both sexes. 
She possessed great strength and 
could lift a hundredweight in 
each hand. She was a skilled vet 
and horse breaker and could turn 
her hand to any kind of outdoor 
work. On the other hand, she 
was an accomplished musician: 
could pick up at once any new 
kind of women’s fancy work, 
and was ofa most romantic dis- 
position. Her epitaph runs 
‘*Here lies romantic Phoebe; 

Half Ganymede, half Hebe. 

A maid of mutable condition, 

A jockey, cow-herd and musician.” 

Besides its crags, which afford 
plenty of mild climbing to fre- 
quenters of the Hydros and to 
casual visitors—of which latter 
class there are at times rather 
too many of the Vandal type— 
Matlock possesses a number of 
caverns, natural and artificial, 
among them, an old lead mine 
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that was worked by the Romans. A couple 
of miles to the southeast of Matlock is Lea 
Hurst, formerly the home of Florence 
Nightingale. It is in the Elizabethan style 
of architecture, and of very picturesque 
appearance; and, though really of quite 
modern erection, might very well be taken 
for real ‘‘Tudor’’ and not mere imitation. 
This effect is heightened by situation, the 
fine old trees looking as if they had grown 
up round the house instead of the house 
having been planted among them. 

Not far from Lea Hurst is Cromford, 
the seat of the Arkwrights, descendants 
of the inventor of the spinning jenny. 
At Willersley, close by, is a curious look- 
ing stone bridge across the Derwent, the 
arches at one side being round and at the 
other pointed. Westward from this bridge, 
above the road to Wirksworth are some 
fantastic shaped rocks adorning the sum- 
mit of a high cliff. In the twilight or 
moonlight they bear a strong resemblance 
to the hulls of old battle ships, and some 
very weatherworn pine trees which over- 
top them in places might—with the aid of 
a little imagination—be taken for the re- 
mains of rigging. 

At Wirksworth itself, which originally 
existed as a Roman mining settlement, 
lived Elizabeth Evans; the female preach- 
er from whom George Eliot drew the char- 
acter of Dinah in ‘‘Adam Bede.”’ A little 
to the east is Crich Cliff, a dome-shaped 
hill of very peculiar appearance, from 
which there is a glorious prospect when 
the collieries and works of the adjacent 
district of Clay Cross allow it to be seen. 

One bit of the view is very curious. In 
the valley on the Wirksworth side are to 
be seen railway, high road, river and canal 
all running for a short distance parallel 
with one another, like broad lines ruled 
with different shades of chalk. From the 
summit of the hill they all look to be on 
much the same level, but they are really 
on four different levels, and this is seen at 
Bull Bridge a little farther south where 
the road, railway and canal cross the riv- 
er; the railway being above the road and 
the canal above the railway. 

At Wingfield to the east of Crich are the 
ruins of the old Manor House in which 
Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned be- 
fore being sent to Fotheringay. It was at 
Wingfield that she formed the acquaint- 
ance and won the heart of Anthony Bab- 
ington, a neighboring squire, the discov- 
ery of whose plot to release her and pro- 
claim her as queen cost both of them their 
lives. Later on, the Manor House was 
three times besieged during the civil wars 
and finally unroofed and partially de- 
stroyed by Cromwell’s orders. Portions of 
ihe outer walls are still standing covered 
with ivy and creepers; also much of the 
great banqueting hall, under which is a 
very fine crypt. 

The house when intact must have been 
palatial in size, the front walls measuring 
over 400 feet in length and one of the side 
ones over 250 feet. Inside the ruinsisa 
small house supposed to have been built 
for the custodian of the estate after the 
big one was dismantled. Here there isa 
visitor’s book in which those who are am- 
bitious of doing so may add their auto- 
graphs to those of celebrities of various 
kinds and degrees .who have visited the 
place from time to time. 

About half way between Wirksworth 
and Derby is the small market town of 
Belper, the otherwise picturesque appear- 
ance of which is not improved by the cot- 
ton mills which afford work to the greater 
part of its pepatetion. The ancient castle 
which once adjoined the town belonged to 
John of Gaunt. Derbyshire, like its 
neighbor, Nottinghamshire, was a great 


place for archery, and the site of the form- 
er practicing ground at Belper—now most- 
ly built over—is still known as The Butts. 
Duffield Hall, on the road to Derby, is 
worth visiting for a view of its fine cedar 
trees, some of which are supposed to be 
over 1,000 years old. 

This part of the country is noted for its 
picturesque old churches, almost all of 
which have some one or more features of 
special interest, and those who have a taste 
for archeology might passa few days very 
pleasantly in going the round of them. 
One little building near Muggington and 
known as Halter Devil Chapel is—though 
commonplace in other respects—an object 
of attraction to visitors on account of the 
singular history of its erection. This in 
brief is to the effect that its founder—a 
certain Brown, whose baptismal name I 
forget—went out one dark night to catch 
his horse for some purpose or other not re- 
corded. 

After wandering about the paddock for 
some time, he found the animal, as he 
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thought close to him. But on trying to 
slip the halter he was horrified to find that 
the creature had horns, and was in fact a 
fiend. On perceiving this Brown at once 
‘‘made tracks’”’ at his utmost speed, and, 
though — pursued 4 he whilom cap- 
tive, managed to reach home safely and 
bar the door behind him. 

There were a few unkind people who did 
something more than hint that Mr. Brown 
had been taking something stronger than 
water before going out, and had tried to 
halter astray cow. But Brown himself 
stuck resolutely to his own version of the 
affair, and showed his belief in it, and 
thankfulness for his escape, by ye 
the little ‘‘chapel’’ and endowing it wit 
seventeen acres of land, conditionally on 
the church prayers being read there 
at 

While on the subject of curious churches 
I may mention that at Deepdale there used 
to be a door of communication between 
the church and the adjoining public 
house, the two being under the same roof. 
This was doubtless ‘‘moighty convaniant’’ 
for the family and guests of the inn, and 
—it was whispered—for not a few others. 

The origin of this peculiar arrangement 
—now done away with—is said to have 
been this. About the time of William Ru- 
fus there dwelt in a forest cave in Deep- 
dale a hermit of special sanctity. He had 
many visitors, and, as Dale Abbey had not 
yet been built, he had hard work to ac- 
commodate even a part of them. So the 
then lord of the district built him a 
‘‘guest house’’ and attached to it the lit- 
tle church of All Saints. The hermit’s 
cave and well are still in existence near 
the ruins of Dale Abbey. 

Another curious conjunction of build- 
ings is to be found at Windley, a few miles 
distant, in the ‘‘Puss in Boots,’ half inn, 
half water-mill. Here, in addition to the 
sign proper, is a board bearing the follow- 
ing lines: 

‘The water kindly turns the mill 
While I grind the corn for many. 
And ale, I hope, may further still 
Assist to turn an honest penny.” 

The old water-mill at Lathkill Dale, 
shown in the photograph, was a favorite 
resort of Eliza Cook the poet and author- 
ess and editress of one of the earliest of 
the magazines published in the last cen- 
tury. In some verses on this mill and its 
surroundings in earlier times, she speaks 
of the miller’s house 
‘‘Where roses and jasmine embowered a door 

That hever was closed to the way-worn or 
poor. 

It is a bit difficult to imagine roses and 
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jasminein such an opeeoery barren spot. 

ut the view from the mill in the direc. 
tion of the foreground is much more 
**kindly”’ in character. 

Of the other illustrations, that of Ches- 
terfield spire speaks for itself. The Win- 
nats illustrates the bolder type of Derby- 
shire scenery to be found for the most part 
in the Peak country, while ‘‘The Pyke 
Pool’’—the scene of one of Piscator Jun- 
ior’s discourses in ‘‘The Compleat Angler” 
—gives some idea of the beauty of the lit- 
tle out-of-the-way nooks and corners which 
are to be found by dozens scattered here 
and there among the Derbyshire dales. 


AMERICAN SPRING FLOURS 


British Bakers Prefer Using Them Be- 
cause of Their Strength Standard 


In the London ‘‘Baker and Confection- 
er,’’ W. T. Bates writes as follows under 
the title ‘‘Changed Standards of Flours.” 

If English millers could make their flour 
always from the wheat of their choice at 
a profit and could obtain an unfailing sup- 
ply, there would be no poor, dry flour 
made, for they would use all good Amer- 
ican or Canadian springs, with perhaps 
Australian or Californian for color, and 
be sure of satisfactory results. When the 
first-named strong wheats are plentiful, 
and comparatively cheap, the standard of 
English-made flour is necessarily high; 
but when these fail and millers have to 
fall back upon more doubtful and less sat- 
isfactory wheats, the standard necessarily 
declines, or if it does not decline, it is cer- 
tainly altered equally with the constituents 
of the wheat mixture. 

Now, it is an undoubted and indisput- 
able fact that English millers, with their 
varied and variable supply of wheat, are 
— unable to produce a full supply of 

our up to the strength standard of Amer- 
ican spring patents. With the same wheat 
they could make equally strong flour; but, 
reverting to statistics of importation, one 
can see that at no time can Eaglish mil!- 
ers obtain more than about one-third of 
this very strong wheat, and that the bulk 
of their flour must be made from wheats 
of a lower standard of strength. 

American spring wheat flour undoubt- 
edly created an artificially high standard 
of strength for both bakers and millers. 
For the former, because it is altogether 
above the average of their requirements: 
and for the latter, because a full supply of 
the necessary wheat has been unobtain- 
able. This being the case, it is, perhaps, 
better for all that an average, ma purely 
English, standard should be fixed which 
all millers can obtain, and from which all 
bakers are able to turn out satisfactory 
loaves. For good or evil, that standard has 
been fixed almost automatically, based up- 
on the proportions of wheat brought from 
various countries and climes. 

There are three kinds of wheat now pre- 
ponderating on our markets, brought from 
three diverse countries, and from these 
the bulk of every miller’s flour must nec- 
essarily be made. These are Russian, I 
dian, and Argentinian. Very few of the-e 
wheats can be placed in the highest class, 
compared with American, and most of 
them are only moderately good. Moreover, 
Indian wheat—which now forms fully 
one-fifth of our outside supply—is natur- 
ally dry and deficient in gluten; and as 
the character of the wheat is reflected in 
the flour and bread, it is not surprising 
that some bakers complain of shortness 
and dryness in their loaves. 

The changed sources of supply are alone 
seapeuetae for this condition of things, 
and as it is likely to become permanent, 
bakers would, perhaps, be wise if they 
(like the millers) adapted themselves and 
made the best of it; for it must be evident 
that millers have no choice in the matte 
Certain wheats are brought to this cou: 





try, all useful in their way, but of a lower 


standard than some they have previous!) 
had at their command, and these the 
must use, whether they want to do so 0! 
not. 

They have adapted their mills at gre: 
expense, and are in a position to make t! 
very best of their raw material, the flou 
now made having a_ higher finish than : 
any previous period in the history of th 
trade; but they can not change the inhe 
ent quality of the wheat, and whateve: 
the characteristics the wheat may posses 
the flour and bread will certainly corr 
spond thereto. 

The miller has faced and overcome th 
changed conditions arising from thi 
change in wheat supply. What are the bak 
ers doing to meet it besides complaining 
They have to a great extent, been spoile: 
by the high and unnatural standard 0 
American spring flours. The standard i 
now naturally and permanently lowered 
and they must so alter their methods that 
like the millers, they may make the best 
of the situation. 

It is not for a miller to dictate to a bak 
er, but even a miller knows that flours 0! 
different composition require differen! 
treatment. The treatment necessary for « 
flour having a large proportion of strong 
spring wheat in its composition must b: 
(Continued on page 500.) 
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THE slight improvement in trade experi- 
enced by the Minneapolis mills week be- 
fore last, was succeeded by a relapse last 
week. The break in wheat in Chicago has 
not had a stimulating effect on buyers. 
Bids on clears from over the water are no 
higher, though millers are holding for 
more money. Outside mills in the north- 
west are in no better case than the Minne- 
apolis mills. 

St. Louis millers did more business last 
week and, before the break in wheat, the 
market promised better conditions. Do- 
mestic buying was fair, and the usual 
sales were made to Cuba and the West 
Indies. 

Kansas mills report domestic buying 
moderately satisfactory, the trade being 
with. the western and central states. 
Business with the United Kingdom is nil, 
and the eastern demand has ceased. 

Toledo millers made more flour than the 
week before, owing to increased shipping 
directions on old orders. There was also 
some increase in new orders, but business 
was far from satisfactory. 

Chicago mills ground a reduced quan- 
tity of flour and sales were but small. 
The scarcity of cars interfered with busi- 
ness. 

Detroit mills did a fair business and dis- 
posed of their cutput, sales being chiefly 
made abroad. 

Indianapolis mills increased their out- 
put, and some Indiana mills report.an im- 
proved trade. 

Buffalo mills have been kept busy sup- 
plying ‘‘hurry’’ orders, the car shortage 
giving them the advantage for near-by 
trade. 

Eastern markets are generally quiet. 
There is considerable difference between 
millers’ asking prices and the prices which 
buyers are willing to give. 

Manitoba mills report flour in good de- 
mand but prices weaker. Flour business 
in eastern Canada was fair, though some- 
what injured by interruption to traffic. 

Millfeed was weaker in Minneapolis, but 
steady to advancing in other markets. 

Reports as to the growing crop are fa- 
vorable from Kansas, Oklahoma, Missouri 
and Michigan. The snow has melted and 
in parts of the southwest there were light 
rains last week, so there is an abundance 
of moisture. 


CABLES to the Northwestern Miller to- 
day state that both winter and spring 
wheat flours are threepence,to sixpence 
cheaper in the Glasgow market, but de- 
mand is small. The Liverpool market is 
steady under a slight revival of business. 
English flour is quoted sixpence dearer un- 
der an active demand. Flour isadragging 
sale in London and the supply of spring 
wheat flour exceeds the demand. The Am- 
sterdam market is firm at hardening 
prices. 


THE whirligig of time, as Mr. Shake- 
speare long since wisely remarked, does 
bring its revenges. For many years the 
excellent Colonel Hepburn, Iowa congress- 
man, was the idol of the farmers in his 
district. The other day they turned on the 
worthy gentleman, held a mass meeting, 
denounced him for his railway affiliations 
and concluded the interesting ceremonies 
by burning him in effigy. When the vote 
was taken on the Esch-Townsend bill on 
February 9th, the Colonel spoke in his de- 
fense saying that ‘‘he had been concerned 
in every bit of anti-railroad legislation 
that ever passed congress and his own acts 
and words spoke louder than criticism.’’ 


THE deposed idol is right; his own acts 
and words speak loud enough. The North- 
western Miller is not familiar with the 
gentleman’s record on tranportation legis- 
lation, except in one instance. When the 
London dock bill, which was a measure 
protecting the American shipper and op- 
posed by the steamship interests,.was_ be- 
fore the house, Colonel Hepburn, for rea- 
sons best known to himself, was one of its 
most determined opponents. Like his fel- 
low members from Iowa, the Speaker of 
the House, he assisted the steamship peo- 
ple and opposed the shippers. His singu- 
lar stand in regard to this measure was 
one of the things which its friends could 
not understand. The farmers of Iowa were 
not directly interested in its passage and 
therefore the incident of his steady oppo- 
sition caused no comment among his con- 
stituents. Those who were trying to pass 
the bill needed no further evidence to con- 


‘very weary of them. 


vince them that Colonel Hepburn’s sym- 
pathy was with the carriers; hence the in- 
cident of the effigy-burning in his district 
seems to them somewhat like a belated 
recognition of the good Colonel’s true po- 
sition on such matters. 
* 
* * 


THE recent clash between the President 
and the Senate will not lessen the popular- 
ity of the former in the slightest degree; 
on the contrary it will strengthen it. The 
people believe in President Roosevelt and 
they have precious little confidence in the 
United States Senate nor, for the matter 
of that, in the House of Representatives. 
One of the causes which contributed to the 
overwhelming vote which elected the 
President was his unpopularity among 
senators and representatives. They do not 
like him and for that very reason the pub- 
lic does. Members of congress can not un- 
derstand that they are really not in favor 
with the American people. Pompous sen- 
ators pose and strut and are totally ignor- 
ant of the fact that the public has grown 
f senators were 
elected by popular vote there would be an 
immediate and pronounced change in the 
Senate and many of those who now hold 
office would be retired. Of recent years, 
the Senate has contained too many corpo- 
ration servants to bea truly representative 
body; its chief object has been to obstruct 
needed legislation and its refusal to con- 
firm useful treaties with foreign countries 
has been most exasperating. 


THE public has grown sick of the Sen- 
ate with its silly pretensions to dignity 
and its zealous regard for its own rights 


At the same time 


and petty precedents. 
it has become impatient of the House of 
Representatives. Neither branch is in pop- 
ular favor at the present time, while the 
President is and the more the senators and 
representatives oppose him, the greater 
will be the esteem im which he is held by 


the people. They are not in the least 
afraid that he will attempt to usurp pow- 
ers which do not properly belong to him 
but they are very distrustful of the Wash- 
ington politicians and it is passing strange 
that the latter should become so encased 
with the armor of their own importance 
as to be blissfully unconscious of the fact 
that, speaking generally, they are not in 
sympathy nor in touch with the current 
of public opinion, while the President is 
and will so continue as long as he remains 
as honest and fearless and straightforward 
as he has been in the past. 
* 
_ * 


‘‘SwEET are the usesof adversity,’’ says 
the poet. Millers and exporters of flour in 
the United States, and importers of 
American flour in the old country are cer- 
tainly having plenty of beige | just 
now. Would that they may be equally cer- 
tain to enjoy its sweet fruits in due time. 
The table of exports published last 
week, showing flour shipments from the 
United States to the United Kingdom for 
December 1903 and 1904, and for the two 
calendar years, 1904-1905, tells a significant 
story. It has an unpleasant suggestion of 
mills running half-time, of mill employees 
out of work or struggling along on re- 
duced wages, of steamers lacking cargo 
and withdrawn from service. And it tells 
of an indomitable set of business men in 
the old country who have bravely held the 
fort of American flour there in spite of de- 
lays in transit, discrimination in freights 
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in favor of wheat and against the manu- 
factured product which they handle, but 
who are now face to face with such ad- 
verse conditions as were never known in 
the trade. 


HERE is the lamentable showing: Flour 
exports from the United States to the 
United Kingdom, December, 1904, 259,326 
barrels; December, 1903, 1,240,658 for the 
year 1904, 4,561,988; in 1903, 10,126,356. To 
the miller it is small comfort to reflect 
that wheat exports likewise showed a 
diminution, being but 765,169 bushels for 
December, 1904, against 2,887,019, Decem- 
ber, 1903, and 8,960,712 bushels for the cal- 
endar year 1904 against 29,917,662 in 1903. 
What the remainder of this crop year may 
bring forth in the way of exports, no one 
can now foretell. As a rule, prices of 
commodities follow the general law that 

eriods of undue excitement are followed 

y periods of corresponding depression. 
So it is possible that even on this crop, 
when the steam is off, prices may drop to 
a level that will permit free exporting of 
flour. But with so many unknown fac- 
tors entering into the calculation, he 
would be arash man who would predict 
that they will do so. 


WHILE flour exports from the United 
States to Great Britain in 1904 were 5,- 
564,000 barrels less than in 1903, the total 
flour imports of the United Kingdom were 
approximately 3,378,000 barrels less in 1904 
than in 1903, the figures for the two years 
being 5,875,000 sacks and 8,240,000 sacks, 
respectively. It may be asked whether 
this decrease in the total imports repre- 
sents less consumption of flour in the 
United Kingdom or increased capacity of 
the British mills. There have been, it is 
true, many unemployed workmen in Great 


" 
CoRPoRAT!O™ 
SEavA™ 


Britain in 1904, and business has 
not been over brisk there with 
certain manufacturing indus- 
tries. But conditions have not 
been such as to cause any wide- 
spread reduction in the con- 
sumption of bread, which is sold in Great 
Britain at such a remarkably low figure 
that a cheaper food can hardly be obtained. 


THE explanation is rather to be found in 
the increased activity of British mills. In 
support of this, some figures recently pub- 
lished in the London correspondence of the 
Northwestern Miller are instructive. They 
show the gradual change in the relative 
importations of flour and wheat into the 
port of London. Whereas in 1900 the aver- 
age weekly deliveries of foreign wheat out 
of granary in London were but 41,390 
quarters against 57,190 280-lb sacks of 
flour, in 1904 the order was reversed, the 
average weekly deliveries being 72,498 
quarters as against 42,943 sacks of flour. 
During the last quarter of 1904 the show- 
ing was still more in favor of wheat, the 
weekly average having been 76,705 quar- 
ters of wheat, against 31,107 sacks of for- 
eign flour. 


Ir is noticeable that in 1903 the United 
Kingdom imported more flour from the 
United States than its total imports last 
year. In 1904 it imported the equivalent of 
8,630,862 bbls of flour in addition to its 
imports from the United States. The 
countries that supplied this were: Aus- 
tralia, Argentina, Belgium, Canada, 
France, Germany, Hungary and Russia. 
From the foregoing it appears that about 
two-fifths of the deficiency in shipments 
from the United States was supplied by 
mills of other countries, and three-fifths 
by millers in the United Kingdom. The 
increased production by the home mills is 
not to be accounted for by the sturting up 
of many new large mills, but rather by 
heavier running of existing mills. 


SomE mills started up in England 
toward the end of the year, and others are 
building both in London and on the west 
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coast, but the new capacity actually put 
into operation in 1904 was not great 
enough to make any material difference in 
the supply of English flour. In the United 
Kingdom, however, as elsewhere, there isa 
large surplus of milling capacity, so that 
the existing mills have no difficulty in 
supplying the flour requirements of the 
country, and the new mills being built 
there must find an outlet by supplanting 
either the flour of other home mills or for- 
eign flour. 


Ir may seem strange that the millers in 
other wheat-producing countries, taking 
advantage of the temporary inability of 
America to compete for the flour trade of 
its best customer, should not have rushed 
in to fill the gap and supply the greater 
part, if not all of the deficiency in flour 
shipments from the United States. Take 
Argentine millers, for instance. They 
complain of great over-production of flour, 
and they have held meetings to solicit 
government aid as a remedy for this con- 
dition. Here, one would have thought, 
was their golden opportunity. Yet the 
Argentine flour shipments to the United 
Kingdom in 1904 were only 12,058 tons, 
less than 140,000 barrels. There are many 
reasons why Argentine millers could not 
jump in and take the trade, even though 
they had cheap wheat and a surplus mill- 
ing capacity. A flour trade such as the 
United States enjoyed with the United 
Kingdom was not built up in a day, neith- 
er can it be lost in a day. The conserva- 
tism of the average Britisher is such that 
he is slow to change established methods. 


FURTHERMORE, the Argentine miller 
lacks the shipping and banking facilities. 
From no part of the globe are there such 
frequent sailings to the United Kingdom 
as from North America. And, defective 
as these arrangements are in many re- 
spects, no other country has as ample fa- 
cilities in the way of through freight 
lines, and through bills of lading, as the 
United States. And lastly the importers 
of Great Britain prefer doing business 
with American millers, whom they have 
tested by experience and have usually 
found reliable and straightforward. These 
are general considerations. There is also 
the matter of quality, and the fact that 
the British baker has become accustomed 
to American flour and knows just how to 
handle it tothe best advantage. These and 
other reasons point to the conclusion that 
American flour can not be driven out of 
British markets through one or two ad- 
verse seasons. 


THOUGH the millers of the United King- 
dom have had less competition from the 
United States in 1904 than in previous 
years, and ran their mills more steadily 
than usual, it does not appear that the 
year was one of great profits to them. 
Much complaint is heard of ‘‘over-lap- 
ping,’’ or undue competition by the mills 
of one district with the trade in other dis- 
tricts. While some effort has been made to 
establish more business-like terms of sale, 
it looks to the outside observer as if Eng- 
lish millers were curtailing their profits 
unnecessarily by reckless competition. 
Apparently the absence of American flour 
has had somewhat the effect once fore- 
shadowed by Mr. William Vernon, the 
Liverpool miller. He gave as a reason for 
opposing any protective duty on flour, 
that it would enable many mills to run 
that could not be operated under free 
trade. This, he thought, would lead to so 
great competition as to make the milling 
business worse for all home millers than 
under existing conditions, notwithstand- 
ing the apparent advantage held out to 
them by promised protection. 


THE abnormal conditions in the United 
States flour trade this year further sug- 
gest, in relation to certain individuals, a 
proverb about experience. Among the 
ones who are likely to Jearn a lesson from 
this hard master, are those who imagined 
that the price of wheat in this country 
could be raised by speculation and held 
permanently at a price far above the par- 
ity of the world’s markets. In the same 
category may be classed the Hansbroughs 
and others who have done their best to pre- 
rent. American millers from retaining 
some little remnant of their flour export 
trade by the use of Canadian wheat under 
fair conditions as to drawback. 


WITH the export flour trade once lost, in 
normal] seasons, when there is a large sur- 
plus of wheat for export, America millers 
will see wheat prices sink to an unheard- 
of low level. Then they will curse the day 
they listened to the short-sighted argu- 
ments of those who would have them be- 
lieve that the foreign flour trade of Amer- 
ican millers is a matter of indifference to 
the farmer. The experience of this crop 
may teach them that their true interest 
lies in trying to help the miller bridge 
over a period of temporary shortage in 
wheat. They are likely to have a good obk- 
ject lesson of the pernicious results of 
furthering, to the extent of their ability, 
the speculative movement to send wheat 
so far above an export basis that by no 
conceivable sacrifice can the American 
miller hold his export flour trade. 


THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


HARDLY had the resolution of Senator 
Hansbrough in regard to the tariff act re- 
ceived its quietus in the House, when a 
similar measure bobbed up in the House 
itself, in the shape of a joint resolution 
introduced by Congressman Marshall of 
North Dakota, as follows: 


JOINT RESCLUTION 


To provide that the provisos of section 
30 of the Act of July 24th, 1897, entitled, 
‘*‘An act to provide revenue for the govern- 
ment and to encourage the industries of 
the United States,’’ shall not be held to 
apply to paragraph 234 of said act. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States of 
America in congress assembled, That para- 
graph 234 of the act of July 24th, 1897, en- 
titled ‘‘An act to provide revenue for the 
government and to encourage the indus- 
tries of the United States,’ was not in- 
tended and shall not be held to be affected 
by the provisos of section 30 of said act. 


In the course of his remarks, Mr. Mar- 
shall gave expression to ideas that seem pre> 
valent in North Dakota, as, for instance: 

‘“‘The farmers of the northwest are 
thoroughly convinced that the practical 
workings of the drawback regulations re- 
cently issued by Secretary Shaw, which 
permit a drawback on foreign wheat that 
is mixed with domestic wheat, made into 
flour and exported, will deprive them in 
a measure of the benefits of existing 
tariffs on wheat. 

‘The price of wheat being from 17c to 
20c higher on the American side than on 
the Canadian side, they are naturally very 
suspicious of any move that has a tend- 
ency to wipe out this great difference. 

‘In the face of the plain language of 
the statutes and the conflicting decisions 
it is not at all clear that it was the inten- 
tion of congress to permit such regula- 
tions as Secretary Shaw has issued, and 
there is no doubt but what his ruling is 
largely in the nature of legislation; and 
to my mind abundant reason exists why 
congress should at this time interpret the 
meaning of the law. If it were conceded, 
however, that the ruling would not in any 
degree injure the farmers the fact would 
still remain that the door for fraud is 
necessarily left open wide; and no regu- 
lations can be framed under the law as 
interpreted by Attorney General Moody 
that will not leave opportunities for gross 
fraud. 

“If Secretary Shaw is right and the 
privilege which he desires the millers to 
have is a good thing for not only the mill- 
ers but the farmers also, then the thing to 
do isto make a plain statute, which in 
plain and unmistakable language will en- 
title the millers to a drawback under a 
plan which will not make it necessary to 
resort to a complicated set of bookkeep- 
ing to ascertain the amount of drawback 
they are entitled to and will not subject 
the millers to the serious inconvenience 
of sustaining government supervision and 
working out the details under the present 
plan, and will also relieve them of the 
temptation growing out of the complica- 
tions of the plan proposed by Secretary 
Shaw.”’ 

Ir will be observed that one of the bug- 
bears conjured up by Mr. Marshall as an 
argument why the ruling of the Secretary 
of the Treasury as to the grinding of 
mixed foreign and native wheat should 
not stand, is the chance, nay, the tempta- 
tion, to fraud, given by it. This is put in 
plainer language by a North Dakota mill- 
er who writes the Northwestern Miller as 
follows: ‘‘We believe a mill taking ad- 
vantage of the act, as interpreted by At- 
torney General Moody, could, if it felt dis- 
posed to do so, export principally the clear 
grade of flour, and retain a fair percentage 
of the higher grade for the domestic mar- 
ket. If this were done, the result would 
be the same as having free wheat, to the 
extent that the higher grades of flour were 
detained here. You are aware of the fact, 
as well as we are, that clears are practical- 
ly on an export basis, while patents are 
far from it, and the advantage a mill 
would have that would be in position to 
mix a good Canadian wheat with domes- 
tic wheat, and then be able to export a 
good clear, to offset the imported article.”’ 


EVEN if a miller were so hopelessly de- 
based, morally, as to be willing to swear 
to a falsehood, for the sake of cheating the 
government, he would be likely to think 
twice before incurring the heavy penalties 
involved in the event of detection. And 
detection would be so easy. The govern- 
ment would have not the slightest difficul- 
ty in checking up the amount of foreign 
wheat, on which duty had been paid, re- 
ceived by any milling firm. After the ex- 
haustive study of the milling art made by 
its special representative, the treasury de- 
partment must be in possession of suffi- 
cient information to know that the foreign 
wheat could not be converted into clear 
flour alone. There remains the possibility 
that clear flour might be shipped out as 
patent, in order to export whet was ap- 
parently the entire product of the wheat. 

“his fraud would be so exceedingly easy 
of detection that surely no miller in his 
senses would think of trying it. 


WHERE there is a high tariff there is al- 
ways a temptation to evade it. There is 
ever the temptation to importers to have 
false invoices made, representing fictitious 
undervaluation. There is temptation to 
fraud in every tobacco factory and whiskey 
distillery in the land. But, on the whole, 
the treasury department gets along com- 
fortably with manufacturers in these and 
other industries that offer equal or greater 
temptation of gain through fraud, than 
would be the case with millers grinding 
foreign wheat. If the farmers and others 
who are so afraid that millers will take 
advantage of the new regulations to de- 
fraud the government, were cognizant of 
the extent to which similar operations are 
carried on in other industries, they would 
hardly wish to see the same privileges de- 
nied to those whose success is so closely 
bound up with their own. 


TuIs reference to the Marshall resolution 
has been made, not with the idea that any 
such legislation is likely to be passed, but 
asan indication of a sentiment, which, 
though mistaken, is apparently wide 
spread among certain classes. As for the 
resolution itself, its fate is given in the ap- 
pended epitaph, received by the Northwest- 
ern Miller by wire from Washington: 

The Marshall seentaien 3 reposing peacefully 
in e 
Committee on Ways and Means 
And will not 
Disturbed 


NEW TRADE-MARK LAW 


The Bonynge bill, to which reference 
was made in the last issue of the North- 
western Miller, has now been signed by 
the president. Copies of the new law will 
shortly be ready for distribution. It is ex- 
pected to facilitate the obtaining of pro- 
tection for trade-marks. 


CURRENT MAILS 


S. M. Sivertson, secretary Red Lake 
Falls (Minn.) Milling Co: The volume of 
local trade lately has been very satisfac- 
tory, but we can not say as much of east- 
ern business. While we believe stocks of 
flour are not large in the east, buyers seem 
to expect lower prices. Clear is somewhat 
slow of sale, but we look for a better de- 
mand in the near future. Farmers in this 
vicinity have marketed over 80 per cent of 
their wheat. 


C. I. Gross, local manager for M. Bald- 
win, Jr., Moorhead, Minn: The move- 
ment of wheat has been above expecta- 
tions. We are having very little offered in 
carloads, but wagon receipts have been 
good for this time of year. There are 
quite afew farmers holding for higher 
prices and we expect to see fairly liberal 
spring deliveries. Feed trade is picking 
up, and local sales are good at satisfac- 
tory prices. 

Levan & Sons, Lancaster, Pa: Last 
week was another dull one in flour. Very 
little inquiry, except for clears—anything 
that is cheap. Demand is steady and fair 
for bran at about old prices, but mid- 
dlings are lower to sell. Farmers’ deliv- 
eries of wheat have been small—roads be- 
ing blocked with snow. However, as we 
are now having a thaw, they will become 
in better condition. 

D. F. Chandler Milling Co., St. Charles, 
Minn: There has been a slight improve- 
ment in the demand for flour and feed in 
the last week and at slightly better prices. 
No foreign business, as bids are entirely 
out of line with prices of wheat. Local 
trade takes our full output of feed. Wheat 
receipts are very light; it looks as though 
a large percentage of our wheat has been 
marketed. 

Henry Meyer, Rush City (Minn.) Roller 
Mills: Have experienced a fair local de- 
mand for flour during the week, but east- 
ern buyers seem to not want flour at pres- 
ent prices. There is a brisk demand for 
feed of all kinds and local trade takes all 
we can make. Wheat deliveries by farm- 
ers are smaller than usual] at this time of 
the year. 

E. S. Woodworth & Co., Minneapolis: 
We find trade in second clear rather light, 
prices ranging in the neighborhood of $2.- 
10 to $2.20 per bbl, according to quality. 
Red-dog is very firm, and demand equal to 
the supply. Millfeed is quiet, with prices 
fairly firm. Split-car trade is exceptional- 
ly good, for quick shipment, at full values. 

Arlington (Minn.) Milling Co: Demand 
for flour in the last week has been fair. 
We experience no trouble in disposing of 
our by-products at good values. Wheat 
receipts have fallen off considerably, ow- 
ing to bad roads. 

Henry Neill, secretary Millers’ Club, 
Madison, S. D: Wheat secsipes are very 
light. Farmers holding back their grain 
until after seeding, to see what they have 
to spare, more than they are waiting for 
higher prices. 

L. H. Hyde, Pipestone, Minn: In the 
past ten days or two weeks there has been 
very little wheat marketed here, due part- 
iy to the bad roads and partly to the fact 
that there is not much held back by farm- 
ers. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
increased 48,000 bbls. This was a result of 
the mills operating the full six days. The 
quantity of flourturned out (week of Feb. 
25) was 292,670 bbls, against 313,995 in 1904, 
and 287,005 in 1908. This week a smaller 
capacity is in operation and the production 
may not exceed 275,000 bbls. For the co) 
responding week a year ago, the output 
was 336,705 bbls. 

The week, so far as trade in flour wa: 
concerned, was a slow one. The sales by 
some mills were exceptionally small. 1) 
the aggregate considerably less flour wa- 
disposed of than was made. Buyers ar 
bearish in their views, and they take flou: 
only as necessity dictates. The fact tha 
wheat has declined 3'4c during the week 
does not help matters any. Howeve: 
stocks are believed to be light everywher 
and this should furnish a basis for a bette: 
trade. A prominent miller, asked if he ex 
pected better milling conditions before the 
new crop, replied that he most assured, 
did. In taking this view, he banked muc! 
on the trade generally holding very limit 
ed supplies of flour. He asserted that eve: 
the millers had accumulated comparative 
ly small quantities of flour. Shipping di- 
rections were reported to have come in at 1 
fairly satisfactory rate during the week.= 

An exceptionally small export busines 
was done for the week. It was confine: 
to small sales of clear. But even that 
grade seems to now be held above the views 
of foreigners. 

The price of patent was today (Tuesday 
reduced 10c per bb] by most northwester 
mills, and is now quoted at a range 0! 
$5.70@6 per 196 lbs in wood f.o.b. Minne 
apolis. 

Eastern prices today (Feb. 28) asked bh) 
Minneapolis and outside mills for patent 
in wood, were: Boston rate points, $6.55 
@6.65; New York rate points, $6.50@6.60: 
Philadelphia rate points, $6.45@6.55; Ba! 
timore rate points, $6.45@6.55; Albany 
rate points, $6.50@6.6); Utica, Syracuse 
Hornellsville and Rochester rate points. 
$6.50@6.55: Ohio, lower peninsula 0! 
Michigan and Indiana, $6.35(@6.45, uppe! 
peninsula of Michigan, in sacks, $6.05: 
6.15; Missouri —. $5.95(@6.05; Wisco 
sin, Iowa and Illinois, $6.10@6.20. 

Of the 22 Minneapolis mills, the follow 
ing 12!4 were in operation today(Tuesday ) 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

G. C. Christian & Co., Christian mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A 
B and F mills. 

Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., Ltd., A 
B, Anchor and Lincoln (Anoka) mills. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C (one-haif), | 
and E mills. 


REPORTS OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


Special reports from 44 northwester 
mills (outside of Minneapolisand Duluth 
with a total daily capacity of 33,125 bbls 
show that in the week ended Feb. 25, the) 
made 142,550 bbls of flour (representing 
the consumption of approximately 736,00! 
bus of wheat), against 144,365 in the cor 
responding week of 1904. Foreign flou: 
shipments in the same week were 4,54() 
bbls, against 7,530 a year ago. 

The ‘‘outside mills’’ furnished no vari 
ation from the generally dull condition otf 
the flour trade. Here and there were 
mills which sold a quantity of flour equa! 
to their capacity, but they were the ex 
ception. sually mills were running 
about half capacity, and only about eno- 
ough sales were made and shipping direc 
tions received to sustain this rate of oper 
ation. 

Expressions taken from confidential re- 
pee received by the Northwestern Miller 

st. describe conditions. One manager, 
referring to the fact that his mill was idle 
last week, comments: ‘That tells the 
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story.’? Another remarks: ‘‘It was a dull 
week. Buyers take little interest, and 
those who.do ask for prices, are ve 

bearish in their views. ot a single prod- 
uct of the mill can be sold abroad. Even 
on first clear we are now about 2s out of 
line. Demand fairly good for feed and 
prices are well maintained.’”’ A third 
manager says: ‘‘Demand for flour slight- 
ly improved and shipping directions are 
coming more freely. There is a little ex- 
sort trade in clears — nothing doing in 
patent. Excellent demand for bran, but 
pot active for middlings.’’ Says still an- 
other: ‘*‘We have found domestic trade 
very quiet. Weare unable to detect the 
slighest interest on the part of importers. 
Feed is steady with prices unchanged.”’ 


Reports received weekly from ‘‘outside 
mills,’’? giving their output and exports, 
show the following figures, in barrels, 
from Sept. 1, 1904, to Feb. 25, 1905, with 
comparisons: 


Av'ge No. 

willsre- Daily —— Output —.. —Exports— 
porting cap’city 1904-5 1903-4 19045 1903-4 
re 160 3,664,585 4,187,655 173,125 588.340 


OUTSIDE MILLS REPORTING 


Minnesota— 
D. M. Baldwin, Jr., Minneapolis. 
Seymour Carter, Hastings. 
©. S. Christensen Co., Madelia. 
lL. Christian & Co., Minneapolis. 
Eagle Roller Mill Co., New Ulm. 
Everett, Aughenbaugh & Co., Waseca. 
Goodhue Mill Co., Cannon Falls. 
Gooding-Coxe Co., Minneapolis. 
M. T. Gunderson, Kenyon. 
Hubbard Milling Co., Mankato. 
W. J. Jennison Co., Minneapolis. 
La Grange Mills, Red Wing. 
Lanesboro Milling Co., Lanesboro. 
Lindstrom Mill Co., Lindstrom. 
Mapleton Milling Co., Mapleton. 
Minnesota Flour Mill Co., Minneapolis. 
Montevideo Roller Mill Co.. Montevideo 
New Prague Flouring Mill Co., New Prague. 
New Ulm Roller Mill Co., New Uln. : 
Phoenix Mill Co., Herman. 
James Quirk Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Red Lake Falls Milling Co., Red Lake Falls. 
Rush City Roller Mills, Rush City. 
Simmons Milling Co., Red Wing. 
sheffield-King Milling Co., Minneapolis. 
Sleepy Eye Milling Co., Sleepy Eye. 
Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud. 
Wabasha Roller Mill Co., Wabasha. 
Winnebago Flour Mills Co., Winnebago City. 
North Dakota— 
Geo. C. Christian & Co., Redfield. 
Elk Valley Mill Co., Larimore. 
La Moure Milling Co., La Moure. 
Lidgerwood Mill Co., Lidgerwood. 
Missouri Valley Milling Co., Mandan. 
Russell-Miller Milling Co., Grand Forks and 
Valley City. 
South Dakota— 
Aberdeen Mill Co., Aberdeen. 
Excelsior Mill Co., Yankton. 
W. H. Stokes Milling Co., Watertown. 
lowa— 
Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown. 
Mystic Milling Co., Sioux City. 
Plymouth Milling Co., Le Mars. 
Shannon & Mott Co., Des Moines. 


WALTER G. KLEIN IN MINNEAPOLIS 


Walter G. Klein of the firm of Wm. Klein 
\“ Sons, London, arrived in Minneapolis 
Tuesday morning from Winnipeg. Mr. 
\\lein left London last September for Au- 
tralia where his firm has many business 
connections. He found the Australian 
iillers looking forward to an increased 
our business with the United Kingdom, 
ut hot weather came on before he left 
hich did considerable damage. South 
\ustralia is the only state where the 
heat crop is good. Before leaving Au- 
tralia, Mr. Klein visited Tasmania and 
‘ew Zealand. He greatly enjoyed the 
cenery of New Zealand, particularly 
mong the New Zealand Alps and in the 
North Island. From Auckland he sailed 
o Fiji, a trip of four days, thence to Hon- 
lulu, an eight days’ sail. From Honolu- 
u he proceeded on the same steamer that 
1ad brought him from Auckland, to Van- 
ouver. From Vancouver he came on by 
he Canadian Pacific railway to Winnipeg, 
topping off at Glacier and Banff. He will 
ail from New York on the Caronia, 
March 11. 


SPROUT, WALDRON & CO. 


That Sprout, Waldron & Co., Muncy, 
Pa., have come to the northwest deter- 
nined to get their share of business, is evi- 
lenced by the manner in which they are 
‘quipping their northwestern agency in 
charge of C. H. Mohr. To start with, pre- 
tentions quarters were taken in the Corn 
‘xchange in Minneapolis, where they have 
venerous room on the ground floor for 
oth offices and a salesroom. Then they 
placed in stock a carload of wood-split 
sulleys. Lately, they have installed a line 
of machinery, part of it being so arranged 
‘hat it can be operated, permitting pros- 
pective purchasers. to form a very good 
dea of its practical operation. The ma- 
chines embraced are all of the ‘‘Monarch’’ 
make and consist of one sieve bolter, one 


double set 9x18 rolls, one centrifugal reel, 


one scourer, one purifier, one dust collect- 





or, one three-pair-high feed mill, one corn 
and cob crusher, one buhr feed mill, one 
attrition feed mill, and one feed elevator. 
Mr. Mohr would be pleased to receive calls 
from millers interested in mill machinery. 


DEATH OF WILLIAM GIESEKE 


William Gieseke, president of the Mar- 
shall (Minn. ) Milling Co., died at his home 
in Los Angeles, Cal., on Feb. 23, from 
neuralgia of the heart. His death came 
suddenly and was a shock to his family 
and numerous friends. Mr. Gieseke was 
74 yearsof ageand had lived an active and 
useful life. He had been prominently 
identified with the milling business in 
Minnesota for many years. As one of the 
founders of the Sleepy Eye (Minn.) Mill- 
ing Co., he was its president up to 1893. 
In that year, the Marshall Milling Co. was 
organized and as a principal, he became 
president of that company and so remained 
until his death. In recent years the man- 
agement of the Marshall Milling Co. has 
devolved on his son, William F. Gieseke. 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


Harry Berger of Milwaukee was on 
*change Saturday. 

The Peavey elevator at Stephen, Minn., 
has been slightly damaged by fire. 

The National elevator at Rolla, N. D., 
has burned. The Harrison mill caught 
fire at the same time, but was saved. 

The McCaull-Dinsmore Co. of Minneap- 
olis is giving special attention to the fill- 
ing of orders for Pacific coast wheat. 

The Consolidated Milling Co. has shut 
down its C and E (Galaxy and Zenith) 
mills and started its B (Columbia) mill. 

The Strong & Northway Mfg. Co. of 
Minneapolis has contracted to place the 
Alsop process in fifteen mills in the north- 
west. 

W. F. Wilson, general manager of the 
New York Central & West Shore Fast 
Freight Lines, was a visitor in Minneapo- 
lis last Tuesday. 

Though re-sellers are in some cases pre- 

ared to offer first clear at $3 per 196 Ibs 
in jute, mills are holding for a higher 
price—perhaps $3.10@3.25. 

S. W. Henderson, a grain man of Win- 
nipeg, who was on ’change Saturday, has 
applied for membership in the Minneap- 
olis Chamber of Commerce. 

J. L. McCaull, president of the MeCaull- 
Dinsmore Co., Minneapolis, is in south- 
ern California, accompanied by his family. 
He will not return for six weeks. 

Douglas Mackay has sold his interest in 
the Chambers-Mackay Co., and will take 
the Minneapolis management of Ware & 
Leland’s brokerage business at the Cham- 
ber of Commerce. 

Some millers in the northwest are re- 
ported to have had a case of heart failure 
on getting their trial balance for January 
and finding out what their yield and cost 
of manufacture was. 

If half. the pentose to build farmers’ 
and independent elevators are carried into 
effect, the big line companies will have ac- 
tive competition at many additional points 
in the northwest. 

George Kent, head miller, and Horace 
Chalfant, foreman millwright, of the Ogil- 
vie mill at Winnipeg, Manitoba, are again 
in Minneapolis on business relating to the 

lans of the new 3,000- bb] Ogilvie mill at 

‘ort William, Ont. 

Minneapolis millers, in selling flour to 
grocers and other retailers, ask $6.10 per 
196 lbs in assorted sacks, and $5.90 for 
straight. This is an advance of 10c. When 
spot cash is paid, 8c is deducted. Retail- 
ers add 60c for their profit. 

The Mutual Elevator Co. of Minneapolis 
has filed articles of incorportation, with 
$100,000 capital stock. The incorporators 
are: P. P. Ahern, L. M. Burgeson, Ed- 
ward I. Leland, G. O. Miller, W. S. Peck 
and Michael F. Ahern. 

‘*While the mills have advanced their 
prices ou first clear, some of them as much 
as 30c per bbl,’’ said an exporter, ‘‘for- 
eigners can not be induced to raise their 
bids in the least. Hence, there is little 
chance to do business abroad.’’ 

The Pillsbury-Washburn Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd., has registered with the patent office 
as a trade-mark applying to ‘‘breakfast 
food made from wheat,’’ the words, ‘‘Meat 
of the Wheat.’’ This phase has been used 
by the company since Dec. 1, 1904. 

J.C. Enright, general manager of the 
Geo. Tileston Milling Co., St. Cloud, 
Minn., was a visitor in Minneapolis on 
Saturday. Mr. Enright is now one of the 
principals in the Hoeschen mill at Mel- 
rose, Minn., though giving no special at- 
tention to the business. 

To use the words of Secretary Van Hou- 
ten, members of the Red River Millers’ 
Club, in a quarterly meeting at Fargo, N. 
D., ‘‘generally and generous! con- 
demned’’ Senator Hansbrough and Repre- 
sentative Marshall for their position as to 
the drawback question, in congress. 

Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown, Iowa, 
have sold their water power to farmers 
who are interested in land farther up the 
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stream. The firm will move its mill to 
@ point in Marshalltown where they will 
have direct railroad facilities. After this 
is done, the farmers will remove the dain, 
which is now affording the mill power. 


The officers of the Minnesota Millers’ 
Club are: W. J. Pinney, president, Will- 
mar; S. C. Eckenbeck, vice-president, Ap- 
prtee W. J. Ashley, Renville; and L. 

. Pinney,- secretary, Minneapolis. The 
board of directors is composed of D. M. 
Baldwin, Jr., W. J. Pinney, S. C. Ecken- 
beck, A. C. Burmeister, H. Faville, W. E. 
Coles, Jr., and Henry Meyer. 


The Palisade, one of the two Pillsbury 
mills which have been grinding Canadi- 
an wheat, ground out and shut down Sat- 
urday night. When it starts again in 
about a week, it will be on domestic 
wheat. The Lincoln mill at Anoka may 
continue to grind Canadian wheat fora 
couple of weeks longer. The prospect for 
using any more Canadian wheat locally 
is not the least promising. 


The Gooding-Coxe Co. of Minneapolis 
has increased its capital stock from $50,000 
to $150,000. The officers of this compan 
are W. J. Jennison, president; W. G. Good. 
ing, vice-president; W. H. Sudduth secre- 
tary and treasurer, and J. C. Coxe, man- 
ager. The company has just finished im- 
portant improvements to its mill at Roy- 
alton, Minn., and it will be started this 
week, with 500 bbls daily capacity. 

Average prices of grain paid to farmers 
at country points in the northwest today 
(Feb. 28) based on a freight rate of 10.2c 
per bu to Minneapolis on wheat, and 13c 
on coarse rgain were as follows, per bu: 
Wheat —No. 2 northern, 95c: No. 3, 88c; 
No. 4, 79c; rejected, 49@66c, according to 
weight. Flax—No. 1, $1.17; rejected, $1.12. 
Oat—No. 3 white, new, 29 lbs or more, 
22i¢c. Corn—No. 3 yellow shelled, 32¢c. 
Barley—No. 1 feed, new, 40 lbs, 27c; No. 
2 feed, 26c. Rye—new, No. 2, 62c; No. 3, 
60c; rejected, 54@58c. 

While no flour seems to have yet been 
placed in transit for lake shipment, a good 
deal of inquiry is being made by millers 
as to conditions under which they could 
so ship. The delay last spring in the 
operation of the boats on the lakes, owing 
to labor troubles, makes millers hesitate 
to ship that way until they can judge bet- 
ter as to what conditions will be when the 
lakes become navigable. It is reported 
that the ice in the lakes is much thinner 
than was the case a year ago, and that 
conditions seem propitious for an early 
opening. The basis of rates has not been 
determined. A meeting of lake officials 
will probably be held in a short time to de- 
cide this question. 


MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT 


Bluffton, Minn., wants a flour mill. 


Great Bend, N. D., would like a flour 
mill. 


J.D. McArdle, of the Link Belt Supply 
Co., is in southern California. 


Local millfurnishers report that there is 
fully as much millbuilding in sight as us- 
ual, this including new mills and the re- 
modeling and enlargement of old ones. 
The inquiry for power plants is exception- 
ally large. 

A company with $25,000 capital stock is 
being organized at Medina, N. D., for the 
erection of a hundred-barrel mill and a 40, 
000-bu elevator. Two South Dakota mill- 
ers are reported to have taken an interest 
in the project. 

Attending the meeting of the Red River 
Millers’ Clubin Fargo, N. D., last Tues- 
day, were E. A. Pynch and T. S. Inger- 
soll, representing the Strong & Northway 
Mfg. Co., and Alex Ingraham, of the Will- 
ford Mfg. Co. of Minneapolis. 


Farmers about Cleveland, Le Sueur 
county, Minn., are manifesting much in- 
terest in the building of a mill at that 
point, and have subscribed for about $2,000 
in stock. The Farmers’ Exchange Co. in 
Minneapolis has the business in hand. 


Joseph Benesh has sold his interest in 
the 75-bbl mill at Lowry, Minn:, to Benesh 
& Kalina. Robert Hume is manager and 
head miller; Joseph Kalina, under miller, 
and Joseph Bisek, engineer. The firm may 
change its system from reels to sifters. 

I'he Cascade Milling Co. of Sioux Falls, 
S. D., will improve its water power, and 
has placed the contract for a power outfit, 
including water-wheel, rope drive, etc., 
with the Power Engineering Co. of Minne- 
apolis. The water-wheel’ will be a 54-inch 

cCormick, furnished by the S. Morgan 
Smith Co., York, Pa., and is designed to 
produce 250-hp. 

Minneapolis daily papers have been de- 
voting a liberal amount of space in the 
last few days toa fight going on in local 
union circles, in which A. E. Kellington 
figures prominently. Kellington is secre- 
tary and treasurer of the International 
Union of Flour & Cereal Mill Employees, 
and in that capacity, he has taken a con- 
epenons part in carrying on the attempt- 

boycott against certain Minneapolis 
mills. Recently he was elected president 
of the Minneapolis building trades coun- 
cil. Heis claimed to have charged an- 
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other labor leader with improper conduct, 
and this leader has come back and de- 
manded an accounting of the money 
which has passed through Kellington’s 
hands in connection with the boycott. 
The money, contributed by various labor 
organizations to carry on the boycott, is 
represented to have amounted to between 
$30,000 and $40,000. It is alleged that an 
effort has heretofore been made to get an 
accounting from Kellington’s organiza- 
tion, but that. he deftly avoided it. The 
labor leader in question is a representa- 
tive man in state labor organizations, and 
commanding an influential following, is 
in a position to make matters interesting 
for Kellington. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 


The Great Northern road is now making 
a flat rate of 8e per 100 lbs, on corn only, 
from Sioux City, Iowa, to Minneapolis. 
This is made to offset the rate of 9c on ex- 
port corn, from Iowa points to Chicago. 


The situation as to cars in Minneapolis 
has eased up considerably in the last 
week. Though certain kinds of cars are 
still very scarce, the mills experience much 
less inconvenience in getting enough to 
keep in operation. 


Through rates on flour reported obtain- 
able from Minneapolis in cents per 100 lbs 
today (Feb. 28) were: To London, 28.00; 
Liverpool, 27.00; Glasgow, 27.00; Amster- 
dam, 31.00; Rotterdam, 30.00; Bristol, 
29.00; Leith, 29.50; Copenhagen, 32.50; 
Christiania, 32.50; Antwerp, 27.50; Ham- 
burg, 31.50; Hull, 33.75; Newcastle, 36.56; 
Bremen, 30.50; Dublin, 31.50; Belfast, 
81.50; Dundee, 38.50; Aberdeen, 38.00; 
Manchester, 26.50; Southampton, 33.75. 


The buying out of the Rutland Transit 
Co. by the Western Transit Co. will make 
no difference with the operation of the 
former’s boats on the lakes. The Rutland 
company will be maintained on a separate 
basis. Edwin T. Douglass, general mana- 
ger of the Western Transit Co., becomes 
also manager of the Rutland company, 
while Walter J. Douglass, formerly super- 
intendent of the Mutual Transit Co., is to 
be superintendent. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Receipts of wheat today at Minneapolis 
and Duluth were 396 cars, against 249 a 
year ago. 

The stock of wheat in public elevators 
at Minneapolis last week decreased 370,000 
bus. This makes the stock 12,530,000 bus, 
against 11,810,000 a year ago, and 15,356,000 
in 1903. 

Minneapolis mills last week ground ap- 
proximately 1,465,000 bus of wheat. Re- 
ceipts (less shipments) were 1,397,000 bus, 
against 993,000, in the preceding week, 
1,041,000 in 1904, and 868,000 in 1903. 

In the Minneapolis market, No. 3 hard 
southwestern wheat is quotable at $1.08@ 
1.09 per bu and blue stem from the Pacific 
coast at $1.10 and club at$1.04@1.05. Very 
little business is being done in the former. 


The fact that macaroni wheat escaped 
damage from rust in the northwest last 
year, has attracted the attention of farm- 
ers, and in North Dakota, the outlook is 
for a largely-increased acreage of this 
grain for the new crop. 

Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 
Duluth for the week ended Saturday were 
1,939,000 bus, against 1,547,000 in 1904, and 
8,002,000 in 1908. Stocks in public eleva- 
tors at the same points are 2,197,000 bus 
larger than a year ago. 


With exceptionally favorable weather 
last fall, farmers of the northwest were 
enabled to do an unusual amount of work 
in preparation for the planting of wheat 
this spring. This, together with high 
prices commanded by wheat, is expected 
to induce farmers to plant to wheat, a 
much larger acreage than last year, es- 
pecially should the weather during the 
seeding season be favorable. 


During the week ending Feb. 25, there 
were received at Minneapolis 1,729 cars of 
spring wheat. Following were the percent- 
ages of the different grades: No. 1 north- 
ern (including 1 car No. 1 hard) 9.60; No. 
2 northern, 18.91; No. 3, 23.02; No. 4, 28.69; 
rejected, 17.75; no grade, 2.08. The week 

revious the percentages were as follows: 
No. Lnorthern, 9.31; No. 2 northern, 17.08; 
No. 38, 24.72; No. 4, 30.35; rejected, 17.43; 
no grade, 1.11. 

Spot wheat, influenced by the large re- 
ceipts, has dragged a good deal in the last 
three or four days in the Minneapolis 
market, and prices have suffered some- 
what in consequence. The mills have 
lately sought Nos. 1 and 2 more than pre- 
viously and the lower grades were com- 
paratively neglected. With the elevators 
pursuing a similar course, the value of 
the higher grades has been helped, while 
the lower grades were caus to sell at 
an increased discount, compared with 
May. No. 1 brings from }¢c under to May 
price; No. 2344@4c under; and No. 3 11@ 
12¢ under. 

Minneapolis Market Record: A year 
ago this market received considerable win- 
ter wheat, and at this season more was 
coming from that source than for any 
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month previous. At the present time that 
source of supply seems to be about ex- 
hausted. A year ago in the first six 
months of the crop year 9,440,000 bus of 
this wheat were received. This year we 
have had but 4,446,000 bus. In January, 
1904, 2,000,000 bus of this wheat were re- 
ceived, while in January, 1905, only 10,230 
bus were received. In six months of the 
present year Minneapolis has received 
practically 5,500,000 bus more of spring 
wheat than in the same period a year ago. 
The Minneapolis wheat receipts last 
week were surprisingly heavy and afford- 
ed the ‘‘bears’’ large-calibre ammunition. 
At 1,831,000 bus, they showed an increase 
of 441,000 bus over the preceding week 
and were 500,000 bus larger than for the 
same week in 1904. The shipments were 
also comparatively large, being 144,000 
bus greater than last year. A good deal 
of wheat has been delayed in transit, not 
only from interior points in the north- 
west, but also from the Pacific coast, and 
the railroads are now making strenuous 
efforts to deliver this grain and release 
their cars. While this tends to tempora- 
rily make receipts abnormal, it means 
that country stocks are being heavily 
drawn on. Assessment day in North Da- 
kota is April 1, and previous to that date 
each year, the elevator companies aim to 
ship out all the grain they have in the 
state to escape possible taxation. In Min- 
nesota and South Dakota, assessment for 
taxes is made on May 1, and that makes 
it unnecessary to clean out grain at inte- 
rior points in these states, as early as in 
North Dakota. With mild weather for a 
week past, roads in South Dakota and 
southern Minnesota have become bad and 
this is restricting receipts from farmers 
in those sections. In North Dakota, coun- 
try deliveries are reported to have in- 
creased and are of fairly good volume. 
NORTHWESTERN WHEAT CONSUMPTION 


The attached table shows the output of 
flour and approximate consumption of 
wheat at Minneapolis and Duluth; also 
the output and consumption of wheat by 
44 ‘outside mills’’ with a daily capacity 
of 34,030 bbls, for the crop year—from 
Sept. 1, 1904, to Feb. 18, 1905—with com- 
parisons: 





-1904-5-—-——. ———-1903-4-- ——. 
Flour Wheat Flour Wheat 
Minne- bbls bus bbls bus 
apolis. 6.864.205 35,465,000 7,566,850 34,051,000 
Duluth . 365,365 1,888,000 599.220 2,696,000 
44 o'tside 


mills... 3.514,770 18,159,000 4,035,650 18,160,000 








Totals 10,744,340 55,512,000 12,201,720 54,907,000 

By the above statement, it will be ob- 
served that on the present crop, the Minne- 
apolis mills have made 702,645 bbls less of 
flour than in 1893-4; the Duluth mills 233,- 
855 bbls less: and outside mills, 520,880 
bbls less—a total decrease of 1,457,380 bbls. 
Allowing 4!s bus of wheat tothe barrel on 
the 1903-4 crop, and 5 bus and 10 lbs on the 
1904-5 crop, the consumption of wheat is 
shown to have been 605,000 bus larger this 
year than in 1903-4. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Screenings are in good demand and 
prices are pretty strong. 

In the clearances from New York for the 
week ended Feb. 25, there were 2,000 bags 
of bran for Bremen, Germany. 

Rolled oats have been advanced 20c per 
bbl and are now quoted at $3.45 in wood 
and $3.25 in sacks f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Prices for shipment during March are, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis: bran, $14.25 per ton 
in 200-lb sacks; standard middlings, 
$13.75; red-dog, $17.50@17.75 in 140-lb jute. 

Red-dog has shown exceptional strength 
during the week, and is quotable at $18@ 
18.25 in 140-lb jute, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 
Half the Minneapolis output of this prod- 
uct for March, is reported to have been 
sold by the mills. 

The approximate price at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selling 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour is $16.50 
(416.50 for bran and shorts in 100-lb sacks. 
When in 200-lb sacks, 50c per ton less is 
asked; when in bulk, #1.50 per ton less. 

Current prices of feed in mixed cars to 
peints in Wisconsin, Dlinois and Iowa are 
delivered in 100-lb sacks: bran, #17.50@ 
17.75; shorts, #17.50@17.75; mixed feed, 
$20(420.25, and flour middlings, $19.50@ 
19.75 per ton. Red-dog, in 140-lb sacks, 
$20(420.25 and in 100-lb sacks, $20.25(@20.50. 

T. Donahue, who has just taken charge 
of the feed department of the Wisconsin- 
Northern Grain Co. at Minneapolis, about 
March 4 will depart for the east to visit the 
trade and form connections for his com- 
pany. He will visit Boston, New York, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Pittsburg, Cleveland and Cincinnati. 

The Minnesota state food commission- 
er, commenting on tests made as to the 
purity of foods, says: ‘*Several samples 
of buckwheat flour were examined which 
were shown by the chemical analysis to 
contain varying amounts of wheat flour, 
or wheat products; hence they are claimed 
illegal. Pure buckwheat flour must be a 








product made only by milling the buck- 
wheat grain.”’ 









Head of the Lakes 


DWIGHT E. WOODBRIDGE, Agent 
416 Providence Bldg., Duluth, Minn. 


Special Correspondence 


A trifle less flour was turned out last 
week than on the previous run. The out- 
put totaled 6,700, against 7,500 the week 
earlier and 25,500 in 1904. More capacity 
started up today (Monday) and the pro- 
duction is likely to be the heaviest this 
year if work is continued throughout the 
week. 

Flour was in a quiet state during the 
past week and mills experienced a dull and 
light trade. Shipping orders on old sales 
are coming in slowly, but sufficiently to 
enable some mills to increase their pro- 
duction. New bookings were light, with 
sales dragging and probably below the 
output. Purchasers continue to take 
small amounts in a hand-to-mouth way, 
for immediate use, but exhibit no great 
amount of interest outside of that at cur- 
rent prices. Foreign business is dead and 
what flour is sold goes to domestic account, 
principally local and nearby territory, the 
east being not much in evidence at the 
moment. 

Stocks continue to fall off gradually un- 
til now they are down to 23,775 bbls, 
against 33,345 in 1904. 


NOTES 


S. H. Jones has returned from Montreal. 


Total stocks of all grains at the Head of 
the Lakes are now 17,224,000 bus. 


J. H. Cook and A. Black, representatives 
of two flour milling interests at the Head 
of the Lakes, are in the east. 


Ward Ames and wife are in southern 
Mexico; word received from them a few 
days ago was dated at Guadalajara. 


There are indications of sales of oats and 
barley here for Japanese account, and 
shipments to the coast will probably soon 
be made. 

The bill for a Superior grain inspection 
has passed one house of the Wisconsin leg- 
islature and will doubtless pass the other 
when it shall come up in regular course. 


The Superior Board of Trade has elected 
these officers: President, W. R. Fanning; 
vice-president, M. E. Schouller, C. A. Er- 
hart; directors for three years, F. R. 
Crumpton, M. P. Schmitt, T. J. Roth. 
Board of arbitration and board of appeals 
also were elected. 


A good deal of flaxseed and wheat have 
been shipped during the week, and the 
amount would have been greater if there 
had been cars in which to move it. Asa 
result, there was a decrease in stocks of 
several grains in store at the Head of the 
Lakes, and the gross amount here is less 
than it was a week ago. 

Every little while information sifts in 
from the west to the effect that macaroni 
wheat will be sown very generally this 
spring through many parts of the Dako- 
tas that are by no means in the semi-arid 
belts. This is largely on account of its 
proved immunity from rust last year and 
the hope that it may continue this distinc- 
tion. Macaroni seed is bringing from $1 
to $1.10 a bu. 

The Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & 
Omaha elevator at Washburn, Wis., will 
be equipped with new sets of cleaners and 
sifters, as well as other machinery that 
will materially increase the grain hand- 
ling capacity of the house. This elevator 
did a larger business the past year than 
previously, and it is expected to increase 
still further this season. The house is 
operated by Nye, Jenks & Co. of Duluth. 

The delicate job of pulling the barge 
Constitution apart 72 feet, and making 
ready for rebuilding her, took place at the 
Superior Shipbuilding Co.’s yard Satur- 
day morning. It took just 17 minutes to 
complete the work, which is record time, 
the nearest approach to which was 22 min- 
utes at the Chicago Shipbuilding Co.’s 
yard. The Constitution occupies one dry 
dock and the steamer Victory the other, 
both pulled apart for a 72-ft' addition. 
There are about 350 men in the yard now, 
and the great ship for the Pittsburg 
Steamship Co., 569 feet over all, is well in 
frame. 

G. A. Tomlinson has returned from a 
long visit in the east, during which he in- 
spected the work on the large new ships 
being built for himself and associates by 
the American Shipbuilding Co. and the 
Great Lakes Engineering Co. He finds 
the shipping industry of the lakes in ex- 
cellent shape, with the prospect of a large 
business this year and at reasonably good 
rates. He looks for an opening rate on ore 
of 80c and about 2c on grain. The 
amount of grain to be shipped from here 
at the opening of navigation will, he 
thinks, be somewhat larger than some es- 
timates have placed it. 

DwiGut E. WooDBRIDGE. 

Duluth, Minn., Feb. 28. 





The Omaha road announces a rate of 9c 
on corn and oats to Minneapolis, and of 
1244c¢ to Duluth, from Sioux City, Iowa. 
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Indianapolis mills produced 11,320 bbls 
of flour last week, compared with 7,000 the 
week before, 5,900 last year and 10,300 two 
years ago. 

The millers generally in this part of the 
winter wheat section are complaining even 
more bitterly than ever regarding the con- 
ditions of trade. The demand for flour 
continues very slow and the millers who 
have stocks of wheat are beginning to get 
restless and from many quarters indica- 
tions show that they are willing to shade 
their prices somewhat. However, there 
are only a few of those who are not willing 
to stand firm, believing that there must 
come a change in the attitude of the flour 
buyer. 

Prices of wheat continue high, with in- 
dications of even higher markets, and even 
in the view of this the offerings from the 
flour buyer in many cases are ridiculous. 
On the Indiana Board of Trade Saturday, 
$1.21 was bid for No. 2 red wheat. 

Flour prices last week were quoted as 
follows: $5.50@5.65 for patent; $5.20(@5.35 
for straight, both per 196 lbs in wood, do- 
mestic shipment. 

The demand for feed has improved some- 
what, with prices unchanged. 

Stocks of wheat in Indianapolis Satur- 
day were 267,570 bus; a decrease of 22,400, 
compared with the stocks of the previous 
week. 

CONDITION OF GROWING WHEAT 


The ground was covered with snow un- 
til within the last two days and no reports 
since the snow has gone have been received 
concerning the growing crop. From al- 
most all quarters, however, the opinion is 
that the plant remains in a healthy condi- 
tion. While the acreage in the state will 
be somewhat shorter than last year, the 
impression seems to prevail that the plant 
is in better shape than at this time a year 
ago. 


CONDITIONS IN THE SOUTH 


E. R. McDonald, general manager for 
Hardesty Bros., Columbus, Ohio, has just 
returned from a trip through West Vir- 
ginia. Regarding trade conditions in the 
south he says they are distressingly quiet, 
due to cold weather, the inability to move 
stuff in the coal fields and the low price of 
cotton in the extreme south. He does not 
look for any betterment of conditions on 
this crop and thinks that the mill which 
breaks even from now on will be doing as 
well as can be expected. His mill is ex- 
periencing difficulty in moving patent even 
at cost, but on lower grades and feed it is 
well sold ahead. 


FROM THE TRADE 


The Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy, Ohio: 
Little if any improvement to note in flour 
business. Prices slightly stronger, but the 
volume of business is too near nothing to 
benefit. Prices of feed are weaker. No re- 
port of the condition of the growing plant 
since the snow has left it, but it should be 
good. 

The Ansted & Burk Co., Springfield, 
Ohio: The flour and feed trade is improv- 
ing somewhat, although it might be bet- 
ter. It seems as if, after the long period of 
dullness, there should be a good trade 
from now on. Snow is all off the ground 
and farmers report that wheat is looking 
very good, green and healthy, as the snow 
has covered the ground throughout south- 
ern Ohio through a very long period, prob- 
ably the longest we bave ever had in this 
section. We think our wheat is going to 
come out all right. 

The Orrville Milling Co., Orrville, Ohio: 
The flour market continues dull, with 
very little doing. The trade generally is 
holding off. We have made a few sales, 
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but the general outlook is not much 
changed. Demand for feed is better and 
we have made sales at satisfactory prices, 
The growing wheat, since the recent thaw, 
looks good, and seems not to have suffered 
from the recent cold weather. With favor- 
able spring weather, it should come out 
all right. 


The Williams Bros. Co., Kent, Ohio: 
We have been running our mill half time. 
This week has brought us a few orders, 
car lots, from various points and very 
good wheat receipts from our own eleva- 
tors. Price of flour, however, was too low 
to show any profit. The wheat plant is 
still covered and it is uncertain as to what 
its condition is. Its life or death depends 
enirely on the weather in the early spring, 
as the plant is very small and a few severe 
days weather would finish it. 

The Goshen Milling Co., Goshen, Ind: 
There is somewhat improved demand for 
flour and we are feeling encouraged. Feed 
is decidedly higher and we have received 
quite a number of orders in the last few 
days; more, in fact, than we can fill. The 
growing plant is still covered by about 
two feet of snow and wecan not, therefore, 
tell much about its condition. The move- 
ment of wheat, corn, oats and rye has been 
very satisfactory in the last few days. 


Geo. T. Evans & Son, Indianapolis, Ind: 
The flour trade shows a little better feel- 
ing, but it is still the same case of want- 
ing to buy at old prices. Buyers are loth 
to pay what flour actually costs, but, judg- 
ing from their attitude as to immediate 
shipment, their stocks are very light. 
There is much improved feeling in the feed 
trade, with more inquiries and somewhat 
higher prices. Export business is still out 
of the question. 

Acme Milling Co., Indianapolis, Ind: It 
was a steady run this week and the pros 
pects are for a continuation next week. 
This is due to the booking of a few orders 
and the receiving of shipping directions 
for flour sold some time ago. Trade really 
is very dull and there is nothing to cause 
hope of a change. The offerings of coun 
try wheat continue fair, but the percen 
age of good milling wheat is as small 
ever. 

Blanton Milling Co., Indianapolis, Ind: 
There is no change in the milling situ: 
tion, as trade is dragging along in tlic 
same old unsatisfactory rut, with no in 
provement in sight. It looks as if the m: 
sont of the millers have made up their 
minds that the poor demand will continue 
for months to come, judging from the wa) 
they are sacrificing their goods by making 
prices below what wheat can now be pu: 
chased for. The speculative mania has 
gained such a hold upon the greater num- 
ber of the millers that the milling business 
is no longer conducted along legitimat 
business lines. It is impossible for a mil 
er to buy wheat today and to sell flour 
made from it at a profit, unless there be « 
sharp upturn in the market in the mean 
time. There is better inquiry for feed «i 
improved proved prices. Offerings of wheat 
from country points continue very smal! 

E. E. PERRY. 


RED RIVER MILLERS’ CLUB 


The regular quarterly meeting of th 
Red River Millers’ Club was held at Hote! 
Waldorf in Fargo on Tuesday, Feb. 21. 

The matter of the withdrawal of the 
club from the Millers’ National Federation 
was discussed and it was decided to pos! 
pone further action until the annual mee! 
ing in May. 

In response to a communication from 
Frank Barry, secretary of the Interstat 
Commerce Convention, it was ordered th: 
$100 be contributed toward defraying t! 
expenses incurred in securing necessar) 
legislation to amend the interstate con 
merce law. 

H. R. Lyon of Mandan, N. D., and ! 
Van Houten, secretary, Moorhead, we! 
elected delegates to the annual meeting ©! 
the Millers’ National Federation, to | 
held in Chicago on April 14. 

The drawback question was thorough! 
discussed, and the action of Senator Han- 
brough and Representative Marshall © 
North Dakota was generally and generous 
ly condemned. 

The members present were: North Da 
kota — Asa Sargeant, Caledonia; H. ¢ 
Kresse, Kindred; F. H. Chapman, Jame: 
town; W. R. Movius, Lidgerwood; D. H 
Larson, Harvey; E. J. White, Gran 
Forks; L. M. Paschall, Larimore; H. Sor 
enson, Lisbon; W. F. Honey, Park River: 
William Tennant, Fargo; B. M. Stone, La 
Moure; John Munt, Enderlin; C. Davies, 
Leeds. 

Minnesota—S. M. Sivertson, Red Lak: 
Falls; J. S. Hilleboe, Warren; Math Bar 
gen, Thief River Falls; C. J. Gross, Moor 
head; A. C. Henderson, Barnesville; An 
ton Jensen, McIntosh, and the secretary. 

E. VAN HoureEN, Secretary. 

Fargo, N. D., Feb. 27. 








Corn on the Illinois Central road has 
been ordered diverted to Chicago from 
New Orleans, owing to the burning of the 
Cevmatnal elevators and docks at the latter 
city. 
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* The output cf the local mills last week 
wis 4,000 barrels, compared with 11,000 
last year, 22,800*two years ago, and 25,550 
in 1902 

The flour trade last week was unusually 
slow. Brokers made very few sales and 
the mills reported difficulty in getting 
shipping directions from buyers. The 
price proposition is a hard one for the 
trade to solve. The long continued dull- 
ness has resulted in the forcing of some 
flour on sale. This, however, is not large 
in the aggregate. 

Occasional lots were being offered at 
confidential figures, thus somewhat un- 
settling the general market. Soft winter 
wheat flour seemed to be suffering more 
than other sorts. Patents sold at #$5.15@ 
5.20 in jute. Kansas hard winter patents 
sold at $5.25@5.35 in bulk. City mills 
spring patents were going at $5.50 bulk. 
Best northwestern patents were $5.90 jute. 
First clears were #4 and second clears, $2.55 
Jute. 

One of the significant features of the 
situation as reported by practically all fac- 
tors of the trade was that stocks of flour 
are light. Practically only one flour job- 
ber here and one wholesale grocer have 
stocks that would be called liberal in or- 
dinary times. Most of the distributers 
here as well as in the territory adjacent to 
this market are running along from hand 
to mouth. 

In the event of any revival of the de- 
mand, it is quite likely that the effect on 
prices would be material, providing of 
course flour did not come in too large vol- 
ume from outside. 

The trade is rather anticipating a re- 
vival in the demand within the next fort- 
night at least; possibly sooner. 

The trade in this section has, with the 
exception of a few brief spurts of activity, 
been quite dull ever since the close of 
lake navigation Dec. 5 last. This is an 
unusually long period period although 
dullness is ordinarily anticipated immedi- 
ately before and after the holiday season. 

Rye flour was firmer; medium sold at 
*3.80@4. There was a good inquiry for 
white patents, but there were few here. 
Prices were firm at $4.15@4.20 bid. 

There was a fair demand for feed, but no 
change in prices of millstuffs during the 
week. Bran sold at $16.25 per ton and 
iniddlings at $18.25 per ton, bulk Chicago. 
Red-dog was unchanged at $21 per ton jute. 


THE WHEAT MARKET 


The wheat market last week was in- 
lined to drag. Prices eased off a little as 
the result of the week’s transactions. 
‘here was no indication that the leading 
olders were duing a great deal in the mar- 
et. At times, on hard spots, wheat came 
u sale for May delivery but there was 
qually good support on every decline. 
Net changes in prices consisted of a decline 
or the week of 14gc in May as compared 
vith the close of the preceding week. July 
losed at an advance of }¢c and September 
losed unchanged. The cash trade was as 
isual—little wheat coming in daily and 
‘pparently not much demand for that 
vailable. 

Sentiment appears to be growing that 
ithe eastern holders are looking fora hard 
pot on which to unload a portion at least 
f their holdings. The pegging operations 
n wheat around $1.18%c for May, how- 
ver, look very much like those of previous 
periods, first around $1.08, later around 
“1.11 and still later at $1.16. 

The fact that resting orders are kept in 
‘he market constantly to prevent any ma- 
ierial decline indicates a disposition to 
zive the shorts no opportunity of escape. 
The smaller shorts of course bave been un- 
ible to stand against the previous large 
advances but have covered from time to 
time at losses. These are now making on- 


ly a feeble fight in the May, most of them, 
in fact, having abandoned it for the July 
and September futures, mainly the former. 

Last week’s entire range in May wheat 
was from $1.18 to $1.191¢, the low figure be- 
ing near the closing on Saturday and the 
high made early in the week. The July 
range was from $1.01!¢ to $1.0244 and the 
close was $1.01. The September range 
was from 92%¢c to 9314c. 

Conditions in the northwest are being 
watched very closely by the trade here. 
Thus far the trade has not been able to get 
convinced that the movement of wheat 
from first hands in that section is to fall 
off sharply, as was so confidently predicted 
would be the case before now. Although 
this failure to realize the conditions that 
seemed months ago to be unavoidable from 
the losses in that section has created a 
bearish sentiment, the bears nevertheless 
are making no headway against the mar- 
ket. The latter is tightly held and there 
is not pressure enough of cash wheat to 
cause a loosening. This makes short sell- 
ing dangerous. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Mr. Fagin of R. Tuttle & Co., Columbia 
City, Ind., was in Chicago last week on 
his way west. 

Jesse Garnett, head miller for the Star 
& Crescent Milling Co., was ill all of last 
week with the grip. 

Henry H. Allen, Kansas City manager 
of the Bemis Bro. Bag Co., was in Chica- 
go Thursday on his way home from the 
east. Mr. Allen was married recently 
and was on his wedding trip. 

Advices from Jacob Mansar of Petersen 
Bros. & Co., who has spent the winter 
months in California, are to the effect that 
of late he has not had his usual health. 
He is expected in Chicago some time in 
March. 

Visitors at this office and in Chicago 
during the week were W. N. Anderson of 
W. N. Anderson & Co., Milwaukee, Wis; 
Charles L. Roos of Kansas City and Peter 
Derlien of St. Louis. both of the Kansas 
Milling & Export Co. 

The scarcity of cars here last week was 
a serious drawback to milling. It was 
equally hard to get cars to bring wheat in 
or to move flour out. Western lines were 
reaching out in all directions to get cars 
to supply the demands of the corn and oats 
shippers. 

Secretary Jamme has received advices 
from a number of the millers’ associa- 
tions and clubs, naming their delegates to 
attend the annual meeting of the delegates 
to the Federation, to be held here in 
April. Up to Saturday the names of dele- 
gates from eleven associations had been 
supplied. 

More inquiries anda few more sales of 
flour for export were reported last week 
than for some time. Inquiries for spring 
clears were more numerous than for other 
grades and while they could be obtained, 
the prices asked by the average interior 
spring wheat miller, prohibited sales to a 
great extent. 

The Nash-Wright Co., a local grain con- 
cern that has had the management and 
financing of the affairs of the American 
Corn Milling Co. for several weeks, owing 
to an indebtedness of the American com- 
pany, made a settlement with the milling 
firm Monday of last week and from now 
on the mill will be under the management 
of Robert Zorge who, with others, owns 
the plant. Mr. Zorge has completed ar- 
rangements for finances in such a way 
as to put them ona better footing than 
heretofore, and will devote his entire time 
to the mill and its operations. 

C. H. CHALLEN. 


ESTABLISHING A BRAND 


How it May be Done in Chicago—Meth- 
ods and their Cost 





Some of the leading flour men of Chica- 
go, those familiar with the cost of intro- 
ducing and retaining a brand of flour for 
family trade, were asked last week what 
the cost to thoroughly establish a brand in 
this market would be, so that sales would 
be of large volume and the brand made 
thoroughly known to housewives. The in- 
formation thus obtained will no doubt be 
interesting to the average reader and espe- 
cially to the miller who has wanted such 
trade in this market. 

One of the replies to the question was 
that it would require an expenditure of at 
least $25,000 for advertising. The inform- 
ant said that the first thing to be done 
would be to impress upon the housewife 
the name of the brand and also the fact 
that the flour is first class in every re- 
spect. 

The average retail grocer is only a ma- 
chine and under the present methods of 
doing business hands out such goods, as a 
rule, as are known and are recognized to 
be of special merit. Therefore, a miller 
who wishes to sell his flour to the retail 
trade in Chicago must first make his 
brand a familiar mark among consumers 
and must do it insuch a way as to create a 
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special demand upon the retailer for the 
particular product. 

Most of the advertising done to gain 
trade in Chicago is in newspapers and on 
billboards. The cost of newspaper adver- 
tising varies according to the publication 
and space utilized. The cost for painted 
bill-boards averages 50c per running foot 
ona contract for six months or longer, 
and to obtain such a rate the contract 
must call for from 500 to 1,000 feet. 

The rate asked tor billboards for printed 
or lithograph sheets averages 32c each per 
week for what is called an eight-sheet 
stand. Thisis aside from the cost of pa- 
per and printing; or, in other words, the 
price applies only to the space and the 
placing of the paper. 

It is estimated. that of all the retail 


‘flour sold in Chicago, from 65 to 70 og 
Ss. 


cent of it is packed in cotton eighth sac 

It is said that efforts in the past, and even 
now, are made by millers, whose brands 
are unknown to the trade, to induce the 
retail merchant to handle their flour at, 
say, 50c per bbl below the prices quoted 
on brands of long standing. This is diffi- 
cult to do, for the average grocer will not 
take the time to convince a customer that 
the new flour should be tried; the percent- 
age of profit on an eighth-barrei sack is 
too small. 

There are other features of the trade in 
Chicago that may interest the average 
miller. Such, for example, as the cost of 
cartage. The average cartage fee charged 
is 104¢c per bb! for small lots, within a ra- 
dius of five miles. For places outside of 
that radius the charge is lic per bbl. The 
storage of flour costs about 3¢c per bbl, 
including insurance. 

The percentage of loss due to bad ac- 
counts is an important subject for the 
firms that work closely with the retail 
trade. A few years ago the loss ratio with 
some of the concerns, those that watch 
their credits carefully, was about one-half 
of one per cent. This, with some, has in- 
creased to as high as 114 per cent. This in- 
crease is not due entirely to the retail 
trade but is largely owing to the bakers’ 
trade and the financial standing of the 
smaller concerns having suffered within 
the past year or two, on account of the 
narrow margin of profit. 

A short time ago the city council of 
Chicago permitted the sale cf bread weigh- 
ing 13 ounces at 5c per loaf, which is a re- 
duction of three ounces per loaf in weight 
in favor of the baker. But even with this 
gain, the average baker has not been able 
to increase his profits on the general line 
of bakery goods much, if any, owing to 
the added cost of material, eggs, for ex- 
ample, being now quoted at 38@40c per 
dozen, retail. 

It is questionable if the local flour 
blenders have not made inroads, by selling 
their flour to bakers, into the trade en- 
joyed by certain millers who have sold 
either by brand or by reputation of their 
products. 

To some, the loss percentage of 1!4 per 
cent may not, at a glance, appear large. 
but when one is doing a flour business of 
say, $500,000 a year, it does not require 
much of a mathematician to figure that 
the year’s loss will run as high as $7,500. 

There are many other charges not men- 
tioned in the foregoing that should, per- 
haps, be added in order to determine the 
cost of selling flour to the retail trade in 
Chicago. One of these is the salaries paid 
salesmen. These salaries will vary from 
$25 to $30 a week, the salesman to pay his 
expenses, while, with some concerns, less 
salary is paid, and the salesman’s car 
fare, etc., is paid by the employer. Where 
salesman are employed on a commission 
basis, they are paid from 12!4c to 15c per 
bbl. 

As already mentioned, the estimated 
percentage of flour sold retail in sacks 
will average from 65 to 70 per cent in cot- 
ton eighths. Some believe these figures 
are low. However, in this state, accord- 
ing to well-informed flour salesmen, the 
aggregate sales for retail merchandising 
will run as high as 95 per cent in cotton 
eighth sacks. 

C. H. CHALLEN. 





Chapin & Co., Minneapolis: Red-dog 
is somewhat ‘‘congested’’ for February 
shipment, owing to this grade being over- 
sold; but March is quoted at lower prices. 
Bran has been working off during the 
week, but is now in somewhat better de- 
mand. There is a good demand for split- 
cars, which shows that stocks are rather 
low. 





Russell-Miller Milling Co., Grand Forks, 
N. D: The deliveries of wheat by farmers 
are practically nothing. Elevator com- 
panies have very little on hand, and we do 
not look for any large receipts until after 
seeding. We are running full time after a 
month’s shut down. Prospects for the fu- 
ture are not very promising. 


Minnesota Flour Mill Co., Minneapolis: 
Rates last week were few and prices very 
unsatisfactory. Have been getting in a 
few shipping directions; so manage to 
keep running. Feed is in good demand 
and prices are higher. Very little wheat 
coming in. 









Milwaukee | 
A. W. FRIESE, Agent, 24 Sentinel Building 
Special Correspondence 


Flour showed little life during the week, 
and not only was new business light, but 
shipping directions came in slowly and 
millers also complained of the difficulty 
they still experienced in securing cars. 
There was no change in prices, which were 
steadily held on the basis of $6.25.for hard 
spring patents in wood, but an easy feel- 
ing prevailed, in spite of the steadiness ex- 
hibited in wheat, and bids were far below 
the cost of production in most instances. 

Rye flour was steady and fairly active, 
the improvement in business noted the 
week before being sustained. Shipping di- 
rections, too, came in with a fair degree of 
freedom. Prices were unchanged at the 
advance reported the preceding week, $4.20 
for fancy and #4.10 for standard brands in 
wood. 

The flour production was reduced, the 
total for six days being 30,000 bbls, against 
33,900 the preceding week, 27,900 last year, 
86,150 in 1903 and 34,875 in 1902. Two mills 
were shut down all week owing to the un- 
productive condition of the trade. 

In spite of the dullness epxerienced dur- 
ing the month of February, the flour pro- 
duction was larger than in January and 
also exceeded that of the corresponding 
period last year. Milwaukee mills made 
124,590 bbls during February, against 115,- 
690 in January, 112,212 in February of last 
year, 147,450 in 1903 and 147,750 in 1902. 
Scarcity of cars compelled some of the 
mills to restrict their output during the 
month, particularly during the latter part. 

Millfeed was strong all week and offer- 
ings were light, millers being sold ahead 
of their production, particularly for im- 
mediate shipment. Standard middlings 
showed greater strength than bran, and at 
the close were selling at a premium of 25c 
per ton. 

Rye gained another gc under the com- 
bined buying of millers, distillers and 
shippers, 84c being paid for No. 1 on Sat- 
urday. Receipts were larger, but the de- 
mand was brisk and the buying of millers 
alone was sufficient to keep prices firm. 
The increased activity shown in the de- 
mand for rye flour stimulated the opera- 
tions of Milwaukee as well as state mills. 

Cash wheat sold as high as it did the 
preceding week, when options were rang- 
ing 2@8c higher, owing to the dé€mand for 
choice grades and sweet, sound hard wheat 
suitable for milling. Offerings were light 
and everything except the inferior quali- 
ties were placed from day to day. Choice 
No. 2 northern brought lc more than the 
week before and choice No. 3 spring was 
selling at the figures obtained the week 
before. 

The option trade was active, although 
prices were 2@3c lower, but operations in 
July were noticeably heavy and there was 
also a moderate trade in May, although 
operators were generally inclined to give 
it a wide berth. The corn trade was large 
and May was the favorite option during 
the advance in prices, while July was rath- 
er quiet. 

NOTES 

W. D. Gray has gone to New York on 
business connected with the building of 
the Hecker-Jones-Jewell Co.’s mills. 

H. S. Kennedy of Chicago and Charles 
L. Roos of Kansas City were in Milwau- 
kee last week visiting W. N. Anderson. 

Charles J. Chapin, manager of Chapin 
& Co., Minneapolis, passed through Mil- 
waukee Saturday on his way to Buffalo. 

Frank B. Rice of Chicago was in Mil- 
waukee last Tuesday and bought all of the 
good milling wheat available in this mar- 
ket for the Star & Crescent Milling Co. 

Edgar N. Dickson, office manager and 
general purchasing agent of the Allis- 
Chalmers Co., has resigned and become 
associated with Ferdinand Schlesinger in 
the Milwaukee Coke & Gas Co. 

Babtist Steiner, a Milwaukee commis- 
sion merchant, has filed a petition in 
bankruptcy, scheduling his liabilities at 
$105,267.08 and assets at $34.971.82. Only 
one claimant, Charles W. Strohmeyer, 
guardian for a minor, who loaned Steiner 
$16,000, is secured. 

After being fast in the ice off Grand 
Haven for ten days, the carferry Grand 
Haven and steamer Naomi of the Crosby 
line reached Milwaukee Saturday. The 
warehouses of local steamboat companies 
are full of package freight and at Luding- 
ton the situation is fully as discouraging 
as it was a week ago. Milwaukee millers 
and shippers are loud in their complaints 
of the inefficiency of the service on the 
east shore of Lake Michigan, alleging 
that shipments made forty days ago for 
eastern points are still held up across the 


lake. 
A. W. FRIESE. 
Milwaukee, Wis., Feb. 27. 





A. G. Parker, Lake Crystal (Minn. ) Mill- 
ing Co: The flour trade was extremely 
dull last week. On account of bad roads, 
wheat receipts have been light. There is 
a better demand for millfeed. 
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Trade in flour is quiet and featureless. 
Last week, trade continued to be confined 
to domestic channels, largely in central 
states, millfeed was a steady market at 
slightly better values on account of im- 
proved southern demand, wheat was of- 
fered more freely but at unchanged prices. 

So far as can be seen now, flour business 
has settled into a channel with little pros- 
pect of its getting out upon a wider road 
with opportunities for more activity before 
the new crop. Domestic buying is moder- 
ately satisfactory and it is largely upon 
buyers in central and central western states 
that mills are having to depend for their 
outlet. This trade has been hurt, from the 
standpoint of profitable milling, through 
indiscriminate price cutting, but it re- 
mains a fairly satisfactory market. The 
improvement in trade to large eastern 
markets noted a week and a fortnight ago 
was short-lived, and just now there is an 
almost complete absence of interest. 

Cables are never mentioned. Even the 
usual interchange for purposes of informa- 
tion has been dropped as between millers 
in the southwest and their correspondents. 
A little clear has been traded in recently, 
but the amount has been so small as to be 
scarcely worth comment. 

Wheat is offered more freely in the coun- 
try, and receipts here last week were large- 
ly increased. There is little existing fear 
of any material lack of supplies for home 
mills through the rest of the crop year. 

Millfeed isa steady market, with some 
improvement in values last week. Local 
demand is fair and there is some inquiry 
for southern shipment. Certain southern 
markets are said to be unprofitable for 
straight, unmixed bran, on account of the 
free offerings of feed containing wheat 
scourings, clippings and other improper 
matter. 

Mills are running short time, probably 
about twelve hours a day on the average. 
Kansas City mills made a little more flour 
last week, but not a mill here ran full 
time. The output for the week was 34,050 
bbls, compared with 29,750 the week pre- 
vious, and 30,500 a year ago. 

KANSAS CROP CONDITION 


Practically all of the snow covering has 
melted from the fields in Kansas and Ok- 
lahoma. The exposed wheat looks well 
and all reports regarding the present con- 
dition of the crop agree in that the situa- 
tion is altogether promising. Light rains 
fell over parts of the southwest last week 
adding to the moisture with which the 
fields are now plentifully supplied. 

The precise effects of the winter are not 
yet fully developed, but all present indica- 
tions go to show that, save for injury 
caused by drouth in the autumn, the plant 
safely weathered the winter. The growth 
is light, but roots are strong, and with 
plenty of spring moisture the gain should 
be rapid. Already those most optimistic 
are talking of a record crop in Kansas. 
While this hope may not materialize, there 
is every present indication that, with a 
favorable future, the crop will be large. 

AN IMPORTANT DECISION 


The decision handed down by the United 
States supreme court last week in the 
Smiley case, upholding the decision of the 
lower courts and the Kansas supreme 
court in the conviction of E. J. Smiley, 
secretary of the Kansas Grain Dealers’ As- 
sociation, is likely to prove of much great- 
er importance than at first thought. The 
decision upholds the Kansas anti-trust 
law, known as the Farrelly law, in the 
court of last resort. 

The important provisions of the law, 
which carries criminal penalties including 
imprisonment, thus define a ‘‘trust’’: 

A trust is a combination of capital, skill 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


or acts by two or more persons, firms or 
corporations or associations of persons or 
either two or more of them for either, any 
or all of the following purposes: 

First—To create or carry out restrictions 
in trade or commerce, or to carry out re- 
strictions in the full and free pursuit of 
any business authorized or permitted by 
the laws of the state of Kansas. 

Second—To increase or reduce the price 
of merchandise, produce or commodities 
or to control the foster rates of insurance. 

Third—To prevent competition in the 
manufacture, sale or purchase of merchan- 
dise, produce or commodities or prevent 
competition in aids of commerce. 

The attorney general of the state of 
Kansas is already preparing to proceed 
against the Standard Oil Co. under the 
provisions of the law, and oil producers in 
various counties are planning to prosecute 
the employees of the company in each 
county. It is not improbable that prose- 
cutions in other lines will follow. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


Charles L. Roos, general manager of the 
Kansas Milling & Export Co., spent last 
week in Chicago, Milwaukee and Minne- 
apolis. 

The new mill of the Border Queen Mill- 
ing Co., Caldwell, Kansas, will be put in 
operation shortly. Work on the building 
of the mill was begun in the summer. Its 
capacity is 400 bbls. J. J. Reeme, former- 
ly of the Caldwell Milling Co., is manager. 

E. C. Sooy, president of the Kansas City 
Milling Co., has taken direct active man- 
agement of the company’s affairs. Mr. 
Sooy formerly devoted all of his time 
to the management of the Kansas City 
Hay Press Co., of which concern he is 
president. 

The Nebraska Grain Dealers’ Associa- 
tion estimates that 25 per cent of the wheat 
crop of the state is in farmers’ hands. In 
addition to this there are liberal country 
elevator stocks. Probably a less percent- 
age of the Nebraska wheat has been mar- 
keted than in any other state. 

It is stated that the southwestern con- 
nections of John McNairn & Co., the old es- 
tablished Glasgow house which failed re- 
cently, will in no wise suffer through the 
misfortunes of the concern. Little busi- 
ness had been passed recently and any 
flour involved was in good location. 

The new elevator to be built by the San- 
ta Fé west of Kansas City will be con- 
structed by C. A. Fellows of Topeka. The 
handling and main storage house will be 
of galvanized iron and the supplementary 
tanks of tiling. The house will have a to- 
tal capacity of a million anda half bush- 
els. Work is now in progress. 

The lower house of the territorial legis- 
lature in Oklahoma last week passed by a 
decisive vote a stringent measure regulat- 
ing railroads and providing for a territori- 
al railroad commission. The measure isa 
combination of the Kansas and Texas laws 
and will doubtless pass the upper house 
and become a law. 

The Board of Trade last week refused to 
adopt a proposed amendment withdrawing 
the right of members toa membership cer- 
tificate. The rule was proposed with the 
idea of preventing the hypothecation of 
membership certificates as collateral se- 
curity, and their being regarded as proper- 
ty subject to partnership or joint owner- 
ship. 

The committee of Kansas City millers 
having in charge the preparation of plans 
for the establishment of a standard for 
hard winter wheat flour has nearly finished 
its labors and will have the plan complet- 
ed and ready to submit to the full commit- 
tee within a fortnight. A meeting of the 
committee will probably be called early in 
March. 

Reliable reports from millers and grain 
dealers indicate that in certain parts of 
west central Kansas not less than 25 per 
cent of the wheat crop remains in first 
hands. The generally accepted estimate 
for the whole state is that from 12 to 15 
per cent is still held by farmers, but from 
Great Bend, Claflin, Stafford and other 
towns in that section reports are that a 
ra of the wheat remains in farmers’ 

Jins, 

H. K. Humphrey of the Security Milling 
Co., Abilene, Kansas, who was here fora 
day last week, says that he believes 12 to 
15 per cent of the wheat remains in the 
hands of the farmers in Kansas; in other 
words, he believes that if mills make no 
better running time than now there will 
be ample wheat to last them through the 
crop. Wheat is being bought in this part 
of the state at the Kansas City market 
basis, and not infrequently ata smal! mar- 
gin under. He finds that the wheat yields 
better than he hoped for earlier in the crop 
year. 

R. E. STERLING. 





W. J. Pinney, New London (Minn. ) Mill- 
ing Co: The wheat movement is not up 
to an average; less is held by farmers than 
usual. Not to exceed 20 per cent of the 
crop is left in farmers’ hands. Some 
claim that the reserve is only 15 per cent. 





Tennessee 


Special Correspondence 


General flour business continues a bit 

quiet though the outook is favorable for 
a better trade in the near future. Stocks 
in the southeast are sufficient to run deal- 
ers for some time and they are not urgent 
buyers, accepting only occasional offerings 
to fill in special brands. There is absolute- 
ly nothing doing in a foreign direction 
and millers are making no special efforts 
to place stock in this direction, depending 
on the domestic trade to take their out- 
put. 
+ Asa general rule, mills are running on 
half time and even at this they can not 
sell their entire output. The Cumberland 
mill of this city is an exception to this 
rule as it has been running both night and 
day all the week. The Liberty is still 
shut down and will be for the greater 
part of this season as it will require that 
time to rebuild the elevator. The output 
of the Cumberland averages two thousand 
barrels a day and this is all absorbed by 
the current orders and contracts accumu- 
lated during the time of the mill’s enforced 
shutdown. 

The continued strength of wheat makes 
millers firm in their views as to flour 
prices and quotations are held firm at last 
week’s level as follows: best patent, $5.85; 
choice, $4.35, with the usual differentials 
for intermediate grades. These prices ap- 
ply to flour in wood. In cotton sacks a re- 

uction of 15¢c per bbl is made for ship- 
ment. 

Millers are not making any effort to sell 
bran and middlings, for the reason that 
they are all oversold on these two kinds of 
millfeed. This is especially true of the 
Nashville mills as they have never been 
able to catch up with orders since the 
double mishap to the Cumberland and 
Liberty. Hominy feed is slow and mill- 
ers report very little demand. Prices are: 
bran, $20 per ton f.o.b. Nashville; mid- 
dlings, $21; hominy feed, $18. 

Corn goods are not of very active move- 
ment and mills are not running on full 
time. There are some orders passing, how- 
ever, which enable the mills to run about 
eighteen hoursaday. Prices are firm at 
last week’s quotations, namely, bolted 
meal, $1.13 per 100 Ibs, f.o.b. Nashville; 
grits and pearl meal, $1.27. 

The unsettled condition of freight rates 
caused by the controversy between the 
Frisco, the Louisville & Nashville and the 
Southern railways has given the grain 
trade something of a black eye. The Fris- 
co reduction to the southeast has been met 
by the announcement that the Louisville 
& Nashville and Southern will make a re- 
duction to equalize this effective on Feb. 
28. Buyers therefore are playing a wait- 
ing game and very little business is being 
done. 

The whole situation seems to be in a 
stew. This affects corn more particularly 
than it does any other grain and dealers 
report that while prices of corn are higher 
than for several weeks, that there is very 
little passing. Good white corn is quoted 
at 58c; mixed, 52'¢c. 

Oats are firm and prices higher. There 
is more doing in oats than in either wheat 
or corn. Quotations range from 36c to 
361¢¢ for either white or mixed. 

Wheat, notwithstanding continued firm- 
ness, is moving slowly in this direction 
and handlers are resting on their oars, 
having very little to do. This is due local- 
ly to the fact that the Liberty mill is still 
shut down on account of its elevator fire, 
and the stock on hand is sufficient for the 
Cumberland’s uses for some time to come. 
Western flour is turning southeastward 
and business with the mills in that section 
is a bit dull. They are buying a good deal 
of wheat, so dealers and rehandlers here 
are finding business hard to get. 

The wheat that is passing, brings from 
$1.24 to $1.26. These are the prices for 
western wheat with milling in-transit 
privileges. There is no local wheat of- 
fered, for the best of reasons, that the sup- 
ply has been exhausted. 

The weather after the long cold spell is 
again very spring-like and if it continue 
warm, the wheat will have a chance to 
grow. When the cold weather came, the 
plant was rathersmall, as most of the crop 
was sown late, and there was some appre- 
hension that the crop would be seriously 
damaged, but the best informed men do 
not credit the calamity cry, but on the 
contrary they think the crop was amply 
protected by the snow. 


NOTES 


The weekly report of the Nashville Grain 
Exchange shows the following amounts of 
grain on hand at the close of the week: 
wheat, 296,900; corn, 126,800; oats, 302,550; 
barley, 15,500; rye, 25c. 

The charter of the Southern Cereal Co. 
of this city was amended Saturday and 
the name changed to the Merchants’ Mill- 
ing & Manufacturing Co. The capital 
stock was increased from $25,000 to $50,000. 

The Lafollette Mill & Grain Co. of La- 
follette, Campbell county, was granted a 
charter Saturday. The company jis capi- 








March 1, 1905 


talized at $3,000 and the incorporators are 
J. W. Read, G. W. Gross, Gross, 
William Gross and C. C. Sharp. 


The work of transferring the engine of 
the Liberty Mills to the Cumberland has 
been accomplished and that mill began 
operations the first of the week and is now 
running on full time, trying to catch up 
with the accumulation of orders received 
during the time both mills were shut 
down. 

The boiler of the flour mill of Ray Bros, 
at Sedalia, Ky., exploded a few days ago, 
killing George Lambert, engineer, and 
seriously wounding both of the proprie- 
tors. The force of the explosion threw a 
team of mules that were passing along the 
road nearby, into a pond in which dGne of 
them was drowned. 

The Nashville Grain Exchange has ap- 
pointed Murray Hogan, W. J. Miller, \. 
R. Cornelius, H. H. Hughes and S. ©, 
Douglas as an advertising committee to 
present to the grain men of the country 
the advantages of Nashville, but more es- 
pecially its great grain and mill interests. 
This committee has issued a comprehen- 
sive circular containing information re- 
garding Nashville as a grain and flour 
center. 

The losses on the Liberty Mills’ elevator, 
burned several weeks ago, have been ad- 
justed and the elevator will be rebuilt 
right away. It is thought that from sixty 
to ninety days will be required during 
which to rebuild and re-equip the elevator: 
so it will be seen that it can not resume 
operation much before the new crop begins 
to move. The result of this will be that 
the Cumberland will have to continue full 
time operations throughout the present 
season. 


Nashville, Feb. 27. J. B. CLARK 


Michigan 
Special Correspondence 

Detroit mills turned out 10,200 bbls of 
flour last week, compared with 12,000 a 
week ago and 11,400 a year ago. Demand 
improved and the mills had no difficulty 
in disposing of their product. 

Domestic demand did not show as much 
improvement as did the foreign, but at the 
same time a fair business was transacted. 
The demand was mostly for mixed cars 
and there were a number of hurry-up or 
ders that indicated a depleted condition of 
stocks. In the spring wheat department 
there was complaint of demoralization in 
eastern prices, brought about by cutting 
on the part of a large northwestern inter- 
est. The prices, however, were met by De- 
troit mills and some trade resulted. 
Southern demand was not pressing. [.0- 
cal trade was good and prices were well 
maintained. 

In the foreign business, London took 
clears at 22s. Some sales were made to 
Copenhagen and other Continental points, 
but the Scotch and Irish trade was quict. 
Some Detroit flour was exported to South 
Africa through a New York house. 

The feeling in the market is decidedly 
firm and the trade is more cheerful than 
at any previous time this winter. Detroit 
millers who brought in some Manitoba 
wheat last fall are pleased with the. result 
and are sorry they did not import more. 
Rye flour is in good demand and firm. 

Reports from the country are all favora- 
ble regarding the coming crop. It has 
been well protected all winter and is still 
covered in many parts of the state. So far 
the only complaint comes from a few sec 
tions where it is feared that ite may have 
killed the plant. 

NOTES 


David Stott’s new rye and corn mills are 
working full time and giving good sati 
faction. 

The American Flake Food Co. has_ been 
formed at Grand Rapids, with $150,000 
capital. 

The Commercial mill was out of bus 
ness for three days last week while repai'> 
were being done. 

Transportation matters are greatly i! 
»yroved in Michigan. The roads are able to 
vandle freight in all directions and a: 
clearing up their accumulations. The 
river gave the ferries a hard fight early i) 
the week, but yielded to the warm weath 
er and has now been clear for several day 
A good deal of freight was waiting at eac! 
side and this is now nearly all on its wa) 

Much fear is entertained along many 0! 
the mill streams for the safety of dams 
Last year was a very disastrous one in thi 
respect, damage to the extent of man) 
thousands of dollars resulting from th: 
sudden melting of snow. The injure 
structures were in most cases replaced b) 
dams with concrete foundations and abut 
ments, but there are still many old dam: 
that may suffer in case of a sudden thaw 


Detroit, Feb. 27. JOHN BARR. 





Fallgatter Bros., Marshalltown, Iowa: 
Flour is very quiet, though local demand 
has been somewhat better. We are not 
pushing sales, as we expect to move ou! 
mill up town where we can get trackage. 
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= Although the St. Louis mills showed a 
decided falling off in their total flour out- 
put from the previous week, owing toa 
large mill being down, there was an im- 
provement of business, and the market 
showed promise of better conditions. The 
domestic demand was better than it has 
been for some time and most of the mills 
report that they sold more flour than they 
made, but of course none of them was 
running better than half time. 

Buyers seem more inclined to pay better 
prices and the steadiness of the market 
made it easier to sell flour. Most of the 
business, however, was in hard wheat 
flour and the demand seemed to be better 
for that class of flour than it was for soft 
wheat flour. Under prevailing conditions, 
it is expected that the output of flour will 
be increased this week. : 

There was no export business except to 
the West Indian islands, but a few cables 
were received from Great Britain with 
offers at prices that were rather more in 
line than formerly; in fact, one offer for 
1,500 sacks of clear grades was only 
about sixpence out of line. Cuba and Por- 
to Rico continued to take the usual 
amount, and a considerable business is be- 
ing done in those islands. 

The feed market was firm and prices 
were rather better, and showed a tendency 
to go higher. There was an improvement 
in the demand from the south, and the 
east was also in the market for feed. Ow- 
ing to the light running of mills, the offer- 
ings were not heavy and were easily dis- 
posed of. 

During the last three or four days of the 
week there was a better demand for mill- 
ing wheat of all varieties, which came 
principally from outside mills. <A liberal 
quantity of hard and soft wheat was sold 
to mills in Indiana and Michigan. It was 
reported that a lot of 50,000 bus of Kansas 
wheat had been sold to a Minneapolis 
mill, but the deal was made outside of this 
market. Cash wheat dealers reported that 
they disposed of most of their consign- 
ents that came to hand, and the stock of 
local wheat also decreased. 

The output of the St. Louis mills for 
the week ending Saturday Feb. 25, was 

5,400 bbls, against 19,500 the week before. 
Outside mills the products of which is 
old from St. Louis, made 21,800 bbls, 
compared with 24,000 the previous week. 
CONDITION OF GROWING WHEAT 

The weather during the week was of the 

made-to-order’? kind and could not have 

heen more favorable for the growing crop. 
"he thaw that set in was gradual and al- 
owed the fields easily to absorb the mois- 
ure which undoubtedly will be of great 
benefit to the growing wheat. The fields 
ire now bare of snow and the wheat plant, 
ilthough it does not show much growth, 
s reported as being in a healthy condition 
ind has not suffered to any extent from 
he ice with which it was covered. At 
present, conditions are favorable for a 
sood crop. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS - 


R. J. Riddle of the Tennessee Mill Co., 
Hstill Springs, was in St. Louis last week, 
accompanied by C. H. Corn and A. 8. 
er who are connected with his 
mill, 

Edward Pfeffer of the Pfeffer Milling 
Co., Lebanon, Ill., was on ’change this 
week and said that business was rather 
(uiet and he did not think farmers in his 
location are holding much wheat. 

Albert Cox, secretary and manager of 
the Seneca (Mo.) Mill & Elevator Co., says 
that the wheat crop in his section is in 
fine condition and his company’s travel- 
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ling men report the crop as being in similar 
condition all over the southwest. 


Charles Gates, son of John W. Gates, 
will open an office in this market. A large 
room has been rented on the corner of 
Fourth and Pine streets for this purpose, 
and elaborate preparations are now being 
— to have the office ready at an early 

ate. 


It was reported on ’change Saturday 
that a Cole county, Missouri, miller had 
about 100,000 bus of soft winter wheat on 
hand which he was planning to ship to 
this market. Provided the wheat is, of 
good quality, it will undoubtedly meet 
with a ready sale. 


The por apes et ie | Co. is introducing 
a new soft wheat brand of flour to the lo- 
cal retail trade, and is making special ef- 
forts to create a demand for this flour. In 
order to get the flour introduced the com- 
pany is selling it at 25¢e a bbl below the lo- 
cal mills’ prices. It is selling direet to the 
retail grocers. 


H. G. Brown of the American Guarantee 
Fund Mutual Fire Insurance Co., of this 
city, was a caller at this office last week. 
Mr. Brown was formerly with the Millers’ 
National Insurance Co. but is now inspect- 
or tor the first-named company. This 
company writes insurance for all lines of 
manufacturers and is at present writing 
insurance on flour mills. 


The plant of the Stobie Cereal Mills has 
been dismantled and the machinery sold 
and removed from the mill. It is under- 
stood that the building will be taken down 
and a new business block erected on the 
site. The good will of the firm has been sold 
to two of the mill’s officeemployees. David 
Marks, the late head of the company, will 
retire from the milling business and give 
his attention to his other business inter- 
ests. The machinery was sold to Louis 
Fusz of this city. 


President Charles Espenschied of the 
Millers’ National Federation has received 
a letter from Frank J. Firth, chairman of 
the uniform bill of lading committee, say- 
ing that he will call a meeting for March 
1, or assoon after that date as possible, for 
a conference between shippers and car- 
riers on the question of a uniform bill of 
lading. Mr. Espenschied says that possi- 
bly C. C. Bovey of Minneapolis will be un- 
able to attend but that B. A. Eckhart of 
Chicago will represent the manufacturers 
of the state of Illinois and he himself and 
Herbert Bradley will represent the Federa- 
tion at the conference. 


H. L. Verink of Springfield was a St. 
Louis visitor during the week, having 
stopped here on his way to Springfield 
from Chicago. Mr. Verink is secretary of 
the Southwestern Missouri Millers’ Asso- 
ciation and while here met J. F. Dun- 
woody, the president of that association, 
in order to make arrangements for estab- 
lishing the traffic manager’s office in this 
city. An office has been engaged in the 
Pozzoni building, at the corner of Ninth 
and Chestnut streets, which will be the 
headquarters of the Southwestern Mis- 
souri Millers’ Association; consequently 
W. O. Bartholomew, traffic manager of the 
association, will be in charge of the office. 
Mr. Bartholomew came here last week 
from Springfield, and in future will live in 
St. Louis. 


On the complaint of the legal firm of 
Boyle, Priest & Lehmann regarding the 
grading of red Russian wheat in this mar- 
ket, a meeting has been ordered by the 
Missouri State Railroad & Warehouse de- 
partment, to be held in the directors’ room 
of the St. Louis Merchants’ Exchange to- 
day, at which it is requested all parties 
who are interested shall be present. This 
firm of attorneys who have entered the 
complaint, represent the bull clique who 
are doing their utmost to prevent red 
Russian wheat from grading as winter 
wheat. It is understood that they have 
secured the services of a number of wit- 
nesses who will testify in their behalf and 
it is quite likely that they may be able to 
prevent the grading of Russian wheat in 
this market. Corwin H. Spencer is be- 
lieved to be the man who has secured the 
services of these attorneys and who is 
most interested in preventing Russian 
wheat from coming to this market. 

A notice has been issued by the board of 
directors that on Thursday, March 9, a 
vote of the members of the Merchants’ 
Exchange will be taken on the question of 
making No. 1 and 2 hard winter wheat de- 
liverable on contract. The wording of the 
amendment relating to bard wheat is in 

art as follows: ‘‘Provided that the de- 

ivery on each lot of 5,000 bus shall be in 
whole either soft or hard winter wheat; 
and provided further that when hard win- 
ter wheat is delivered, three cents per 
bushel shall be deducted from the contract 
price. Nothing in this section shall be 
construed as permitting the delivery of 
hard wheat on contracts for red winter 
wheat; nor shall it be permitted to deliv- 
er soft red winter wheat on a hard winter 
wheat contract.” From this it will be 
seen that it is intended to make hard 
wheat deliverable on contract at a differ- 
ence of three cents per bushel under No. 2 


red winter wheat. When this question 
was first agitated it was thought that 
there should be a difference of 5c per bu 
between hard and soft winter wheat. 
When the subject was brought before the 
board of directors, the committee on rules 
recommended that the differential should 
be four cents. The board, however, at 
its meeting ruled that it should be but 
three cents. Itis feared that, since the 
board of directors has decided that the 
difference should be three cents instead of 
five cents, many who were in favor of 
making the change will now vote against it 
as undoubtedly there are many members, 
including some of the millers, who think 
the difference should be more than three 


cents a bushel. 
C. F. G. RAIKES. 


Louisville 
Special Correspondence 


The milling business in Louisville shows 
very little change. The slight increase in 
demand continues, but not in any great 
degree and prices remain about un- 
changed. Managers report that the mar- 
ket has been steady, with almost no vari- 
ance. 


RATE WARFARE AMONG RAILWAYS 


The attention of milling and grain men 
has been attracted by the open warfare 
on grain rates from the Ohio and Missis- 
sippi river crossings to the southeast, 
which has been declared in the last few 
days. It was expected that the Frisco 
would remand its cut of three cents, 
through Memphis, as the result of the 
Louisville meeting of traffic men, but 
that road sent a bolt from a clear sky by 
announcing that it would maintain the 
cut and stand by it. The complaints had 
been made against alleged shrinkage at 
Nashville, on grain supposed to have come 
from the west by way of Cairo, and it was 
believed that the establishment of an in- 
spection there would satisfy the ’Frisco. 

Railroad men look upon the cut as the 
signal for a long war. The ’Frisco an- 
nounced Thursday morning its determina- 
tion to stand by the cut and before the day 
was half gone, the Louisville & Nashville 
and the Southern issued orders providing 
for a cut of from one-fourth of one cent to 
three cents, through Louisville, meeting 
the reduction of the Frisco. 

This leaves the Illinois Central and the 
Nashville, Chattanooga & St. Louis the 
only lines, among the large carriers, which 
have not dropped the rate. The Mobile & 
Ohio followed suit closely in the track of 
the Louisville & Nashville and the South- 
ern. 

While the officials of the two roads, still 
maintaining the original rate, refuse to 
give out an announcement of a cut, it is 
believed that it is only a question of a few 
days until they will do so. There is no 
other method for them to wits They are 
big carriers and will be forced to meet the 
cut in order to retain their traffic. 

Veteran traffic men in Louisville say 
that the Frisco will soon announce an- 
other reduction and other lines will meet 
it. Théy say they expect to see the rate go 
down to almost nothing before an agree- 
ment is reached. As little grain traffic 
will be moving before May, it is thought 
that the roads will take advantage of the 
dull season to fight the war to a finish and 
that shippers, who are moving grain from 
elevators, will reap much benefit from the 
prospective reductions. The elevator ship- 
ping is small compared with the great 
movement of the summer and _ it is 
thought that the roads will be willing to 
stand the losses entailed in order to get 
this old fight settled once for all. 


PLAN A COMMERCIAL CONVENTION 


The Louisville Board of Trade is taking 
steps toward calling in this city a nation- 
al delegate convention of representatives 
of commercial bodies, representing the 
shipping interest of the whole country, for 
the purpose of discussing the proposed 
government rate legislation. 

The plan has met with universal approv- 
al and the Associated Press had no sooner 
announced it than telegrams from various 
points were received by the secretary of 
the Board of Trade, urging that an early 
date be set for the meeting. It is believed 
that such a convention will be the best 
possible method of getting a definite idea 
of just what the shippers really desire in 
this matter, which has absorbed so much 
of the attention of congress. 

It is believed by the directors of the 
Board of Trade that no rate legislation 
will be passed at this session and that, 
therefore, there will be ample time for the 
convention. 

It is the purpose to have the best-versed 
men in the country address the meeting 
and to get the subject before the conven- 
tion in all its phases. An effort will be 
made to pass resolutions, which will be 
presented to congress and which, coming 
from so representative a body, will not 
fail to bear weight in the settlement of the 
question. 

The Louisville Board of Trade has never 
committed itself as favoring any certain 
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measure, and, therefore, the representa- 
tives of the various interests will meet on 
neutral ground, as it were. The necessit 
of some change in the manner of coutroll- 
ing and making rates has been excedingly 
apparent to local shippers as the result of 
the present grain-rate war. The Louis- 
ville lines, however, have stood firmly by 
the interests of this city and no complaint 
can be made on that particular score. 


RAILWAY DIRECTORS MEET 


At a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Louisville Nashville Railway Co., 
which was held in New York City on Feb. 
16, W. L. Mapother of Louisville was elect- 
ed first vice-president. It is announced 
that he will assist the president in super- 
vising and directing all departments of 
the company’s service, and perform such 
special duties as may from time to time be 
assigned him by the pa The many 
friends of Mr. Mapother will doubtless be 
glad to hear of his election as vice-presi- 
dent. Heretofore Mr. Mapother has acted 
as assistant to the president in the general 
offices of the company at Louisville. 


I. M. HARCOURT. 
Louisville, Ky.. Feb. 27. 





New Orleans 


Special Correspondence 


The flour situation is dull and lifeless. 
Stocks on hand are heavy and are moving 
slowly. Jobbers and brokers report busi- 
ness at a standstill, with mills offering 
freely, prices varying in some cases 20@30c 
per bb] for patents. Kansas mills were 
quoting patents at $%5.20@5.35 in cottons, 
and in a few instances a few brands were 
offered at $5.15. ; 

Northwestern hard spring wheat flours 
are dull, with prices about even with last 
week’s quotations. Flour prices today 
were as follows per bbl of 196 Ibs in 98-lb 
cotton or 140-lb jute bags: 


Hard spring patents ..... ..........000 $5.50@5.7 
PeOINEN TUTISIIGIE, cs i.a viccierocenss cred once 5.25@5.40 
CMR oslo cee shea sinc psvavnees dasast Not wanted 

Hard winter patents................... 5.20@5.35 
MUIR G6 cw icine sahaaocats cansistans 4.95@5.10 
2 a creme 4.30@4.60 

Soft winter patents.................... 5.60@5.75 
PE OMI 6.0 sie vane ccduc nae deine bap yee 5.30@5.40 
MIM occ ana seneaoce chacchieeret Mees 4.20@4.70 


The corn market showed a firmer feeling 
and under a good demand for spot goods 
prices advanced 4@1gc per bu. Brokers 
report inquiries from abroad good, and are 
asking 49!¢(@49%c for first-lalf-of-March 
loading. Quotations today (local basis) 
follow: No. 2 mixed, 50!¢@5ic; No. 2 
white, 50%@511¢c; No. 2 yellow, 51@51¥ce. 
Exports for the week amounted to 1,246,- 
577 bus of No. 2 mixed; 280,514 bus of No. 
2 yellow and 109,418 bus of No. 2 white. Re- 
ceipts were 1,194 cars. Stocks in elevator 
Feb. 24 were 626,000 bus. 

Oats continue weak, with offerings rang- 
ing around 35@35!¢c for No. 2 mixed and 
3514 (@353¢¢ for No. 2 white in store. 

Bran is in fair demand, with stocks on 
hand heavy. The state board of agricul- 
ture is tagging all mixed feed. Quotations 
for spot goods follow: soft winter wheat 
bran in 100-lb sacks, 96@98c per 100 lbs; 
hard winter bran, 1@2c less. 

H. T. LAWLER, JR. 

New Orleans, Feb. 25. 


STUYVESANT DOCKS BURN 


Immense Property Loss at New Orleans 
—Fine Terminals of Illinois 
Central Destroyed 


NEW ORLEANS, Feb. 27.—(Special Tele- 
gram.)—The Stuyvesant docks, the term- 
inals of the Illinois Central and Yazoo & 
Mississippi Valley railroads, including 
the two elevators, a combined storage ca- 
pacity of 2,500,000 bus, with 400,000 to 500,- 
000 bus of corn, other grain, cotton, etc., 
were completely destroyed by fire which 
originated in the conveyor of elevator D 
at 5:45 p. m. Sunday. The loss is esti- 
mated to be between five million and five 
and a half millions of dollars. These ter- 
minals and improvements, were under 
construction for ten years past and were 
composed of one mile of wharf 150 feet 
wide, brick warehouses, 2,200 feet in 
length, with a storage capacity of 300,000 
sacks of flour, a cotton warehouse, 1,800 
feet long, with a storage capacity of 20,000 
bales, the two large grain elevators and 
modern equipment for loading, unloading 
and handling all kinds of railway freight 
and vessel cargo. 

The fire is supposed to have originated 
from an overheated journal, and while 
the whole plant was equipped with gi- 
gantic water tanks and fire extinguishing 
apparatus, the blaze soon developed into 
an uncontrollable mass of flame which 
quickly swept the docks from one end to 
the other. Hundreds of box-cars were 
drawn toa place of safety, but hundreds 
were consumed before they could be res- 
cued. . 

[Ar excellent picture of the Stuyvesant 
docks appeared in the Northwestern Mill- 
er’s last Roliday number. | 


H. T. LAWLER, JR. 
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Parliament was opened yesterday, Feb. 
14, by the King and Queen in person, the 
ceremony being performed amid much 


splendor. There was a state procession 
through the streets and the usual brilliant 
gathering in the House of Lords, where 
the ceremony takes place, of peers and 
peeresses attired in magnificent robes. 
The Prince and Princesses of Wales were 
also present. 

The King’s speech, which he read him- 
self, gave a brief summary of the 
world’s history and announced the policy 
which the government proposes to pursue 
in the immediate future. This, as_ set 
forth in the King’s speech, is as follows: 

My Lords and Gentlemen: Your atten- 
tion will be directed to proposals for di- 
minishing the anomalies in the present 
arrangement of electoral areas which are 
largely due to the growth and movement 
of population in recent years. 

A bill to mitigate the evils arising out 
of alien immigration into the United 
Kingdom will be laid before you. 

Legislation will be submitted to you for 
the establishment of authorities to deal 
with the question of the unemployed. I 
have noticed with profound regret and 
sympathy the abnormal distress which has 
been caused by the want of employment 
during the present winter. Arrangements 
of atemporary character have been made 
to meet the difficulty, but it is expedient 
now to provide machinery for this pur- 
pose of a more permanent character. 

You have already partially considered 
provisions for amending the laws relating 
to education in Scotland. They will again 
be brought before you. 

A bill toamend and extend the Work- 
men’s Compensation acts will be submit- 
ted for your consideration. 

Proposals for improving the status of 
the local government board and the board 
of trade and for establishing a minister of 
commerce and industry will be laid before 
you. 

Bills will also be introduced for amend- 
ing the law with respect to valuation au- 
thorities and the procedure for making 
valuations: for consolidating the enact- 
ments relating to naval prize of war: for 
amending the law relating to the notifica- 
tion of industrial accidents: for the re 
newal of the Agricultural Rates acts and 
other temporary acts affecting certain 
classes of ratepayers: for the prevention 
of the adulteration of butter and for the 
amendment of the law with regard to 
cases stated for the court of crown cases 
reserved 

I pray that providence may guide all 
your deliberations for the good of my 
people. 

In the evening there was the usual de- 
bate on the address in the House of Lords 
and in the House of Commons. In the 
House of Commons, after the moving and 
seconding of the address, Sir H. Campbell- 
Bannerman followed witha general attack 
upon the government, in which he paid 
particular attention to the fiscal question. 
He said that a situation so untenable as 
that of the present government is unknown 
in the parliamentary history of this coun- 
try. The feeling of the country had been 
demonstrated beyond all doubt but the 
prime minister apparently held that he 
need take no heed of it, and that he might 
go on in the feebleness and uncertainty of 
his position so long as his followers did 
not mutiny. ‘“‘A parliamentary majority 
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is a necessary instrument for the executive 
government but it is not everything.”’ 

Mr. Balfour, in reply, said that all prece- 
dents showed that it was the House alone 
that should decide whether a ministry 
should remain ip power, and protested 
against the fiscal controversy being 
dragged into this parliament, which was 
not going to deal with it. 

It has beén prophesied that the govern- 
ment will be dissolved within six weeks. 
Tonight Mr. Asquith will move an amend- 
ment to the address with reference to the 
fiscal question, representing that the time 
has come for submitting the issue to the 
people without further delay. On this 
amendment hangs the fate of the govern- 
ment. If the amendment is supported by 
the House of Commons the government 
will go out; if it is defeated the likelihood 
of an early dissolution disappears. 


LONDON MARKETS 


The market remains steady and wheat 
seems inclined rather to advance than re- 
cede, but buyers show less disposition to 
do business in almost all sections than was 
the case a fortnight ago. Flour remains 
very quiet, and the little spurt which mill- 
ers in this city experienced two or three 
weeks ago seems to have quite died out. 

Salesmen complain that bakers are not 
doing any fresh business, except ona 
most limited scale. This is no doubt the 
case, but on the other hand millers here- 
abouts do not seem to have much to com- 
plain of, seeing that bakers are taking de- 
liveries on old contracts quite freely. If 
they did not do this, it is difficult to see 
how the necessary bread provision could 
be made for this great city, because as- 
suredly the amount of foreign flour now 
going into the London bakers’ shops is 
quite a small quantity. 

WEATHER AFFECTS BREAD DEMAND 


It may be observed that the weather, 
which not so long ago threatened to be 
very wintry, has become mild again, and 
no doubt the consumption of bread in this 
city has thus been distinctly checked. In 
an ordinary way the flour trade of Lon- 
don looks upon this time of the year as 
the best in point of demand, but mild 
weather in January and February has 
always a depressing effect on the sale of 
flour. Some bakers in this city go as far 
as to maintain that the difference in their 
weekly output caused by mild and damp 
weather at this particular season is fully 
equal to a decrease of 20 per cent. 

The severe epidemic of influenza which 
raged in London from soon after Christ- 
mas till about a week or so ago must also 
have had a bad effect on the bread trade 
in London. The recent visitation was so 
acute that many large firms here have had 
from one-fourth to one-half of the staff 
laid up at the same time. 

Bakers say that the effect of a wide- 
spread influenza epidemic on the sale of 
bread is very marked indeed, and this 
can well be believed, because even two or 
three days of this malady will take away 
the appetite for weeks and naturally 
enough this loss is very apparent in the 
staple food of London. 

STRONG FLOUR AT A PREMIUM 

There is not much change in the state 
of the foreign-flour market. A marked 
feature is the gradual depreciation of all 
weak flours. Strong flours, on the other 
hand, are in asense ata premium, but 
their value being so high, relatively to the 
price at which British millers are today 
willing to supply flour, their sale remains 
slow, or at least restricted. 

It was about the late autumn of last 
year that a fairly large amount of Con- 
tinental flour was imported here, the bulk 
coming from France, Belgium and Ger- 
many. Some of the Belgian flour has a 
considerable amount of strength, and this 
can always find a market at certain price. 
But some Belgian flour, and nearly all 
French and German that is now about, is 
distinctly weak. Such flour is now a drug 
in this market, and one would imagine 
that the holders are heartily sick of their 
bargains. 

SMALL SUPPLY OF AMERICAN SPRINGS 

American and Canadian top spring 
wheat patents are in small supply, but, 
all things considered, meet a ready de- 
mand. The word ready must of course be 
construed in relation to the high prices at 
which such flours are quoted. The mean 
values here of either Canadian or Ameri- 
cap spring wheat patents are 31s ex-ship, 
31s 6d ex-store, and importers tell us that 
at the existing level of both American 
and Canadian mill prices these quotations 
are most moderate. At the best, the Min- 
neapolis c.i.f. price for top spring wheat 
patents appears today to be fully two shil- 

ings higher than it was a few weeks ago. 

Probably the bulk of the patents which 
are being sold at 31s ex-sbip, were bought 
before the rise in question. An important 
firm on this market has about 7,000 sacks 
of a well-known spring wheat patent due 
to arrive before long, and all this flour is 


said to be already sold or very nearly so. 
Last week nearly 40,000 sacks of American 
flour arrived in’ this port, but the great 
bulk seems to have been of any other grade 
than top patents. 


CLEARS PRESSED FOR SALE 


It is noteworthy that first clears, com- 
monly known here as ordinary Minnesota 
firsts, are still being pressed on the market 
by certain sellers. Today not more than 
223 ex-ship can be realized, even for reputa- 
ble marks of first elears; and in some in- 
stances 21s 9d ex-ship has been accepted for 
such flour. SofarasI am aware, this is 
the lowest price at which ordinary Minne- 
sota firsts of this crop have been sold in 
London. 

The fall from the values current in De- 
cember and November last is very heavy, 
but it must be admitted that at times 
there has been a distinct pressure to sell, 
which is always liable to have a bad effect 
in a market like this. It must be admitted 
also that there is a considerable difference 
in the value of some ordinary grades of 
spring wheat clears as compared with oth- 
ers. One would think that this would have 
tended to produce a rather wide range of 
values between different brands of this 
grade. At one time, about two months or 
so ago, there was a difference of sixpence, 
and occasionally ninepence, between differ- 
ent brands in this grade of flour, but of 


late, values have tended to sink to onedead | 


level. 

LITTLE KANSAS FLOUR ON MARKET 

Kansas flour has almost disappeared 
from this market, though today I heard of 
the sale of three hundred sacks which had 
been in granary nearly a year. This was 
alot of good third-class patent, and was 
bought back by the original importer at 
29s 9d ex-store. For really first-class pat- 
ent, milled from hard winter wheat, as 
much as 30s 6d and 31s ex-store is asked, 
when any such flour can befound. Mean- 
while Kansas mills’ prices remain hope- 
lessly above our level. 


NO CHANGE IN LONDON FLOUR 


There is no change in the values of Lon- 
don-milled flour. The top price is still at 
32s, while bakers can get good-class house- 
holds and patents delivered to them at 
about 26s 6d@27s and 29s 6d@30s_ respect- 
ively. 

WHEAT SUPPLY AND PRICES 

Indian wheat, of which millers in this 
city, and still more in the south of Eng- 
land in general, have been making such 
liberal use this season, is distinctly hard- 
ening. On the spot, Indians are about 
threepence dearer on the week, while in 
forward positions an advance of 1'¢(@3d 
per qr is often asked. 

Russians are still plentiful, and from 
private reports to hand here, it is not at 
all unlikely that there will be quite a rush 
among Black Sea shippers to press wheat 
on our markets about six weeks or two 
months hence. The poorer qualities of 
Russians are not much if any dearer, but 
the better-class wheat from the Black Sea 
is dearer to buy as compared with the val- 
ues current at the end of 1904. Some mer- 
chants say the advance in the better quali- 
ties is fully a shilling. 

English country flour is unchanged from 
last week and the same remark applies to 
Australians, of which the stock here has 
just received an accession of over 4,000 
sacks from Adelaide. But by all accounts 
no business worth mentioning has been 
transacted in new crop flour, the ideas of 
Australian millers remaining too high for 
this market. 

Hungarians remain a slow sale, the val- 
ues of good Budapest patents ranging 
from about 34s to 35s ex-store. 

ENTRIES OF FOREIGN FLOUR 

The following table shows entries of 
foreign flour into London for the past two 
weeks, with the respective countries of or- 
igin, in sacks of 280 lbs: Feb10 Feb8 
United States | (Atantio ports)... 38,070 4,816 
PL cccccuies as siug anes thee eeeae 6,7 716 2,690 





Belgium 1,625 
DE yo ceh ern stale 48a ae sxe a CRIB» 5,008 
ey a eee * 100 
CET 2 as glans ne cubaainaees soe 161 
A ERA ER Me 220 
| SRE RR RR emits Rr es << 
EE Ey Sn, ee 
SERS Pore oe er ee ere 6.088 
POE «5 ca bannaeess eae Gheceee. eedee 915 
Argentina... sidiniea hie wah a aa ceases 813 
CR nn ca weckcexe 404 

PR hte ata eo ange 17,841 





AVERAGE WEEKLY RECEIPTS 
Average weekly London receipts for four 
weeks ending: Feb 10 Jan13 Dec 16 


Foreign wheat* ........ 58,892 64,795 90,752 
British wheatt ......... 740 716 1,254 
Foreign flourt.......... 27,017 31,086 31,973 


Forei’nand British flo’rt 55,203 56,491 60,144 
*Qrs (480 lbs) *tQrs (5041bs) +tSacks (280 1bs) 
MONEY MARKET, FEB. 14 
There has been a scarcity of money 
since a week ago and, owing to the very 
active demand, the market has been 
obliged to borrow a considerable amount 
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from the Bank of England. Today, how 
ever, an easier tendency prevailed, as sup- 
plies have been increased by the circula- 
tion of some dividend money, and though 
the demand was fairly active, loans over 
the night could be easily obtained at from 
2 to 246 per cent. 

Discount rates were easier, owing to the 
reduction of the rate of the Imperial Bank 
of Germany from 4 to 344 per cent and the 
general movement of the foreign ex- 
changes in favor of this market. The 
business passing in bills, however, was 
very light. 

Except for a small purchase of gold by 
France at the end of last week there has 
been no demand for the metal for export 
and available supplies are being 1 taken by 
the Bank. The price is about 77s 9d per 
ounce. Silveris also quiet, the price on 
spot being 28 1- 16 er ounce and for for- 
ward delivery 2734 

A firm tone on prevailed in the stock 
markets during the last week and there 
has been a strong demand for investmeut 
stocks. The situation was further im- 
proved by the reduction in the German 
Bank rate today and by the easier mone- 
tary outlook. Consols and similar gilt- 
edged securities were chiefly benefited. 

Quotations: Today Last week 






Bank of England rate......... 3 3 
Consols for money............. 8934 888; 
Consols for the account ....... 89% 8834 
Bankers’ deposit rate ......... 1% 1% 
Discount houses’ deposit rate— 
RNR cre wy sianigpe s Faetas 44 eure 2 2 
RINNE as pau <sa'as ees ese . 24 2% 
Discount rates— 
PE NR vg nicesnd dc0ede coke 2 @2% 2 @2% 
Short time loans... ee 2%4@2% 24@2% 
Bank bills, 2 months......... 2%@2% 2%@... 
Bank bills, 3 months......... 2.@2% 2%@q@ 2% 
Bank bills, 4 months......... 2%@... 2%@2 
Bank bills, 6 months......... 2%@... 2%@2, 
po | Sr ere 2%@3 2% @3 
Argentine gold premium ..... 127.27% 127.27% 





GLASGOW, FEB. 12 


The millers in Scotland, and particula: 
ly those in Glasgow, are all fully em 
ployed, but as I stated last week, they are 
not pressed. They don’t see any signs of 
values declining; they have rather the 
prospect of going the other way. Person 
ally I do not think that prices will be any 
higher, but when one hears the bulk of 
the trade speaking in the strain thata 
higher level is likely, he begins to wonder 
if he has gauged the trend of things prop 
erly. What I know is, that the large bak- 
ers are very quiet, and this is due to two 
causes, first there is a large number of 
men going idle in Glasgow and the west of 
Scotland, and second, the big bakers have 
other Richmonds in the field seeking the 
public favor. 

These new bakeries are turning out 
splendid bread, and this is owing to their 
having the very latest machinery, and us 
ing the best quality of flour that they can 
afford. 

The prices of flour in the Glasgow mar 
ket this week were as follows: ‘Canadian 
patent, 28s 6d@29d 6d; winter wheat, 2ss 
6s(@32s 6d; Minnesota straight, 24s 6425 
6d; patents, 31s 6d(@33s; Milwaukee 
straight, 24@s24s 6d; patents, 29s@30s 6d: 
French, 22s@27s 6d: Hungarian, 32s(@33s 
6d. In Edinburg and Leith the flour mil! 
ers quoted as formerly. 

Little change has to be noted in the 
wheat and flour positions in Glasgow 
The former is prehaps a shade steadier, 
and the feeling grows that values will not 
go any cheaper. Wheat was, indeed, strong 
er in all classes, and this was in a meas 
ure, due to the lack of stuff offering from 
America. The trade is getting its require 
ments from Argentina, Australia and 
Russia, and the gratifying feature is that, 
though the war has been going on now to 
two years, there has been no interferenc 
in the shipments from Russia. 

The trade has ceased to think that it i 
possible that there could be any interfer 
ence in the exports of wheat from Russix 
to this county. The Russian growers ar 
evidently desirous to get as much money 
as they can, and the trade here continue 
to be a very liberal buyer. The wheat is 
hard and yields satisfaction, but, as | 
have already explained, it lacks the bod) 
of the American wheat. ‘‘The truth is, 
observed a leading importer, ‘‘If we could 
get American wheat at less money than 
it is quoted today, we could sell it freely 
for it makes an admirable: mixture. It i- 
hardly possible to secure American at any 
thing like a reasonable price.”’ 

So far as the Leith wheat market is con 
cerned, there have been free sales of South 
Russian wheat, and I hear that a parcel of 
Californian on the sea has been sold. 
There is a fair inquiry for heavy malting 
barley, and as the supplies are somewhat 
limited, the price keeps up. Foreign oats 
are quiet of sale, but home descriptions 
are in fair request at late figures. 

In Glasgow, feeding beans held for three 
pence advance; indeed, in some cases as 
much as sixpence more was paid than last 
week. . Grinding beans, however, were 
threepence cheaper. Canadian peas were 
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priced as formerly, but those from Cal- 
cutta—white peas—were threepence down. 
There was a better demand for American 
corn, which on Wednesday made up the 
loss of the previous week. Today the price 
was 11s 6d. Plate maize was 1@3d high- 
er, the price being 13s@13s 3d per 280 Ibs. 

No change has to be noted in the value 
of oatmeal in Glasgow, Edinburg and 
Midlothian. Bran in Glasgow realized 87s 
6d per ton for medium. 

Of the grain and breadstuffs imported 
into Glasgow during the last week, the 
Donaldson Line had in 1,470 tons; and 
Allan Line 8,940 tons. Flour imports came 
from Rouen, Dunkirk, Antwerp, Calcutta 
and Marseilles: The following were the 
imports at Glasgow during the week, with 
the totals to the year to date, and same in- 
formation for last year: 

Last week 1905 1904 





Wheat, GTS ... 20.0 cseece 9.250 45,250 54,330 
Barley, qrs . ., 6840 22,550 24,560 
Maize, qrs .. 2,510 104.190 41,970 
Oats, QPs.... .. 7,060 22,360 11,550 
Flour, sacks .. 14,470 105,820 250,980 
Oatmeal, sacks ...,..... 2,900 10,550 14,200 


TRADE NOTES 


On Tuesday last fire occurred in the bak- 
yy in North George street, Dundee, oc- 
upied by David Russell. The ground 
joor of the premises was filled with bak- 
*’s machinery and a large quantity of 
yur, a considerable portion of which was 
sstroyed by water. 


The Glasgow flour and produce trade 
:ave been thrown into a state of excite- 
ent, owing to the announcement that 
he well-known firm of John McNairn & 
‘o., produce merchants and flour import- 
ers, 104 Brunswick street, Glasgow has 
been obliged to suspend payment. The 
amount involved, it is currently reported, 
will run into something like £70,000 or 
£40,000. It is understood that the difficul- 
ties of the firm have arisen. principally 
through speculation in foreign produce, 
and mainly in American flour. American 
firms are said to be involved for fully half 
of the liabilities. It is further understood 
that the majority of the Glasgow creditors 
are fairly well secured. 

On Saturday evening fire occured in the 
vrain store of M. J. Knox Leckie, at 69 
l'innieston street, Glasgow. When the cen- 
tral fire brigade reached the scene the 
flames had got a firm hold of the upper 
flats. Assistance was procured from dis- 
trict fire stations. The fire was confined 
to the two upper floors. The first floor was 
slightly damaged by heat, smoke and wa- 
ter, and the grain threshing, hay cutting 
and mixing machinery on the ground floor 
were injured by water only. The damage 
was £1,200. 





LIVERPOOL, FEB. 13 


The wheat market has not exhibited a 
very pronounced fixity of purpose or 
strenuous conviction, but in the last few 
days has displayed more animation with a 
corresponding improvement in values, the 
inciting causes being the confirmation of 
the reported damage to the Indian crops 
and the reduction in the estimates of Aus 
tralian exporting capacity. Options have 
recovered a penny per 100 lbs from the low- 
est pares but are only 44d higher on the 
week. 

The flour market fails to respond to any 
appreciable extent to the upward reaction 
in the raw material either as'‘regards val- 
ues or accession of demand. Prices of for- 
eign flours are firmly maintained, which 
only serves to check the advances of buy- 
ers in general. 

Local bakers having still to face the un- 
duly depressed price of bread are discour- 
aged from entering on new engagements 
ahead of immediate wants. On the other 
hand, stocks of foreign flour are now with- 
in such circumscribed dimensions that 
there is no occasion for holders to force 
sales by submitting to a sacrifice. Al- 
ready, current quotations are below cost 
of replacing for shipment from any export- 
ing point. In these circumstances, the 
purely consumptive character of business 
which has become habitual, smothers any 
disposition there might be to operate on 
broader lines. 

The natural ambition of merchants to 
multiply their turnover has of late suffered 
ignominious defeat through the imprac- 
ticability of importing on a reasonably 


profitable basis, and it is problematical _ 


whether or not an opportunity will offer 
in the near future to recover lost ground. 

It isalong cry to the next American 
crop, but if it should turn out a bumper, 
there should be the chance of a devade for 
operators in American flours. At present 
the high cost and scarcity of the finer 
qualities of these goods not only mini- 
mizes consumption but prevents adequate 
utilization of other foreign flours through 
os lack of the necessary mixing ingredi 
ents, 

Local millers though substantially in 
command of the market on the grounds of 
inherent suitability of quality and intrin- 
sic value have not found their clients in a 
mood to add materially to existing engage- 
ments. New business is only of a very 
moderate nature but deliveries on old con- 
tracts are on the whole satisfactory and 


prevent any untoward accumulation of 
stock. That being the case, and in spite 
of fluctuations im wheat, millers have not 
felt it incumbent to make any change in 
recent limits, which were reaffirmed at the 
usual conference today. : 

American spring and winter wheat 
millers are still in the clouds, holding for 
prices utterly prohibitive of business to 
the ordinary importer of the higher 

rades. An exceptional trade there may 

e occasionally, but only to meet some 
passing necessity where price is no object. 

Shipments from Atlantic ports, includ- 
ing Canada, to Liverpool last week were 
3,000 280-lb sacks and to the United King- 
dom, 74,000, against 87,000 the same week 
last year, but since Aug. 1 the total to the 
United Kingdom is only 1,242,000, against 
4,526,000 last year. 

Low-grade flours are not arriving in 
large quantities, but about sufficient to 
meet the requirements of consumers. Im- 
porters are seldom re-sellers to any impor- 
tant extent as they find it not easy to re- 
place for shipment from the Continent, 
which, however, commands the preference 
over higher-priced cognate American 
goods. 

Hungarian flours remain sluggish and 
only in retail request and offer no induce- 
ment to buyers for shipment, though ob- 
tainable at about equivalent to spot values. 

French and Belgian flours are exception- 
ally dull, apparently having little attrac- 
tion for consumers, who find it difficult to 
work them off satisfactorily with such 
other mixing flours as are at present avail- 
able. The poor spot demand deters im- 
porters from adding to their obligations 
already existing, at present currencies. 
Australian flours are a slow sale at recent 
rates from store. There are no fresh arriv- 
als and but little on ego saving the 
sailer cargo afloat to the United Kingdom 
for orders and still unsold. Parcels for 
shipment by regular liners are still] held 
above buyers’ views and spot parity. 
Chilian and Indian flours present no fresh 
feature. 





HOLLAND, FEB. 12 


The Dutch flour market continues very 
dull; the demand remains small and sell- 
ers have to shade prices to do any business. 
A dragging trade is passing in spot flour 
as var ome-milled flour is offered at 
10144@10%fl per 100 kilos, free delivery. 

Foreign offers are much apart but gen- 
erally lower. Belgian millers are pushing 
sales and offering at 104/flc.i.f. but little 
attention is being paid to their flour. 
Offers of American first clears are too 
dear compared with those of exporters 
who are leading again at 101¢fl, but for all 
that only moderate orders have been 
booked during the week. Offers of Ameri- 
can patents are conspicuous by their ab- 
sence, prices being prohibitive. 

American millers quote spring wheat 
first patent at 14°,fl; spring second patent 
at 141¢fl to 141¢fl; spring wheat first clear 
at 1044fl; and spring wheat choice low 
grade at 73(fl. 





FROM THE TRADE 


Walkers, Winser & Hamm, London, Feb. 
15: While flour prices show practically no 
change since last week, the feeling is one 
of increased firmness, stocks in consum- 
ers’ hands being light. Wheat is firm with 
a distinct improvement in values, most of 
the millers being needy buyers. 

Kruger, Darsie & Co., Liverpool, Feb. 
14: The tendency of the wheat market has 
perhaps, though very slightly, improved 
during the week, and values of Liverpool 
options are about 14d per cental higher on 
the week. Little or no fresh news is to be 
reported of the flour trade. Prices remain 
on the whole entirely unchanged and only 
a very small consumptive demand is ex- 
perienced. Fresh business ‘for shipment 
with American mills is still entirely in 
abeyance. 

Dunlop Bros., Glasgow, Feb. 8: A 
steady tone has prevailed in trade here 
during the past week, but the demand has 
been quiet in all departments. Arrivals 
are liberal of wheat and flour, light of 
other articles. 

R. Hunter Craig & Co., Ltd., Glasgow, 
Feb. 9: The market is quiet. The im- 
ports of flour during the last week 
amounted to 36,625 sacks. 

Altona Bros., Rotterdam, Feb. 14: Since 
our report on Jan. 31 our markets have 
remained idle and only a few transactions 
have been made. Arrivals remain very 
light, especially of wheat and rye. Wheat 
is in small request at about unchanged 
figures and rye is easy with practically 
netning doing. The flour trade has been 
checked by recent failures and several par- 
cels of flour have been sold by public auc- 
tion, and more sales of this kind are to 
follow. These things do not tend to create 
an eager demand but it is almost certain 
that the worst is over and we now expect 
a better trade, especially more in line with 

rices obtainable here. Inland-made flour 
s somewhat firmer, though prices have 
not yet advanced. American first clears 
are obtainable at 104/fl c.if. but patents 
are quoted much above buyers’ ideas. 
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THE WORLD’S WHEAT 
By J. W. RUSH, LONDON, ENG. 


The continued unfavorable crop reports 
received by cable from India, backed up 
as they are by the abstention of shippers 
from offering wheat at anything like the 

rices which ‘‘blank’’ sellers will accept, 

ave imparted a good deal of strength to 
the market, more especially as it is now 
believed that the Argentine crop has 
turned out less than was expected, while 
the Australasian surplus for Europe, it is 
now tolerably certain, will not reach 50 
per cent of that of last year, which was 
about 40,00,000 qrs. So much, therefore, 
depends upon India this year that any 
prospective reduction of the supplies to 
be expected from thence is bound to have 
u decisive effect. 

Late in December I sent you a summary 
received by cable, of what is known as the 
first official memorandum of the condition 
of the crop and the area sown. When this 
first report is made up, the full area is not 
known, and the success of the crop still 
more or less depends upon the weather. 
However, that report, while it showed the 
area sown, so far, to be atrifle less than 
last year, stated that the condition of the 
crop was generally good, and even excel- 
lent in the most important wheat growing 
part of India, viz., the United. Provinces 
and the northwest. Since the compilation 
of that report, however, the outlook has 
been impaired, first of all by the failure of 
the late rains, and, secondly, by the extra- 
ordinary severity of the weather; rivers 
have been frozen over, which had never 
been in this state before, and communica- 
tions have been interrupted by snow- 
storms. In Bengal, too heavy rains at an 
inopportune time have done damage. 
Thus it happens that while last December 
the outlook indicated a crop little short of 
last year’s abnormally large yield, and 
thus caused a bearish impression to pre- 
vail, the majority of the private reports 
now received state that the crop may be 
seriously short of last year’s. 

We must wait, however, until about the 
middle of next month for a definite re- 
port, which will then be furnished by the 
second official memorandum; the third 
and final report appears in June. In this 
connection it is well to bear in mind that 
last year’s crop of 44 million quarters was 
about 50 per cent above the previous aver- 
age, and that the surplus therefrom was 
not less than 15 million quarters, whereas 
the shipments since April 1 (the beginning 
of the Indian season) have been only 9,- 
150,000 qrs, and for the whole season will 
probably not exceed ten million quarters. 
This, of course, means that there is a large 
surplus of old wheat to be carried for- 
ward into next season, so that even if the 
present year’s crop be 33 per cent less than 
last year, India would still be able to ex- 
port a large quantity, viz., seven to eight 
million quarters. In such a case, it would 
necessitate a higher level of price to at- 
tract the wheat. 

The first official report of the condition 
of the Frene: crop on Jan. 15 has ap- 
peared this week, and shows the average 
condition to be only 67.9, against 72.2 last 
year, and 70.4 in 1908, while the area 
sown is rather less than last year. For the 
purposes of these agricultural reports, 
France is divided into ten sections, and 
from each of these sections reports are 
supplied by the prefects in ten different 
districts. 

The figures given above represent the 
average of these ten sections. The symbol 
80 represents a ‘‘good’’ condition decreas- 

ing in value down to 60, which meansa 
‘*fair condition,’’ and to 30, which means 
‘*mediocre’’ or ‘‘poor.’’ These January 
reports on the French crop, however, are 
not reliable guides as to the future crop, 
as the following returns for the past four 
years will show: 


* 4 
1904 72.2 i8.70 
1902 . 70.4 22.60 
PE icsevccvin neha susinaseeenne ens anne’ 69.7 20.20 





| RRSP e torre: 19.00 

*Condition. +Final yield per acre, bus. 

The record yield per acre in France was, 
in 1908, 22.60 bus, and in that year the 
January condition was only about two 
points above this year’s. 

From Russia the reports regarding the 
autumn-sown crops are not entirely favor- 
able, there being many sections where 
damage has been done by the severe frost 
where the plant was not sufficiently pro- 
tected by snow. The spring-sown crop is, 
of course, the most important, and it will 
be interesting to know whether the area 
to be sown will be equal to last year. 

Opinions are expressed with which one 
is inclined to agree, that the large draft 
on the agricultural population for the 

urposes of the war with Japan, and the 
Pistons which prevails in many parts of 
the country may result in a largely re- 
duced area this year. Meanwhile the ice- 
free ports of Odessa, Nicolaieff, Novorossisk 
sand Theodosia are shipping much more 
freely than was expected, the consequence 
being that the pric enon to Europe last 
week exceed the million quarters. 

Stocks of wheat in Russian ports are 
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increasing, which is unusual at this peri- 
od of the year. Official returns of the 
port stocks for the past two years com 
pare as follows, in quarters: 






1904-5 1903-4 
Nov. 14.. --- 1,645,000 2,780,000 
Dec. 14.. --- 1,720,000 — 2,700,000 
Jan. 14 --» 2,075,000 2,315,090 


A tight money market in Russia and 
high rates of interest on advances on grain 
probably furnish the reason for this desire 
to export wheat. 

From Roumania the crop reports are ex- 
cellent and an increase in the area sown of 
11 per cent is officially reported. 


Buffalo 


Special Correspondence 





The first three days of the week gave 
promise of another.setback in the demand 
for flour, but later, orders began to pile in 
and with ‘‘rush”’ shipping directions the 
miller was again contented and satisfied 
also on the score of future business, inas- 
much as sufficient flour was bought ahead 
to insure steady running for at least two 
weeks longer than he had figured on. The 
only trouble now is found in the scarcity of 
cars. Although relief is promised this 
week, the shortage is causing no end of 
complaint from buyers who are in urgent 
need of fresh supplies of flour. Some good 
work has been done in the last few days to- 
ward relieving the situation, but much 
more work in this direction is necessary, 
and it will be two weeks at least before 
everything is again moving smoothly. 

Pennsylvania and New York state are 
evidently short of flour, and New Eng- 
land has picked up quite encouragingly, 
but New York buyers remain out, appar- 
ently wanting too much for their money. 

There was another spurt in millfeed the 
latter part of the week and it is to be hoped 
that it is not another one of those short- 
lived bank-account breaking movements 
which so far have cost the dealer more than 
he can regain during the next six months. 

The local miller is possibly in a_ better 
situation this week than in_ several 
months, as there is a ‘‘hurry-up’’ demand 
for millfeeds of all kinds and dealers are 
taking it for the reason some of them are 
short of spot stuff and others find it as 
cheap as it can be laid down from the 
west. It took a good deal of shading on 
the part of the miller to get the stuff start- 
ed, and now that stocks have lightened 
up, an advance of a dollar per ton is asked. 
These low prices, it is claimed, were made 
on mixed carloads and with the object of 
getting rid of certain grades of flour. 

There is an active inquiry for gluten, 
but there is none to be had, for which the 
feed dealer is not sorry as it forces the con- 
sumer to buy something better. Hominy 
is in good demand and stronger. Oilmeal 
is higher and a further advance is expect- 
ed. Cornmeal also is higher, but the ad- 
vance does not appear to be firmly estab- 
lished. 

NOTES 


S. H. Jones of A. D. Thomson & Co., 
Duluth, was in Buffalo last week. 


The decrease in stocks of wheat here last 
week was 171,000 bus; of oats, 57,000 bus, 
and of barley, 269,000 bus. 


A. B. Black of Duluth at one time man- 
ager of the Urban Mills here, stopped off 
on his way to New York last Thursday, to 
meet his old friends on ’change. 

Henry J. Pierce, president of the Buffalo 
Chamber of Commerce, and his friends 
have bought control of the International 
Traction Co. in this city. The value of 
the stock of this company is $6,500,000. 

The stock of all grades of wheat in Buf- 
falo today is 4,962,000 bus, of which 1,266,- 
618 came from Canada. It is said arrange- 
ments are being made to return some of 
this Canadiar eat. Stocks of wheat 
last year Bet’. 29, were 3,180,000 bus. 
Jashburn-Crosby mill has shut 
non Manitoba wheat, indefinitely, it 
s believed. Other Buffalo millers will 
have none of it and the outside mills 
which have given it atrial are sorry. It 
runs too uneven to suit the miller who can 
get straight Duluth at nearly the same 
price. 

Country millers in this state have been 
getting a fair quantity of red winter wheat 
in the last few days at about $1.10@1.15, 
but it is considered too precious to grind 
at the low prices being offered for the 
product. Farmers are expected to relieve 
their bins during March, as the first of 
April is the annual settling day. 

A fairly good start has at last been made 
oading the fleet of vessels now 
uffalo river. The E. M. Peck took 
,500 bus of Chicago wheat at the 
ntier elevator, which will be used by 
1e Washburn-Crosby mill. The other 
steamers unloaded were: H. B. Nye, 32,- 
000 bus of wheat; D. M. Whitney, 225,000 
bus of flaxseed; Nottingham, 55,000 bus of 
barley; Luzon, 146,000 bus of oats and 
Sonora, 199,000 bus of barley. 

EK. BANGASSER. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Feb. 27. 
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Spring wheat patents have been inactive 
this last week. The quotation on the ex- 
change has been $6.40(@6.50 asked for stand- 
ard Minneapolis flour, with outside quo- 
tations ranging as high as #7.05 for the 
limit, but if no more has been done out- 
side than on the floor at the mill limits, it 
would not make office expenses for a large 
house for a day. The quotations which 
are given out, of course, vary a great dea! 
as to the locality. Figures quoted in the 
local newspapers are intended to cover the 
extreme range of jobbing prices, and are 
all the time leading to disputes between 
the mills and the firms here. 

It is a very easy thing to quote the mar- 
ket incorrectly, as all millers’ agents on 
the floor want the extreme prices quoted, 
without any regard to whether or not the 
flour is selling at those prices. Sucha 
condition is nota fair one, or rather the 
quotations should be separated into 
wholesale and jobbing prices. 

When the mill sees a quotation of $6.50 
for the New York price on standard pat- 
ents, without the explanation that it is 
the mill limit, and the best bid in car-lot 
lines is about $6.25 and some sales have 
been made at #6, it immediately leads to 
inquiry: ‘*Why did our flour not sell at 
the tep price?’’ The dispute on low grades 
is constant, and leads to continual corre- 
spondence of explanation. 

There has been a little business here this 
last week from about $5.90 for some of the 
lower-class patents up to $6.25 in wood, 
and in small lots occasionally higher 
prices have been reached. One of the rep- 
resentatives of a prominent northwestern 
mill, speaking of the market, said that 
while the limits are all $6.40(46.50, he did 
not believe that the mills would turn 
down a bid of $6.25 on anything like a 
round lot. 

On clears the market is #4(@4.25, just 
about #2 under the price of patents, and 
this quotation is a pretty good indication 
of the character of the demand. There is 
no market of any volume for clears, with 
a little selling for export, and prices here 
are no better than a year ago, and the 
same is the case as to millfeed. This 
makes the additional price of the wheat 
come all en the patent, and makes it hard 
work to sell the patent. 

Winter wheat flour is selling around 
£5.20(45.35 for straights, but the amount 
of business doing is small. The mills are 
asking from $5.40 to $5.60, but there seems 
to be flour here on the spot sufficient to fill 
the demand, and asa result there is no 
disposition to pay the full range of quota- 
tions asked. Low-grade winters are dull 
and almost nominal. 

Kansas flour has been moderately active 
with sales of so-called patents at $5.15(a 
5.25, although at the latter price the trade 
has been a little slow. The better grades 
are quoted up to about $5.40. Some sales 
have been made at a little better than this, 
but the advance in wheat has not brougbt 
any pronounced gain here. 





NOTES AND PERSONALS 


A. B. Black, manager of the Duluth- 
Superior branch of the Standard Milling 
Co., was on ’change here last Friday. 

A rumor was current here at the close 
of the week that another effort would be 
made in Washington to kill the drawback 
privilege on flour. 

W.S. Post, formerly with Wm. T. Rey- 
nolds & Co., Poughkee psie, N. Y ., and 
later of the firm of McVea & Post, has 
connected himself with Wikinson, Gaddis 
& Co., Newark, N. J., as manager of their 
grain ‘and feed business. 
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Henry H. Allen, manager of the Kansas 
City, Mo., branch of the Bemis Bro. Co., 
spent some time in the east recently. Mr. 
Allen was here on his wedding trip. 

The A. E. Baxter Engineering & Ap- 
praisal Co., Buffalo, N. Y., was recently 
awarded the contract for the rebuilding 
ofthe Davis Mill Co.’s plant at Rochester, 
as well as the new plant to be erected for 
Igleheart Bros., Evansville, Ind 

Herbert Bradley, traffic manager of the 
Federation has recently returned home 
from a trip to New Orleans. While in 
transit Mr. Bradley had an exciting and 
unpleasant experience in a railroad wreck. 
Nearly the entire train left the track, ow- 
ing to a clogged switch. The car in which 
Mr. Bradley was, slid into a mud bank, 
after having its entire running gear com- 
pletely ripped off. Fortunately, no one 
was injured. Owing to the excellent mis- 
management of the Southern Railway 
officials, the passengers on this train were 
twenty-four hours without food or water. 


Weather conditions have improved ma- 
terially throughout the east, and not only 
is it possible to handle flour better in the 
cities, but traffic conditions inthe country 
have improved, and with the milder 
weather, railroads are handling stuff very 
much more promptly than early in the 
month. The harbor is full of floating ice, 
but it is well broken up, and offers very 
little resistance to the prompt lightering 
of flour. Stocks of flour here have de- 
creased this month to quite a little extent, 
and it is believed that the March 1 show- 
ing will indicate quite good distribution, 
although there still isenough flour to sup- 
ply all the immediate needs. 


There have been reports current the past 
month regarding the condition of the crops 
in India, and a cable was circulated Friday 
that the Indian crop had been damaged 20 
per cent, which on last year’s product 
would be about 7: 3,000,000 bus, practically 
wiping out their export surplus, if the es- 
timate was correct. In connection with 
the reports of damage to the Indian wheat 
crop, there have come reports of quite seri- 
ous damage to the linseed crop, and prices 
in London and Antwerp, of both Indian 
and Argentine linseed have advanced up- 
wards of 10c per bu this last week, on the 
reports of damage to the Indian crop of 
seed, and this advance abroad has had a 
decided effect. in the American market in 
the last few days, and explains the recent 
advance in Duluth. The effect of the ad- 
vance abroad, if prices hold until May, 
will probably be to increase the American 
acreage this spring. 

There has been a little improvement in 
the export demand for Manitoba wheat. 
A few scattered lots have been taken, and 
it is expected that the total clearances up 
to the middle of March will be upwards of 
250,000 bus. This business was done at the 
lowest freight rates of the winter, and pos- 
sibly some of it was done on freights pre- 
viously engaged, in preference to shipping 
corn. The corn business is flat. This has 
been a very decided disappointment to the 
trade here. There wasa lot of ocean freight 
room engaged in December and early Jan- 
uary, in anticipation of an enormous move- 
ment of corn. Rates rapidly advanced, 
but foreigners suddenty stopped buying 
corn, and the rate on freights has dropped 
back tothe low point prevailing in the 
fall. Liverpool is down to one penny, and 
difficult to place, at that. Antwerp is one 
penny, and a little business was done to 
Glasgow at one penny. The result of this 
condition is that there are no grain bills 
in the exchange market, and the recent 
weakness in exchange, which has told 
against export business, has been on offer- 
ings of foreign bankers’ bills, owing to the 
higher rate of money here than on the oth- 
er side. 


A. L. RUSSELL. 





Baltimore 
Special Correspondence 


A repetition of the dullness of the past 
three or four weeks has been about the 
condition of the flour market for the week 
just ended. There was perhaps a slight 
increase in dealings, but so little that it 
was barely worth noticing. The tendency 
was toward lower prices and the business 
done was on a slightly lower range of val- 
ues on all grades, more particularly win- 
ters. Supplies here are about enough for 
the present and no one seems at all anxi- 
ous about the future. Western millers, 
writing to people here, seem to have vari- 
ous opinions. Some talk high prices out- 
side of wheat manipulation and others are 
inclined to look for lower prices, while 
nearby millers are growling because they 
can not get decent bids on their product. 

The trade here has settled down toa very 
conservative way of buying, owing to the 
uncertainty of the manipulation in wheat, 
and will probably continue to do so until 
things are more settled. 

The offerings and sales of flour to the 
wholesale trade include spring patent, $6@ 
6.25; spring straight, 5.85006; spring 
clear, #4.35(44.60; hard winter patent, #5.60 











@5.75; hard winter straight, $5.45@5.60; 


. hard winter clear, $4.10@4.25; winter pat- 


ent, $5.75@5.90; winter straight, $5.10@ 
5.25; winter clear, $4.85@5.05, all per 196 
Ibs in wood. 

City mills report a very dull home trade 
and no export demand. Their output for 
the week was about 5,000 bbls. 

The clearances of flour for the week were 
24,560 bbls; receipts, also principally for 
shipment, 28, 390 

The exports of flour for the week were; 
Belfast, 7,800 bbls; Glasgow, 4,460; Dub- 
lin, 4,300; Rotterdam, 4,730; Hamburg, 

,120; Cardiff, 2,000; Port Antonio, 30, and 
coastwise, 100. 


F LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


George C. Wilkins, retired general agent 
for the Pennsylvania Railroad, was pre- 
sented a silver fruit bow] at the banquet 
tendered by members of the Baltimore 
Chamber on Saturday night at the Hotel 
Belvidere. 


The chairmen of the several committees 
of the Chamber of Commerce were named 
as follows: arbitration, George T. Gam- 
brill; margins, William R. Hammond; 
flour, J. Ross Myer; transportation and 
law, George T. Gambrill; cloverseed, 
Joseph O. Linton. 

WILLIAM E. BAITZELL. 

Baltimore, Md., Feb. 27 





Boston 


Special Correspondence 


The week just closed was a dull one in 
the flour market. The demand was quiet 
and there was little of interest to report. 

Sales were confined almost entirely to 
car lots, buyers only purchasing to meet 
immediate requirements. There was some 
business done each day, the light receipts 
and diminishing transit supplies causing 
the trade to keep in the market, but no 
large lines were sold. 

A great many New England dealers look 
upon the present wheat situation as un- 
warranted, and believe that lower flour 
prices will prevail before a great while. 

The recent advance in the prices of 
spring wheat patents, placed these grades 
in most instances above the views of buy- 
ers, and as a result the trade showed little 
desire to purchase ahead. 

Where concessions in price are made 
there is not much difficulty in making 
sales, as the jobbers are on the lookout for 
anything of good quality that is offered 
at a low price. At the present time, how- 
ever, millers are not weakening to any ex- 
tent and little business is passing. 

Asking prices on certain grades of 
spring patents in some instances are all 
out of line as regards the bids made by the 
trade. Some of the Minneapolis special 
patents are quoted up to $6.85 per bbl, in 
wood, with others held at $6.65 per bbl. 
The general asking quotation for spring 
wheat country patents is $6.55, but there 
is little inquiry even at this price. 

There are a few country patents offered 
at $6.35 per bbl, but the amount is small. 
Few re-sales were made during the week, 
the bulk of the flour now owned here hav- 
ing been purchased at near prevailing 
quotations. 

Kansas hard wheat patents are still held 
at a comparatively high range, with offer- 
ings limited. Good brands can be pur- 
chased at $5.90 per bb] in wood, although 
some millers are holding their product at 
#6(6.15 per bbl. Country Kansas patents 
in sacks were offered at $5.60 per bbl. 

Winter wheat flours from the Pacific 
coast are held at $5(@5.10 per bbl in jute, 
for the best grades of straight flour, with 
some inferior quality offered at $4.80. 
Offerings of these flours are not so liberal, 
re-sales having been made by dealers at 
$5.55 per bbl in wood, the receivers having 
repacked in wood. 

Other soft winter wheat flours are held 
steady, but the demand for all grades is 
slow. There was some demand for first- 
class patents, but the market was too high 
to make sales. The best patents were held 
at $6.15 per bbl, but there were good pat- 
ents offered at $5.95@6. Good Pennsyl- 
vania patents were quoted at $5.85@5.90 
with sales made at this range. At the 
present time Michigan flours are offered 
lower than those from other sections but 
are difficult to sell. 

Winter wheat clears and straights were 
slow of sale, at $5.70@5.90 per bbl for Ohio, 
Indiana straights and $5.40@5.60 for clears. 
New York clears and straights are held 
at $5.35(5.70. 

The export demand is slow, with no 
prospect of improvement on this wheat 
crop. 

NOTES 

J.O. Frost is on the road to recovery 
from illness at his home in Worcester. 

Horace Cook sailed today from New 
York on a three months’ trip in the Medi- 
terranean sea, 

Steamer Philadelphian, which was bad- 
ly injured in the recent fire at the Hoosac 
Tunnel docks, will make temporary re- 
pairs at this port and proceed to London 
where permanent repairs will be made. 


March 1, 1905 





P. J. O’ Toole, for a number of years en 
gaged in the grain-exporting trade at thj 
port, has entered business on his own ac- 
count, having secured the agency of sever- 
al heavy grain exporters in Chicago and 


elsewhere. 
Boston, Feb. 27. L. W. DE Pass. 


Philadelphia 


Special Correspondence 


There was no important change in the 
condition of the flour market last week. 
The intervention of two holidays, election 
day and Washington’s birthday, intensified 
the dullness of the market, and the volume 
of transactions was small. Transactions 
were principally in second-hand stocks, 
which were available below mill limits’ 
The latter were steadily maintained. 

Sales of spring patent generally ranged 
from $6 to $6.25 per 196 bls in wood, with 
exceptional transactions at $6.35 and some 
stencils limited above the latter figure. 
Clear and straight were dull and without 
important change, viz., $4.25@4.€0 for the 
former and $5.75@6 for the latter, both per 
196 Ibs in wood. 

Offerings of Kansas flours were light and 
values ruled steady, though trade was slow 
at $4.50@5 for clear $5.30@5.60 for straight 
and $5.45@5.75 for patent, all per 196 Ibs in 
sacks. 

Winters were quiet but steady with light 
offerings. Sales of Pennsylvania straight 
were generally at $5.20@5.25 per 196 Ibs in 
wood, though exceptional sales of choice 
brands were reported at $5.30. Western 
straight ranged from $5.20 to $5.40 as to 
buality per 196 lbs in wood. Patent was 
dull and nominal at $5.50@5.75 per 196 Ibs 
in wood. 

The city mills report a quiet trade with 
no important change in prices. 

NOTES 


Talbot L. Hibberd, grain and hay dealer, 
has applied for membership to the Com- 
mercial Exchange. 

Marcus Johnson, president of the Red 
Lake Falls (Minn.) Milling Co., was a vis- 
itor on ’change last week. 

The thirty-seventh annual meeting of 
the Vessel] Owners’ & Captains’ Associa 
tion of Philadelphia was held at the rooms 
of that body today. 

Frank L. Neall of Peter Wright & Sons 
has been elected president of the Chesa- 
peake & Delaware Canal Co., vice Joseph 
E. Gillingham, resigned. 

The firm of C. W. Wagar & Co. has been 
dissolved by mutual consent, Frank kK. 
Miller retiring to become treasurer of the 
Millbourne Mills. The business of C. W. 
Wagar & Co. will be continued under the 
same firm name by Clarence W. Wagar. 

SAMUEL S. DANIELS. 

Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 


Toledo 


Special Correspondence 








There were a few more scattered orders 
for flour here last week, but the trade is 
still called extremely dull. The increased 
flour output here was because shipping 
instructions were received on some old 
sales. New business was not equal to the 
amount produced. 

There is no life to the trade as yet 

Wheat is being offered more freely at the 
interior, but millers are not anxious to in 
crease their present large holdings, con 
sidering the unsatisfactory flour demand. 
The flour output was 11,000 bbls, against 
7,500 the previous week, and 24,500 a yea 
ago. 
Millfeed is not in sharp demand but 
there are enough orders received to tak« 
the limited amount made without shading 
prices that have ruled in the past two 
months. 

The wheat market was a tame affair. 
Speculators seem to be watching instead 
of acting, and demand for the cash arti- 
cle has been slow, not to exceed ten cars 
taken from here, and these all on single 
car-lot orders to small millers. Prices 
showed a *(c range, closing at the lowest 
point of the week. Moderate temperatures 
everywhere increased movement and mar- 
ketings. 

The snow has disappeared and there 
are no bad reports as to the crop, but on 
the other hand farmers say fields look 
promising. 

Wheat receipts were 42 cars, against 
31 the previous week and 24 last year. 
Stocks in public elevators and afloat are 
349,000 bus, against 175,000 last year. 

Corn prices have advanced more from 
speculation than demand. Exporters have 
been entirely out of the market here. Do- 
mestic demand has been fair, but country 
offerings have been in excess of demand, 
although not large. Receipts will continue 
liberal on old sales and be augmented by 
grain that was sidetracked during the cold 
spell. Receipts were 156 cars. 

Oats have been steady, with indications 
of increased movement. Demand is only 
fair, considering that oats are the cheap- 
est of coarse grains. 


Toledo, Feb. 27. W. E. BrRIGHAM. 
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It was expected that ere this a good de- 
mand for flour would have sprung up in 
the Maritime Provinces, which is the 
principal market for the Ontario mills, 
but so far these expectations have been 
doomed to disappointment. The situation 
from a business point of view is even 
worse than a week ago, as just when the 
railroads by much effort had succeeded in 
getting trains running fairly well on the 
main lines and some of the branches par- 
tially opened, another tremendous snow- 
storm on Wednesday and Thursday com- 
pletely blocked the roads, tying things up 
worse than ever. So serious has the situa- 
tion become in some parts, that cattle and 
horses have been killed to prevent their 
starving, and some of the towns have 
only a few days’ supplies on hand. Travel- 
lers returning from Nova Scotia, and mer- 
chants attending the meeting of the 
Wholesale Grocers’ Guild say that it is im- 
possible to realize the situation unless one 
has been on the spot. 

When the demand does start, millers 
expect orders to come in with a rush, as 
reports from all quarters indicate that 
stocks are very light. Local business has 
also been quiet, even the bakers appar- 
ently having dropped out of the market. 
Bakers report that demand for bread has 
fallen off very materially lately, the severe 
weather of the past few weeks throwing 
many of their customers out of employ- 
ment and they are economizing either by 
baking bread themselves or substituting 
potatoes or other cheaper foods to eke out 
their scanty earnings. 

A number of mills in Ontario were shut 
down during the week on account of be- 
ing unable to get wheat forward, pur- 
chased ten days or two weeks ago. The 
railroads have found it practically im- 
possible to handle any freight since the 
heavy storms of Feb. 10 and 11, but the 
mild weather of the last three or four 
days has helped matters very much, and 
the railroads report all their lines now 
open. The mills are looking for speedy re- 
lief. 

The price of Ontario wheat has _ re- 
mained unchanged all the week. The de- 
mand exceeded the offerings until Satur- 
day, when offerings became freer, the 
country buyers reporting better deliveries 
as the roads were again becoming pass- 
able. If the roads continue good they ex- 
pect fairly free receipts for the next week 
or so, when the farmers will probably de- 
liver all they intend to sell till after seed- 
ing. 

Prices of Manitoba wheat at elevators 
this side of the lakes are also practically 
unchanged and have reached the top for 
the present, for with the decline of nearly 
two cents a bushel ip cash wheat at Win- 
nipeg, wheat can be delivered all rail now 
as cheaply as ex-elevator. Ontario buyers 
have taken on much of the Winnipeg May 
option since the price declined under $1.04. 

Montreal exporters said on Tuesday that 
they had made the first sale of No. 3 
northern in two months, from which it 
would appear that only No. 1 and No. 2 
northern are now above an export basis. 


NOTES AND PERSONALS 


G. S. Baldwin, miller of Aurora, was in 
the city Friday and said he was paying 
$1.06 per bu to the farmers for wheat and 
getting perhaps 200 bus a day. He thinks 
the farmers in his neighborhood stil] hold 
a fair amount of wheat, but nothing like 
the quantity they usually hold at this sea- 
son of the year. 

W. G. Bailey of Lake & Bailey, flour 
millers at Hamilton, called here Friday. 


He reports that business bas been very . 
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good with his firm, as they are running 
their mill steadily. It is on local business. 
They have shipped only three cars of flour 
east during the past ten months. They 
are paying the highest price for wheat that 
has been reported of late, $1.12 tothe farm- 
ers, but they are only getting about 100 
bus a week. The roads are in such a state 
that nothing has come in for several weeks 
except a few lots of oats. 


The Wholesale Grocers’ Guild of Canada 
held its annual meeting in the council 
chamber of the Board of Trade on Wednes- 
day and Thursday, Feb. 23 and 24. It was 
attended by wholesale merchants from all 
parts of the Dominion. W. C. Cross of 
Hall & Fairweather, St. John, N. B., who 
handle a good deal of flour in that prov- 
ince, was one of the representatives pres- 
ent. A number of millers came to the city 
to meet their customers from the Maritime 
Provinces, who were attending the con- 
vention, as many of the wholesale mer- 
chants are large handlers of flour. 


R. D. Robertson of the Tillson Co., 
Ltd., Tilsonburg, returned last week from 
a month’s trip inthe Maritime Provinces, 
where he has been calling on the custom- 
ers of the company. He finds the stocks of 
flour bright, but the dealers were not dis- 
posed to buy unless they were entirely 
out, as exif wish to secure lower prices 
before stocking up and think flour can not 
hold at the present comparatively bigh 
figure. He reports that while his com- 
pany has a fair number of orders on hand, 
the mill is not running anything like as 
heavily as it did up to the end of January. 


The Millers & Manufacturers Insurance 
Co. held its annual meeting Feb. 24. The 
president, James Goldie of Guelph, oc- 
cupied the chair. The directors’ report 
showed that while the company’s ordinary 
losses for the year had been low, only some 
$23,000, its losses in Toronto’s big fire had 
not only absorbed all its premium income 
for this year, but had considerably reduced 
its rest account. The bonus of ten per cent 
which has been paid annually to policy 
holders for several years will be discon- 
tinued until the rest account justifies its 
resumption. Even without any bonus, 
the rates to policy holders are much below 
those of the old line companies. The old 
board of directors was re-elected. 


A number of oatmeal millers met in 
the city, Friday, and discussed at length 
the unsatisfactory condition of the oat- 
meal business in Ontario. The high price 
of oats here and the low price of oats in 
the United States has not only taken away 
their foreign market entirely, but the lo- 
cal market is being largely supplied by 
meal from the United States. No way out 
of the difficulty can be seen and the next 
few months’ outlook for this industry is 
anything but bright. Some of the oat- 
meal millers in the city were, J. Wright, 
Owen Sound: A. E. Stanley and J. S. Gil- 
fillan of the Lucan Milling Co., Lucan; 
R. D. Martin, M. P., of Martin Bros., 
Mount Forest, and Walter Thompson of 
Mitchell. 

A press report from Ottawa states that 
E. M. Campbell of Toronto Junction is to 
be appinted grain inspector for the Toron- 
to district. Mr. Campbell has been in the 
employ of Arch Campbell, M. P. of Centre 
York, for a pumber of years in his mill at 
Toronto Junction. The grain men can 
hardly believe the report is true in view of 
the resolution of the grain section of the 
Board of Trade, recommending the ap- 
pointment of W. E. Milner of Brampton. 
They say that although Mr. Campbell may 
be well posted in wheat, yet his knowledge 
of coarse grain can be only limited, and 
although he has been manager of the mill 
for a number of years, he has not that in- 
timate knowledge of the requirements of 
the grain trade, from a shipping stand- 

oint, it is desirable that the man should 

ave, who is to be inspector for an impor- 
tant division like Toronto. It will be neces- 
sary for Mr. Campbell to pass an examina- 
tion before the board of grain examiners 
before he shali become eligible for the posi- 
tion. 


The site of the Royal Dominion Mills 
which burned in the Toronto fire and were 
owned by M. McLaughlin & Co., was in- 
cluded in the expropriation order issued 
by the railway commission at Ottawa last 
week in favor of the Grand Trunk railway. 
Mr. McLaughlin has decided not to re- 
build but has purchased a large interest 
in the business of the Hedley Shaw Mill- 
ing Co. and will continue to handle his ex- 
tensive business in this city in connection 
with the Shaw company’s mills at St. 
Catharines and Thorold, the products of 
which can be shipped to Toronto by either 
water or rail. Mr. McLaughlin left last 
week for Italy, accompanied by his wife 
and daughter, and will make an extended 
trip over the Continent before returning. 


Hedley Shaw, president of the company, 
has an office in the Board of Trade build- 
ing and will have a general oversight of 
the Toronto business during Mr. Mc- 
Laughlin’s absence, but this will not be 
an arduous task as the business has been 
left in capable hands. 

A. Dobson, miller of Beaverton, has 
been in the city for a couple of days, 
meeting Wilson Irwin, manager of the 
Manitoba Peat Co., Ltd., of Winnipeg, 
who has been sent down to secure the 
Dobson peat machinery for the use of that 
company. Sir Daniel H. McMillan, K. C. 
M. G., lieutenant governor of Manitoba, 
is president of the company and Robert 
Taylor of the Hudson Bay Co., vice-presi- 
dent. Several months ago Mr. Taylor vis- 
ited Ontario to inquire into the success of 
Mr. Dobson’s operations in the manufac- 
ture of peat fuel, and this order is the re- 
sult. The company has secured valuable 
tracts of peat Jand at Fort Francis, Ont., 
and will immediately proceed to erect its 
first plant to supply the Winnipeg mar- 
ket. This plant is expected to bein full 
operation by next August. Mr. Dobson 
reports that the demand for flour in the 
north country, where he makes all his 
shipments, continues good, but he has had 
great difficulty in securing a sufficient 
quantity of oats to supply his customers. 

Lincoln Goldie of the James Goldie Co. 
of Guelph spent a couple of days in Mon- 
treal last week. He met there Mr. Hast- 
ings from Winnipeg, of the Lake of the 
Woods Milling Co. This gentleman is 
quite bullish on the future of Manitoba 
wheat, and thinks the millers are making 
a mistake in selling flour for export at the 
low price at which it is offering. Mon- 
treal men, however, are generally bearish 
and look for lower prices on Manitoba 
wheat. Mr. Goldie says he has learned 
that a great deal of Canadian flour has 
been going to South Africa. The space 
on the line of steamships which has been 
subsidized by the Canadian government to 
promote trade between Canada and the 
South African colonies is now entirely 
taken up with flour and other Canadian 
products. In fact, the last steamship sail- 
ing could not take all the freight offered, 
whereas a few months ago the ships were 
sometimes sailing with only half a cargo. 
Mr. Goldie expressed the opinion that if 
the Canadian millers can retain the foot- 
hold which they now have in the South 
African colonies, that market will prove a 
very valuable outlet for Canadian flour. 
The James Goldie Co. has still enough or- 
ders ahead to keep its mill running 
through March, although orders have not 
been coming in freely during the past 
week. 

CHARLES B. WATTS. 





Montreal 
Special Correspondence 


There has been no actual change in the 
flour situation. The cutting, however, 
which I mentioned last week has become 
more frequent and especially so in the case 
of local jobbing trade in eastern Ontario 
and in the Ottawa valley. In other sec- 
tions of the country tributary to this mar- 
ket values are fairly well maintained. 
There has been a rather large amount of 
new business during the week, as the re- 
cent storms interfered with the movement 
of orders and they are only being caught 
up with now. In Ontario grades prices 
are exceptionally firm. 

Export business is on the quiet side with 
prices steady. Letters at hand today from 
London assert that ‘‘flour maintains its 
strength on paucity of supplies and Cana- 
dian commands a steady stream of buy- 
ing, showing best value for the money, 
though some buyers complain that it is 
not of sufficient strength.’’ Recent prices 
over there have been 30s(@30s 6d for Cana- 
dian patents ex-ship, while clear grades 
arefon the weak side, buyers coming in 
slowly, with cutting extreme. 

THE WHEAT SITUATION 

There is much interest regarding the 
wheat situation in eastern and central 
Canada, so I send some statistics picked 
up during the week. It is very generally 
agreed that there is awaiting market in 
eastern and central about the following 
quantities of Manitoba wheat: at Buffa- 
lo, 1,500,000 bus and from 300,000 to 400,000 
bus at Portland, a small quantity at West 
St. John, N. B., and about 250,000 bus at 
New York. There are also said to be scat- 
tered at the various lake ports about 3,000,- 
000 bus, the great bulk of which it is ex- 
pected will be consumed by Ontario mill- 
ers. Last week 35,000 bus of Manitoba 
wheat were shipped from New York, of 
which 15,000 bus went to Glasgow and 30,- 
000 to Liverpool, 
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CANADIAN DEPARTMENT 


There has been some inquiry in this 
market for English account but No. 2 and 
8 northern Manitoba were 5@6c out of 
line. This is why so much Manitoba 
wheat is stored at the different ports, 
awaiting a market. In New York, No. 2 
northern has recently sold at $1.07, and 
No. 3, at $1.02. 

NOTES 


The Grand Trunk Railway is spending 
large sums of money acquiring valuable 
sites in the center of Battle Creek, Mich. 
It is said that one will be used for erect- 
ing thereon a $100,000 depot, and another 
for engine and tool shops. 

Upon the opening of spring, work will 
be begun on the last link of double track- 
ing on the line of the Grand Trunk rail- 
way between Montreal and Chicago, that 
section lying between London and Kings- 
court, Ont., the contract having been 
awarded. The piece of track in question 
is about forty miles in length, and it isex- 
pected that it will be completed by Aug. 1. 

The Canada Southern railway fast- 
freight line will in future operate through 
Buffalo over the Pennsylvania instead of 
the New York Central. This means that 
freight will be delivered to the Pennsyl- 
vania at Black Rock by the Michigan Cen- 
tral instead of to the New York Central at 
Suspension Bridge. Railroad men gener- 
ally seem to think that the change signi- 
fies a possible alliance. between the New 
York Central and Pennsylvania interesis. 

A syndicate has been formed, under the 
name of the Canadian Canals Corporation, 
with headquarters at Toronto, for the pur- 
pose of building canals from a point on 
Georgian bay between Waubaushene and 
Port Severn, or on Nottawasaga bay, on 
Lake Simcoe, thence to some point on 
Lake Ontario, and from some point on 
Nottawasaga bay along the valley of the 
Nottawasaga river, thence to some point 
on Lake Ontario. One terminus on Lake 
Ontario is to be in the county of York, 
and the other either in the county of York 
or in the county of Ontario. The company 
seeks authority to construct the necessary 
basins and reservoirs. It asks the expro- 
priation powers, and desires authority to 
levy and collect tolls. The capital] stock of 
the company is placed at fifteen million 
dollars. H. C. Spalding of New York, 
Col. J. I. Davidson, and Peleg Howland 
of Toronto are the promoters of the enter- 
prise. 

Montreal, Feb. 27. 


Manitoba 


Special Correspondence 

The market for flour is weaker. Prices 
have not changed in this market, but 
there is not the same confidence that was 
noted a week ago. This due to bearish re- 
ports from the east. It is reported here 
that both Toronto and Montreal are not 
so firm as they were, and this has the 
effect of making local millers easier in 
their views. This is not to say that there 
has been any cutting in the west, and asa 
matter of fact the selling price today is 
just what it was a week ago. 

Demand for flour holds good. It is even 
better than it was with western millers, 
finer weather having loosened up the traf- 
fic situation in the country. The country 
people are able to move about much more 
freely since the mild weather began. The 
weather is now quite mild in western Ca- 
nada and there is a general revival of busi- 
ness activity as a consequence. The flour 
trade now moving is mostly local in its 
character, although there is also some ex- 
port trade moving; quite enough to take 
care of the surplus outputs of the mills 
which go in for this business. 

Best Hungarian patents are selling here 
today at $2.95 per sack of 98 Ibs, seconds at 
$2.75, strong clears at $2.15@2.25, all for 
jobbing quantities, delivered to the retail 
trade, and subject to the usual discount of 
10c per sack. 

The market for Manitoba wheat, though 
dull, in sympathy with American mar- 
kets, and lower, is in a healthy condition. 
Buyers are not a bit disconcerted by the 
drop of 2c per bu in the price of best 
grades which marked the course of prices 
last week. They are willing to wait for 
the upward turn which they believe will 
come before long and meanwhile are sim- 
ply holding on to what they have. This 
means that the market is not ina very 
active condition. Buying orders are much 
fewer than was the case a fortnight ago. 

Some weak holders are inclined to take 
fright at this, but they will hang on if they 
can, and, if they can, will no doubt come 
out all right in the end as there is almost a 
certainty that all the good wheat now re- 
maining in the hands of dealers here will 
be wanted before another crop is ready for 
milling. 

The movement of wheat from interior 
country points to lake terminals is com 


W. A. RITCHIE. 
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paratively heavy. This is due tothe excep- 
tionally mild weather, which enables the 
railways to move trains almost as freely 
as in summer. Farmers are also making 


heavy deliveries, for the same reason. It . 


may be that this will mean a complete 
cessation later on as the quantity to be 
moved can not be very great. If it is 
moved in February and early March there 
will be nothing left for shipment later on. 
The railways are naturally quite ready to 
take the traffic now, while there is noth- 
ing else doing with them, thus releasing 
the in-rolling stock for other purposes dur- 
ing the busy spring months. 

At the close of the week Manitoba wheat 
was selling on the Winnipeg exchange at 
the following prices: No. 1 northern, $1; 
No. 2 northern, 97c: No. 3 northern, 91c; 
No. 4 extra, 84!gc: No. 4 wheat, 82c; spot 
or February delivery, Fort William or Port 
Arthur. May option closed at $1.03!<¢c, 
and July at $1.044c¢. 

The market for coarse grains and feed is 
steady to firmer. Oats of the best quality 
are worth 36@37c per bu of 34 lbs, in car 
lots on track Winnipeg. Oats chop, $26 per 
ton: barley chop, #20; mixed barley and 
oats, $24. Bran is worth $13 per ton, in 
bulk; shorts, $15. 


NOTES 


During the week ended Feb. 21 there 
were inspected at Winnipeg 361 cars of 
wheat, against 173 for the same week last 
year. 

S. P. Hodgson of the Headingly (Man.) 
Milling Co., Ltd., informs me that he will 
build a mill and elevator at Swan Lake, 
Man., during the coming summer. 

Still another well-to-do district in Mani- 
toba has subscribed a considerable sum of 
money to be used in encouraging a flour 
miller to locate at that particular point. 
This scheme is now on foot and the open- 
ing should be a good one. 

On the evening of Thursday, Feb. 23, 
there were in store at Fort William and 
Port Arthur 3,912,000 bus of wheat, and in 
elevators west of the lakes 5,905,000 bus. 
Receipts at the lake terminals during the 
week ended that date were 150,272 bus and 
shipments, 111,675 bus. 

Besides the numerous openings for flour 
mills in this country which have been 
mentioned from week to week in this cor- 
respondence, there are a number of flour 
mills for sale. The owners assign various 
reasons for wishing to sell out, most of 
these good reasons. In some of the cases 


the districts are particularly prosperous | 


and ought to yield good livings to any 
millers who care to buy. 

So far as can be discovered from the out- 
side there is not very much doing in the 
matter of the proposed new mills of large 
capacity at various points in western Cana- 
da. At least two concerns are figuring on 
building mills of large capacity at Winni- 
peg, and a third is bluffing at such a 
scheme. There are also a number of prop- 
ositions for mills east of this city, at Fort 
Francis, Keewatin, Rat Portage and other 
points. To date, however, the only new 
mill of large capacity actually under con- 
struction is the one at Fort William. 

A. H. BAILEY. 

Winnipeg, Man.. Feb. 27. 


THE HOPPER 


The prevention of the smoke nuisance 
is asubject that has engaged the attention 
of individuals and of city authorities for 
years. There are usually city ordinances 
prohibiting the pollution of the atmos- 
phere by black smoke, and occasionally 
there are zealous officials who make 
trouble for millers and other manufactur- 
ers by attempting to enforce such regula- 
tions. There are inventions and devices 
without number guaranteed to do away 
with smoke and to reduce fuel bills. But 
in spite of the impulse of prohibitive laws 
and the attraction of a promised saving in 
fuel, factories keep on belching out smoke, 
in the good old-fashioned way. 

Minneapolis is probably no worse than 
the average American city where any 
manufacturing is done, yet about the sec- 
ond day after there has been a fresh snow- 
fall there, all trace of its virgin whiteness 
is gone, thanks toa covering of particles 
of coal dust. Sothe natural inference is 
that the various smoke consumers on the 
market do not consume. 

For the most part, the devices hitherto 
in use have consisted of appliances for 
coking the coal beforehand and burning 
merely the gases under the boilers: or of 
some special form of furnace or forced 
draft, furnished hy steam jet or otherwise, 
for more thoroughly consuming the car 
bon. The usual form of grate bar, with 
air introduced from beneath, has common- 
ly been retained. 

By changing this arrangement, and dis 
pensing entirely with grate bars, a Glas- 
gow inventor is said to have solved the 
problem of burning coal economically and 
without producing any smoke. No matter 
how poor the coal, it gives forth no smoke. 
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The coal is fed by an automatic stoker, 
and the air enters with it from above. 

According to the London Miller, Sir 
John Primrose, in whose Glasgow mill the 
Thomson device has been employed for 
some time past, says that there has been 
such an absence of smoke, since the instal- 
lation, that friends have often inquired 
why the mills were stopped, as they could 
see no smoke whatever. As a result of 
seven months’ trial it is estimated that 
there has been a saving of at least 15 to 17 
per cent, while the power has been in- 
creased one-fifth. 

These are claims that are often made for 
smoke preventing or consuming devices, 
but seldom substantiated. Sir John, how- 
ever, besides being an amateur photog- 
rapher of great ability, and a successful 
Lord Provost of Glasgow, is not lacking 
in that appreciation of the value of 
pounds, shillings and pence commonly at- 
tributed to his countrymen. 

Hence, when he says the device makes a 
saving, it is safe to assume that he knows 
whereof he speaks. And thus it really 
looks as if the abolition of smoke, which, 
if the simile is permissible, has so long 
been an ‘“‘ignis fatuus,’’ is about to be- 
come a ‘‘fait accompli.”’ 


* * 
HEAVY FAILURE IN THE PRODUCE TRADE 
Liabilities Over £80,000 


The following circular has been issued 
to the creditors of Messrs. John McNairn 
& Co., produce inerchants, 104 Brunswick 
Street, Glasgow: 

149 West George Street, 
GLASGOW, 7th February, 1905. 

Gentlemen: We have to inform you that 
Messrs. John McNairn & Co., produce 
merchants, 104 Brunswick Street, Glas- 
gow, have been compelled to suspend pay- 
ment, and their books have been placed in 
our hands for the purpose of preparing a 
statement of affairs, which will be sub- 
mitted to a meeting of creditors to be held 
here at an early date, of which you will 
receive due notice. 

To ensure the accuracy of the statement, 
please send us in course of post a note of 
your claim, and we have respectfully to re- 
quest you to protect all current accept- 
ances of the firm. 

Yours faithfully, 
THOMAS M’LINTOCK & Co. 

We understand that the liabilities 
amount to upwards of £80,000. It is stated 
that the difficulties of the firm have arisen 
principally through operations in foreign 
produce and mainly in American flour. 
American firms are said to be involved to 
the extent of fully one-half of the total 
liabilities. It is understood that the ma- 
jority of the Glasgow creditors are fairly 
well secured. 

The foregoing extract from the Glasgow 
Herald of Feb.12,tellsa curious tale. Since 
there has been no especial decline in the 
price of flour in Glasgow for many months 
past, it will be asked, ‘‘How could Ameri- 
can shippers be the losers to such an ex- 
tent?’’ If they had followed the usual cus- 
tom of the trade, and made drafts with 
documents deliverable on payment only, 
they could not have suffered any great loss. 
What, then, is the explanation of the 
losses on the part of American shippers? 
It appears by private advices received from 
Glasgow, that certain American millers 
have been inthe habit of sending along 
the bills of lading for shipments of flour 
to John McNairn & Co. without making 
any draft against them, and that such bills 
of lading were used by the Glasgow house 
to finance its business. 

It is almost incredible that such a state 
of things could exist. One would not 
think it possible that a miller could de- 
part so far from the customs of the trade 
as to ship flour on any other terms than 
‘‘cash against documents.’’ On the other 
hand, it does not seem possible that any 
firm of the standing of Joha McNairn & 
Co. would resort to such methods to keep 
its business afloat. Yet unless something 
of this kind had taken place, there is no 
way of accounting for the enormous lia- 
bilities of the suspended firm, though it is 
true that the amount of the assets is not 
given. 

The firm of John MecNairn & Co. has 
had its internal difficulties. The remain- 
ing partner, Mr. John Stevenson, has en- 
joyed the confidence of the trade and of 
the Northwestern Miller, which is still at 
a loss to understand the present disastrous 
showing. American shippers who have 
been so foolish as to deal in such an un- 
business-like way will no doubt receive a 
lesson so bitter that they will need no 
words of the Northwestern Miller to re- 
strain them from repeating the experience. 

It will do no harm, however, to remind 
them that they are not the only sufferers, 
but that the just must suffer with the un- 
just. For flour sent along in that way and 
sacrificed to raise money to finance the 
purchaser, must mean flour sold at an un- 
duly low price to the detriment of the 
whole trade. Whena miller is asked to 
make any terms that are unusual in the 
trade, let him remember the case of Jobn 
MecNairn & Co. and refuse to entertain 
any such proposition. 


Coopers’ Chips 





Conducted by FREDERICK J. CLARK. 
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Fred Patterson, representing a compan 


at Luck, Wis., was in Minneapolis on Fri-. 


day, looking up the hoop market. He had 
a limited quantity of coiled hoop to offer. 


For the week ending Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by five Minne- 
apdlis shops as follows: elm staves, 5 cars; 
heading, 8; patent hoops, 2: hickory 
hoops, 2; total, 17. 


Frank Treat, a cooper who had been a 
member of the Co-operative Bbl. Co. 
some 20 years, died a few days since at 
his home in Minneapolis of consumption. 
He was about 40 years of age. 


The use by Minneapolis flour mills of 
50,840 bbls for the week ended Saturday, 
represented the consumption of apvroxi- 
mately 192,000 patent hoops, 160,000 hick- 
ory hoops and 87,000 wire hoops. 


It -is difficult to say anything new about 
barrel stock. The demand is very light 
and prices are largely nominal. However, 
the Minneapolis shops are gradually work- 
ing toward the end of old contracts, and 
some of them are nearing the point when 
they will again be in the market to buy. 
One company is now inquiring as to elm 
staves, while two shops are more interest- 
ed in patent hoops than they have been 
heretofore. Just what the market value 
of Michigan elm staves is, is hard to say. 
Dealers are asking $10.25@10.50. Coiled 
elm hoops are the strongest article on the 
list, and are held at $9.50@10.25 per M for 
Michigan makes. Heading continues easy 
for prompt shipment. No doubt a number 
of factories have had small surpluses which 
they were willing to part with at low 
prices, and consequently a few cars have 
been sold at about 544c per set. Manu- 
facturers generally contend that such a 
price is too low and are asking 54@5%c, 
especially for future shipment. One manu- 
facturer in the city last week wanted 6c. 

Attached are quotations of flour barrel 
stock f.o.b. cars at Minneapolis: 


Michigan elm staves, M........... $10.00@ 10.50 
10.00 @ 


Wisconsin elm staves, M........... 00 @..... 
Head linings, small lots, M........ B® .40 
Head linings, car lots, M.......... 26@Q 28 
Basswood heading. set............. .054%@ .05% 
Michigan patent hoops, M......... 9.50@10.25 
Other patent hoops, M............. 9.00@ 9.50 
Hickory HOODS, Bh .«...02.50<040c000e0 6.50@... 


A new type of barrel is being exploited 
in Minneapolis, to the end of interesting 
some local milling company to adopt it. 
The barrel is presented as a knock-down 
affair, and has no bilge, the sides being in 
a straight line. There are 31 staves, 
214 inches wide, and they are tongued and 
grooved. The head is 1814 inches in diame- 
ter. The barrel bears five flat iron hoops, 
which are fastened to the staves by nails. 
The claim made for the package is that all 
kinds of wood can be utilized in the man- 
ufacture of the staves. With no bilge to 
facilitate the handling of such a package 
after it ‘is filled with flour, it would be 
interesting to know how the barrel could 
be moved about and loaded into cars and 
unloaded from them. The sugar barrel 
men are understood to consider the pack- 
age of no special value to them. 


While Minneapolis barrel sales last week 
increased 14,000 the number of barrels taken 
by the mills made an unfavorable showing 
compared with other years. A year ago 
the shops were unable to supply barrels as 
fast as the mills wanted them. But the 
demand at that time was in some degree 
artificial, in that the mills were very short 
of cars and temporarily found it conveni- 
ent to pack a larger proportion of their out- 
put than usual in wood. For the week, 
the make of barrels ran ahead of the sales 
to the extent of 4,000. The outlook for the 
consumption of barrels during the spring 
and summer months, offers nothing very 
definite. However, if it is true, as some 
prominent millers contend, that stocks of 
flour are exceptionally light in all posi- 
tions, there is foundation for expecting 
better conditions. Everything has indi- 
cated that buyers, believing in lower prices, 
have bought flour only as pressing needs 
have required, and it is hard to comprehend 
how they can at present have other than 
meager supplies on hand. 


The sales and make of flour barrels by five 
Minneapolis shops for the weeks ended on the 
dates given below, were: 

- —Sales———-———. Make 
1904-5 1908-4 1902-3 1901-2 1904-5 
+91,055 81.860 51.460 58,975 55,335 





We Bis csccss 


Feb. 18....... 87,210 91,485 67,825 76,610 49,860 
eS | ae 7,910 69,740 65,825 76,825 58,425 
Feb. 4....... 57,860 30,420 81,320 92,965 49,685 
Jan. 28....... 65,840 79,270 75,415 82.270 49,980 
Jan. 21 48,670 90,970 58,220 58,045 53,735 
tf ee 65,900 95.040 56.025 56,870 63,605 
Ba, SPP 52,205 79,715 66,245 80,585 45,110 
Ns See 26.125 43.985 58,620 89,570 38,275 
Dec. 24.. - 50,250 50,910 54,5 51,905 62,690 


*These figures include 430 half barrels, two 
half barrels being counted as one barrel. 
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At Milwaukee, Wis., flour barrel prices 
have been reduced from 46@47c to 42@43¢, 


E. E. Winch, Marshfield (Wis.) Stave Co: 
Would judge that the supply of timber ip 
this locality will not exceed one-half of 
the usual cut. We have been paying about 
the same prices for timber as we paid a 
year ago, to induce parties to put in bolts, 
and expect to have a fair-sized supply, but 
not as much as we had last year by one- 
third. Snow is so deep in the woods that 
not much can be done. Heading is plenti- 
ful at this time because of the old stock 
left over. There is not much of new stock, 
If the new cut only was depended upon 
the market would be in a different condi- 
tion than it is. 

Special reports from northwestern shops 
outside of Minneapolis as to the use of 
flour barrels are as follows: 

No. -—Barrels— No. 1503-4 
shops sold made shops sold 


POD. Bie oss evccse 10 8,440 9,515 6 10.180 
| Se eae 8 5,855 5,450 7 5,635 
ie Sr 10 7,235 8210 9 17,440 
iy ee 10 7,63 9 9 
( ® era 10 «11,0% 11,135 7 
fy Saree 10 7,965 89,7 8 
Be See 7 4.425 8,895 9 
YS SENS = 8 6,491 10,646 8 
BGs Bis 35's bss eae 10 6,016 4.934 9 
1) a. See 12 14,190 17,250 9 
i: Se | eee 11 12,18 10,710 6 
Ge Tihs 0S ¥ cco see's 11 14,390 = 14.650 7 
ba aie ae 12 17,845 16,110 7 
; | eee 11 =15,100=—:12,785 7 





The following were the points reportin 
Hastings, Mankato, Shakopee, Red Wing, Cai 
non Falls, New Ulm, St. Cloud, Faribault and 
Little Falls, Minn., and La Crosse, Wis. 

The same shops unloaded the following sto. 
during the week: 1 var heading, 2 cars Wis- 
consin elm staves, 3 carselm staves and 1 car 
hickory hoops. 





AMERICAN SPRING FLOURS 


(Continued from page 488.) 


eet different from that required for a 
our made, say, from Russian, Rive: 
Plate, and Indian in equal quantities; and 
yet, if praperly treated according to mei 

its, it is possible that a loaf may be made 
to look as good from the one as the other, 
and both are no doubt of equal value as 
food. 

It would be folly for a baker to treat 
these flours both alike, and, yet it is to hx 
feared that the rule of thumb prevails to 
such an extent in some. say a few, bake 
houses, that no difference is made even 
where the change in composition is obvi 
ous. 

All millers are bound to make their flour 
from a combination of wheats. There are, 
possibly, a few who disregard fashion and 
price and make a high grade flour which 
they sell at an enhanced price; but there 
is only a limited demand for this class of 
flour, and the majority of millers use prac 
tically the same kinds of wheat, although 
the proportions may, and probably do, dif- 
fer, and the result is very nearly alike in 
all cases so far as general quality is con 
cerned. 

In that case the baker does not gain 
much by mixing his flours, unless he is 
quite sure that any particular brand has 
distinctive inherent qualities either of 
strength, color or flavor. For instance, i! 
he buys a notably strong flour, made, say, 
from Russian and American or Canadian 
wheats, at a high price, and a weak, good 
flavored, English wheat flour, separately 
milled, or with only a slight admixture 
to give it tone, he could blend them with 
advantage, and improve both by so doing 

It is possible also that he might mi» 
either of these with an ordinary English 
standard flour and get better results; but 
to blend two or three flours made from 
identical wheats in different mills will d: 
very little good, although probably it i 
always safest to do this in case of any de 
fect in one particular brand. 

Our sources of supply have, undoubted 
ly, and permanently, changed. Americ: 
will soon require all it can produce to feed 
its own population, and it is unlikely that 
we shall ever again obtain the same quan 
tities of wheat and flour we formerly got 
Canada will, however, help to supply th« 
deficiency with an ever-increasing quan 
tity, but it is doubtful whether both to 
gether will reach the old high-water mark 
of exportation to this country, especially 
as other countries are requiring increasing 
supplies. 

Nor is it quite certain that the wheat 
grown in the frost region of Canada will 
be so sound and good as that of the United 
States: indeed, it has not been so reliable 
hitherto, although some is very good, and 
as cultivation extends northwards and 
westwards, it is not at all improbable that 
early frosts will prove disastrous to a 
greater extent than they have hitherto in 
the more settled regions. Under these cir- 
cumstances it appears very probable that 
the bulk of our wheat will in future come, 
as at present, from Russia, Argentina, and 
India, and that the characteristics of these 
wheats will be found in the flour made in 
the future in English mills. 

The comparatively small quantities of 
wheat brought from other countries are 
practically ineffective in influencing this 
great bulk, and our native wheat is used 
too locally to affect the general result. 
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REVIEW OF THE MARKETS 


WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT—FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FLOUR AND GRAIN PRICES—FREIGHT RATES— 
EXPORTS OF FLOUR—SUMMARY OF SITUATION BY NORTHWESTERN MILLER CORRESPONDENTS 


Kansas City 


Feb. 28.—(Special tag yee .—Follow- 
ing are quotations for all grades of hard 
winter wheat flour, carload or round lots, 
f.o.b. Kansas City, in jute, per bbl of 196 
lbs: 





Patents ccdocicegne ieesivi sds eae an nawee $5.05@5.15 
Straight eee: 
Clear oaxapvseske ee terre 
LOW QU scnutens scene ctecasiwscnaed <. 2.40@2.70 


Established differentials are observed in quot- 
ing flour in wood or cotton packages. 

Quotations to buyers in central ‘states are 
based on $5.05@5.15 per bbl at Missouri river, for 
straight patent hard wheat flour, in cotton 
uarter sacks, arrival —— terms, subject to 5c 
es -ount for sight draf 

Local cal pee in feel are $5.00@5.30 for pat- 
a , 30 days, 1 per cent off bene cash north part 
of state, net cash in south pa: 

In central states high tent is sates 
higher than the prices for straight patent 
given above. 

Delivered at points in southwest Missouri 
mills quote soft wheat best patent at $5.40@ 
5.09 in quarter cottons; hard wheat 10c less. 

Delivered at Memphis soft wheat 
quoted at $5.65@5.75 in wood; hard wheat flour 


2c less. 
Delivered at Little Rock rate ints soft 
wheat patent is quoted at $5.35@5.50 in cotton 


quarters. 
Texas mills quote $5.80 for patent in cottons, 
delivered in the state. 
In south Nebraska ‘patent i is quoted locally at 
$.s0 and straight at $5.60. 
Oklahoma mills quote high patent at $5.60 lo- 
cally or delivered in Arkansas. 
Kansas mills quote New York and large east- 
ern mareene on basi of $5.35@5.45 in jute de- 
livered. 


* * 


Feb. 25.— MILLFEED — Market con- 
tinues strony at an advance of about 1c 
over last week’s prices. There was a good 
demand for bran from southern markets, 
being 8c to 4c over bids received from east- 
ern buyers. Receipts from country mills 
were light on account of a great many 
mills being shut down, or running on 
short time. Quotations for feed, etc., in 
carload or round lots, f.o.b. Kansas City, 

cked, in cents per 100 lbs, follow: bran, 
Rc . shorts, 88@98e ; mixed feed, 85c; corn 
chop, 89ce. 


WHEAT—Receipts light. Very little do- 
ing in the speculative line, though futures 
advanced slightly with cash wheat. Cash 
market was active during the latter part 
of the week owing to moderate receipts 
aud expected reduction on account of light 
deliveries from farmers by reason of bad 
condition of the roads. Millers were ready 
buyers for the best grades, and elevators 
bought more freely. 

Today’s cash prices were: 
Hard wheat— Wo. 2, $1.09@1.11; No. 3, $1.05@ 
9; No. 4, $1@1.08 

Soft wheat— No. "2, $1.10@1.13; No. 3, $1.07%@ 
1.09; No. 4, $1@1.06. 

CORN — Market continues strong at 
lightly higher prices over last week. Re- 
ipts were very light and most of the of- 
rings were taken by home dealers with- 
ut hesitancy at the advance. 

Today’s cash prices were: 

mi etomre— Ao 2, 47%4c; No. 3, 4744c; No. 4, 


W hike corn—No. 2, 48c; No. 3, 47%c. 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS Feb 27 
Feb25 Feb18 1904 


t 





i Be See re 362,700 254,400 855.900 
py A A 234,000 126,900 522,900 
ede, Wisc éd onsite wasn 42,000 52,800 111,600 
Barley, WB ei .ss0cccese 7,000 2,000 12,000 
5 ae RR a. Sees os 9,600 
Millfeed, tons.......... 30 15 105 
SHIPMENTS 
“our, RE: ances ahinen 24,000 19,000 27,400 
Vheat, bus............ 277 O 160,200 756,900 
a ERR 234.000 127,700 297,000 
OEM, Ws cn oe ences soak 104,400 68,400 60,000 
APNOW, WE ase ccsccike. | AED crtks aaa) yh temied 
EO eee 800 800 8,000 
‘laxseed, bus.......... sie oben 800 
Millfeed, toms.......... 675 705 960 
St. Louis 


Feb. 28.—(Special Telegram.)—On ac- 
ount of the declining wheat market there 
s but little demand and few sales are re- 
‘orted. Cash wheat prices have not de- 
lined as much as option. Miller are un- 
ble to reduce prices to any extent. The 

veather continues favorable for the wheat 
"op and reports show good prospects. 
ollowing are the ruling quotations for 
lour per 196 lbs in wood: 

Red winter— 





ee Se errr 
Sec ond patent. PS SO 5.10@5.20 

xtra fancy <lcéeae ctcees Seae 

UNITE isu ns ena lcige's sig naaene 4.25@4.60 
Medium and low grede Gute)... Aiea a a cata 3.30@3.60 
Kye flour (in w Dee accesses SCRS 
OGUNEIIIE s do cn cade stcd neon ahiessss sone 2. 


Grits, hominy and pearl meal......... 2.80@.... 





atent is 


Hard winter wheat grades, f.o.b. St. 
Louis, are quotable per barrel as follows: 


MIE SAUD 6 o> 66.05 oid se css tseesevecece .95@5.20 

co ESS SS ere ee 4.75@4.85 

ony PR re eer 4.00@4.30 

es to second clears (jute).... 2.70@3.00 

Spring patent (bulk) ................. 5.20@5.40 
x * 


Feb. 25.—MILLFEED—The market was 
— firm. There was an improvement in 

e demand from the south, and the east 
was also in the market for feed. Offerings 
were not heavy and were easily disposed 
of. The following are the quotations per 
100 Ibs today: St. Louis soft wheat bran, 
85c in large and 87c in 100-lb sacks; bulk 
bran at et tak aa 80c ; middlings, 
85c@$1; mixed 88c for soft and 86c 
for hard wheat. 

WHEAT—During the latter part of the 
week there was an improved demand for 
milling wheat.of all varieties, which came 
principally from outside mills. A liberal 
quantity of hard and soft wheat was sold 
to mills in Indiana and Michigan. 

WHEAT PRICES 
ich U nak en WeWwlsaba wedes eee $1.18 @1.18% 
Me aRRSREL pees hee oar.eee’ 1. cw +e 15% 


@.. 
a : Speoidi 316@.. 
. 47 ee. 
46 a 32 @32% 
Wheat received at ‘St. Louis for the week 
ending Saturday, in carloads, inspected as 























follows: Feb 27 
Feb 25 re 18 1904 
so ahaa cxce sckis eoph'e 36 126 
No. 3 red... rt 28 
Po ee eee 33 24 
No. 2 hard winter . 6 45 
a 3 hard winter . 31 179 
No. 4 hard winter 6 9 133 
Spring and other grades...... 55 45 57 
RPUNE sivas Svtep stent cebeere 260 193 592 
WEEK’S RECEIPTS Feb 27 
Feb25 Feb18 1904 
a ee 57,170 37,380 60,290 
rr 258,309 204,505 593,721 
oe 443,805 302,665 679,735 
OS ree 305,180 168,750 398,280 
Rye, Bate ccas rants 11,000 17,000 31.500 
BaArley, GUS. .....00s56 76,250 77,500 104,000 
SHIPMENTS 

Flour, bbls... . 76,175 62.735 85,380 
heat, bus 317,818 243,728 663,240 
Corn, bus 429,064 253,102 558,350 
Oats, bus. 350,595 226,010 379,455 
Rye, bus.. 24,401 28,990 37,930 
Same week 

3 1904 
RN Ar eer 4,948,995 
SE insets onpoawhecs 479,556 
Ce ales cansne 108,887 
|) Res te 15,695 
Barley AL A ee nN | 15,881 

gg yee al grades— 

No. 2 met go a ARC 867,074 4,240,889 
No. 2 hard wheat 44 637 333,209 
No. 2 mixed corn 54,952 178,346 
No. 2 white corn.... 11.294 123,256 
No. 2 yellow corn cooe ha 48,271 
No. 2 mixed oats....... ..-- 506,015 21,559 

DOS eee 1,186 9,2 





Buffalo 


Feb. 28. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
prices have been lowered ten cents. Mill- 
feeds are in improved request and are 
slightly firmer than they were Saturday. 
Flour quotations per 196 lbs in wood are as 
follows: 

Best patent, spring 
Straight, spring...............+seee sere 
Clear, SPring...........ceseeeee cece coves 5 





Patent, = a, Slegagwe'e saoekee 3, 
PRIN, WOR 6 once weet cscces nesses Oe 
CE I nc cera nc venccocecsee ores 
yO Ca aN Saree rey ears 


¥% * 
Feb. 25.—MILLFEED — Quotations per 


ton today are: Bulk Sacks 
COUN BIE, ons cose cc cvcecvescesies Diiess $18.70 
eapoara I a als sip one eau 18.70 
ee OTE MOI, cues scadne cont cease 20.00 
Fi CT oon oss cas subd, Mase 20.50 
Winter bran, fancy................ 19.25 20.25 
Winter middlings Ny ere 21.00 22.00 
Winter pea sa RE 3 22.00 23.00 
Winter mixed feed .......... -e-» 19.50 20.50 
I es os dass ckh ness pineects 18.70 19.80 
TN ac os ve ec ph anna ance ob 22.75 23.75 
Red-dog flour, 140-lb sacks......... ..... 21.50 
Cornmeal, COarse .........6.0.00005 19.5 20.5 
Cottonseed meal, per ton.......... ...-. 24.75 
CE OE I oa os ha. 0n.0ss0sccces: shies 28.00 
Rolled oats, barrel, wood.......... ... : 3.65 


WHEAT — Nobody seems to want the 
Duluth wheat held here, at 1}gc under 
New York May for No. lnorthern and 4e 
under for No. 2 northern, c.i.f. It is 
claimed some lots were offered at consid- 
erably less but not with Buffalo inspec- 
tion. No.2 northern from Manitoba sold 
at $1.12 in store. No. 1 northern shipment 
at the opening was offered at t¢c and No. 
2 northern at 54¢c under New York May, 
at one time. inter wheat is entirely neg- 





lected; not a sale this week of a carload 
and holders are looking for any kind of 
a bid. Prices: 


No. 1 northern, Duluth, c.i.f.............. $i. 19 
No. 1 northern, store, car lots. ............ 1.20 
No. 2 northern, car lots................066 1.16 
No. 2 white, MMII NE «8 io Soke cocci ices 1.17 
No. 3 red, store Pevcnnese earns bho kugewe sas t.18 
Fee DPA iso sie v9 sie ksoia shin -..- 1.06% 


CORN—Strong and Wc higher, with an 
active inquiry for fresh receipts of all 
grades on track. There is no surplus on 
the market at the close of each day and 
the outlook is for higher prices. Warm 
weather may affect prices of soft corn, but 
there is no danger of an over-supply, as 


the inquiry is active. Prices: 

No. 2 yellow, through billed.......... 51%@.... 
No. 3 yellow, through billed.......... a -@.... 
No. 4 yellow, through billed.......... 50%@.... 
No. 3 corn, through billed ............ 50%@.... 
No. 4 corn, through billed ............ 49%@.... 
No. 3 white, through billed........... 50%@.... 


No. 4 white, through billed 94@.. 
Cooland sweet, yellow, through billed 474,@48 
Cooland sweet, mixed, through billed 47 @47% 

OATS — Stronger, better demand and 
offerings light. No. 2 white, 36144c; No. 3 
white, 353{c; No. 4 white, 35c; No. 2 
mixed, 34%c; No. 3 mixed, 3414c; No. 3 
white clipped, 36c, through billed; No. 3 
white in store, 351¢c. 

BARLEY-—Steady at 45@54c for western 
in store. Only a light business was done 
in malting barley, but liberal sales of 
feedstuff were made at 40@41c. The de- 
crease of stock in store here this week was 
289,000 bus, leaving 2,522,000, against 843,- 
840 last year. 

RYE—In better demand. No. 
at 841¢c in store. 


1 sold 





Chicago 


Feb. 28.— (Special Telegram.) — Prices 

are largely nominal, as follows: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 

Leading Minneapolis brands, % sacks 

or wood, per 196 lbs, Chicago terms, 

to jobbers, less 15c being allowed for 

IN gn ts oo ac a eedacesky Warn $6.40@.. .. 
Minnesota hard wheat patent, % a 

Or wood, per 106 The ...... 2... cccess 5.50@5.90 
Minnesota hard wheels ones, 









lbs, jute. Gane uaen 
Minnesota clear, 140 ibs, jute. LS ER i 
Second clear, 140 lbs, suse. cieeamdewauhad 0@2. 
oy Erte, 140 lbs, jute.. ae. 
pe a a eee . 
City mills patent, 196 lbs, bulk ........ 5. 


WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, 196 lbs, jute... 
Straight, southern, 196 lbs, jute. 
Clear, southern, 196 lbs, jute ... 
Patent. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute . 
Straight, Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute. 
Clear. Wisconsin, 196 lbs, jute. 
SND ENE ike os oscican oan d ae kee eaech'ceen ae 85 








Feb. 25.—CORN GOODS— Trade was 
rather dull. The inquiry for feed is pick- 
ing up some, and there was a fair demand 
for flour, but brewers’ products were stag- 
nant. Grits sold at $1.07@1.08; meal, $1.06 
@1.07 and flour, $1.08@1.10 per 100 lbs. 
Hominy feed sold at $16.50@17 per ton in 
bulk Chicago. 

RYE FLOUR—Demand good. 
firm. Sales at $3.80@4.20 per bbl. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR — Slow sale. 
Offered at $1.60@1.70 per 100 Ibs in grain 
bags. 

MILLFEED — Firm. Demand brisk. 
Bran, $16.25 per ton in bulk; middlings, 
$18.25, per ton, in bulk; shorts, $16.25, 
bulk. Red-dog, #21 per ton jute. 

MILLING WHEAT — Lower. Prices 
largely nominal. Fresh arrivals f.o.b. 
were: No.2 red winter, $1.20; No. 3 red 
winter, $1.16@1.19; No. 2 hard, $1.16@1.18; 
No. 3 hard, $1.10@1.15; No. 1 northern 
spring, $1.183¢@1.211¢; No. 2 northern, 
$1.15@1.19; No. 3 spring sold at $1.10@1.19, 
and No. and No. 4 spring, 75c@$1. 


Market 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS Feb 27 
Feb 25 Feb 18 
Flour, bbls........... 196,408 129,020 2 
Vheat, bus...... ... 218,000 136,000 
Corn, bus ............1,691,.700 1,004,500 1, 
Oats, bus.............1,162,.900 = 752,400 1,8 
ree 17,000 12,000 54,15 
Barley, bus.......... 611,588 362,510 646, 111 
SHIPMENTS 
Boer, WR. cha suues 125,793 109,085 166,154 
Wheat, bus.. -eee 180,192 151,08 =. 231,166 
CEs cis te paces 794,465 865,105 684.053 
CE Rs 60.5 ccd estrone 688,812 505,857 855,652 
OS ore 11,8382 24,803 83,311 
Barley, bus.......... 94,887 89,822 80,023 


STOCKS OF GRAIN IN CHICAGO 


Stocks of grain in Chicago public and 
private elevators, in bushels, are: 


Public Private Total Last ye'r 
Wheat.... 1,441,000 2,302,000 3,743,000 5,512,000 
Corn..:...: 31351,000 4,655,000 8,006,000 6,636,000 
COR sess. 1,818,000 2,579,000 4,397,000 4,554,000 
Bsa 06 65 334,000 31,000 365,000 314,000 
Saclay” 10,600 94,000 104,000 503,000 





Milwaukee 


Feb. 28. —(Special Telegram.) — Flour 
weak and dull at a decline of 10c to the 
basis of $6.15 for hard spring patents in 
wood. Directions are coming in slowly 
and two mills are down. Rye flour is firm 
and moderately active. Millfeed is weaker 
today and only in moderate demand at 
$16@16.25 per ton for sacked bran: $16.25@ 
16.50 for standards middlings; $17.50@18 
for flour middlings; $18.50@20 for red- 
dog; $16.50 for feed. Flour quotations to 
day, per 196 lbs in wood are as follows: 


Hard spring patent, wood.............$....@6.15 
Hard spring straight, wood ........... ....@6.00 
EEX POrt Patent, SACKS .........00.cc cece oees @5.50 
Export straight, sacks. ..............0+ sees @5.35 
DAWG CRONE, POON. 603 56005 5 ov sde-ce weve fee -@A.35 
Second clear, sacks.. rakes 
Low grade, city, 190 ibs, Wile se ae: @3.00 
Rye flour, city, fancy. standard, 196 

ace, ERE ASS A eae 4.10@4.20 
Rye flour, country, 98-lb sacks ........ 3.85@3.95 

These prices are quoted f. o. b. Milwaukee. 
# ¥ 


Feb. 25. — MILLFEED — Steadier and 
fairly active, with only moderate offerings 
due to the shutting down of two Milwau- 
kee mills. Bran in 200-lb sacks ranged at 
$16@16.50, standard fine middlings at $16 
(16.50 in similar packages, with Milwau- 
kee product bringing a premium of 25c 
per ton over outside offerings, flour mid- 
dlings in 200-lb sacks, $18@19, and red-dog 
at $19@20 in 140-lb sacks. The volume of 
business compared favorably with that of 
the preceding week, the eastern demand 
showing a marked gain and the inquiry 
from the interior of this state being main- 
tained. Shipping directions came in even 
more freely than the week before, but the 
supply of cars was again inadequate to 
meet the requirements of millers and ship- 
pers, and the blockade on the east shore of 
Lake Michigan continued to be a thorn in 
the flesh of the Milwaukee trade. At the 
end of the week bran in 200-lb sacks was 
quoted at $16@16.25 and standard mid- 
dlings at $16.25@16.50. Cars for all-rail 
shipment eastward were difficult to obtain 
and for shipment to the interior were not 
to be had at times. 


WHEAT SAMPLES— Steady, but less 
active, only the best grades of spring and 
winter being salable to millers, while ordi- 
nary No. 2 northern and inferior qualities 
of No. 3 spring lagged, considerable being 
carried over unsold from day to day. Out- 
side millers bought a considerable line of 
No. 2 northern early in the week, clearing 
the tables of all offerings, but later with- 
drew, and local millers limited their pur- 
chases. Receipts were light and the best 
grades were scarce, no No. 1 northern be- 
ing available and the choice No. 2 northern 
difficult to obtain. No. 1 northern ranged 
nominally at $1.161¢@1.18, No. 2 sold at 
$1.11@1.16, No. 3 spring at 95c@$1.10, No. 4 
at $1 and No. 3 winter at $1.1444. Thedaily 
range of prices in Milwaukee was as fol- 
lows: 

No.1 N 0. 2N 3 spring 
1 @1.15% . Oa. 07 





Monday.... 1.17 @1.18 1.1 

Tuesday ... 1.164%@1.17% 1.12 be 15 =-:1.00@1.08 

Wednesday * eee RA A @ 

Thursday .. 1.17 @1.18 1.11% > 16 95@1.10 

Friday ..... 117 @1.18 1.12 “@1. 15% .90@1.10 

Saturday .. 1.17 @1.17% 1.11 @I1.15 .90@1.10 
*Holiday. 


BARLEY—FEasier and less active, with 
larger offerings due to the raising of the 
freight blockade in the interior. Grades 
which sold at 46@48c the week before were 
shaded, aloss of vc being accepted by sell- 
ers. No. 2 ranged nominally at 51(@52 and 
standard at 50c, extra No. 3sold at 44@49c, 
No. 3 at 40@45c and No. 4 at 39\¢ce. 

RYE—Strong and in active demand for 
all grades at an advance of 1c, though 
No. 1 and choice No. 2 were the most sale- 
able to millers and distillers. Receipts 
were larger, but the tables were cleared of 
offerings daily and prices were weli sus- 
tained. No. 1 sold at 88@84c, No. 2 at 80@ 
83i¢c and No. 3 ranged nominally at 75@ 
78c. 

CORN SAMPLES — Advanced 1@1}¢c, 
the outside being for yellow on Northwest- 
ern tracks, which was in brisk demand. 
Shippers and feeders bought freely and al- 
though receipts were heavier, everything 
was placed from day to day. No. 3sold at 
44@45!¢c and 45c on Northw estern tracks, 
No. 3 yellow at 44@45'¢c, No. 4 at 42\¢@ 
443(c, no grade at 41@43!¢c and ear ranged 
nominally at 44@45c. 

OATS—Opened strong and in brisk de- 
mand, but later in the week an easier feel- 
ing pervaded the market under the influ- 
ence of steadily increasing offerings and 
prices declined 14@!gc. The demand for 
choice-was brisk, medium sold moderate- 
ly, while inferior were difficult to place 
except at concessions, mixed being very 
slow. No.2 white ranged nominally at 


502 


3214 @338c, standard sold at 82@382e, No. 3 
white at 30!¢@32\¢c and No. 3 at 28@303(c. 
FLAXSEED—Gained 5@1lc, the outside 
being for spot, which was wanted at the 
advance. Receipts were light and chiefly 
to apply on sales made to arrive. No. 1 
northwestern ranged at $1.2514(@1.36, seller 
May at $1.21@1.26 and rejected at $1.18@ 
Feb 27 

Feb 18 1904 


WEEK’S 


RECEIPTS 
Feb 25 











Flour, bbls... 37,450 =. 5.900 12,600 
Wheat, bus .. 90,640 52,800 101,360 
eee 24.700 100,700 
Se ws ives ness ones 127,400 41.600 210,600 
BOPIOy, WOE . ..2 6. cocses 241,300 126,350 = 268.850 
SE I ons dv cxvas contes 20,200 11,200 29,600 
A ee 2,105 1,502 75 
SHIPMENTS 
i. a 26,875 29.065 25,275 
ere 5,280 4.276 46,900 
eee 29.600 46,492 25,100 
oN ere 21,800 36,332 134, 
Barley, bus ............ 133,209 = 171,945 90,670 
eae 3.200 5,600 12,870 
POSE, BOMB i... cccse cee 1,090 4,151 1,503 
Detroit 


Feb. 28. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
trade checked somewhat by unsettled 
wheat market. Tone easy at lower prices. 
Prices of flour in wood car lots f.o.b., are 
as follows pre 196 lbs, with the differen- 
tials on other packages as agreed upon by 
the Millers’ National Federation: 
Michigan patent, best ................. 


Michigan patent, ordinary ............ 70 
MEINE DENUUIEING 6 5065 o'c3s vec setcases 
IN nckce Sess cetessebe-de caes 40 
Michigan low grade..............--.+++ 





ad patent (Detroit made).. 
Minnesota patent 

BE CI a ono v.ce's baste sewigcnceee 
Pure rye, 196 lbs 
Dark rye, 196 Ibs... 
XXX rye, 196 lbs 





Feb. 25.—MILLFEED—The demand is 
good and markef firm at an advance of 
50c in all grades. Prices in bulk, per ton, 
(2,000 lbs), are as follows in car lots: 







rE a, iin sania esi weap cancteaeietine a 217.50 
RN I TIIEES 0 5.50580. ne nes ce araaee ais . 18.50 
Fine middlings. .. 21.00 
Mixed feed..... 18.50 
Cracked corn .... 18.50 
Coarse cornmeal... 18.50 


eee EME OID, os a 00055. 6.9 03se sw asee eves 17.50 
CEREAL PRODUCTS — There is a 
quiet market in nearly all kinds, witha 
firm tone. Oats and corn are firm and 
their products share in the strength. 
Prices in wood, car lots, with the usual 
differentials on other packages, are as fol- 
lows: 
Rolled oats, 180 Ibs. . sisi winecarpcceee 
Rolled wheat, 100 BME. os ncehaccs deco el 
Yellow granulated meal, 200 lbs. . 
Yellow cream meal, 200 Ibs. . wanes 
White granulated meal, 200 Ibs... 2: 2600 
White cream meal, 200 Ibs............. 5 
White corn flour, 200 lbs. .............. 2 3 "0003.03 
WHEAT—The market has shown an in- 
crease in activity and the tone is firm. 
Millers are in the market for all offerings, 
but there is not much moving. Specula- 
tion is moderately active, but is restrained 
by the fact that most dealers are bears, 
but are afraid to go against the so-called 
Gates combination in the east. 





GRAIN PRICES Poockm 
Opening Range Close close 
2 red wheat .... 1.25 = 1.21%@1.23 11.21% 1.23 
May ...... weeee 1.29% 1.2134@1.22 = 1.2134 1.21% 
July By oe 1.0414@1.04% 1.04% 1.044 
1 white wheat... 1.23 1.2144@1.23 1.2144 1.23 
3 corn....... . 4734 AT @ AS 48 47% 
3 yellow corn. 4844 ATK] 49 49 4834 
3 white oats .... .34 34 @ 3A4% BA OOS 
i .S4 S84 @ 86 86 84 


WEEK'S RECEIPTS Feb 27 
Feb 2 Feb1s 1904 
Flour, bbls..........++- 2,800 1,800 4,200 


OR, THUD occs-ccees ee 21,144 11,662 21,000 
Corn, bus...........--- 31,900 213,006 98,000 
ine aa eesteee 30,200 61,231 64,966 
SS Us dcbe askeencnes 1,174 1,318 1,671 

SHIPMENTS 
yp rr 1,400 800 1,200 
Wheat, bus ............ 102,501 cS ie 
CE NE oc oe cecrins eens $5. 392 49.579 1,057 
CU WE ccascsaccgesce ae | 4 
SL WED knee cave anne an 5,124 1,856 xsd 
DETROIT STOCKS 
Wheat, bus............ 481,057 538414 199.979 





Corn, bus...........-.. 105,697 105,697 123,411 

Oats, bus............... 30.064 31,662 115,394 

Barley; DuUS.......02- 4,024 5.429 22.884 

BEVG, DUG occ cccee eae 5,263 9,310 8086 
iow York 

Feb. 28. — (Special Telegram. ) — Flour is 


weak and lower to sell, some mills accept- 
ing lower bids. Bids generally were with- 
drawn or lowered correspondingly to the 
break in wheat. Buyers are not willing to 
pay over $6.15 for Minneapolis patents and 
corresponding prices on other grades. Feed 
is dull and steady at $19.50 for bran. Flour 
quotations are as follows per 196 lbs: 
Sacks Wood 

Spring ClORP..o:- 00.0 csccee $3.70@3.90 $3.95@4.25 
Spring straight........... 4.00@4.% 4.90@5.30 
Spring patent ............ 5.40@5.75 5.80@6.10 
Spring fancy .... ... 5.8506.00 6.15@6.35 
Low grade winters . . B.40@3.90 3.75@A.20 





Winter clear.............. 4.45@A.70 4.75@5.00 
Winter straight . . 4.90@5.05 5.20@5.40 
Winter patent ........... 5 5.30@5.40 5.60@5.70 
Winter fancy. cocccees DD.60 5. a 90 
Kansas straight . ncncesecca Mae --@. 
Kansas patent... ....... 5. BOGS. 40 ..@. 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 


Feb. 25.—MILLFEED—There has been a 
dull, firm market in feed, and offerings 
have been light from the west. Quotations 
have been held steadily on the spot. Buy- 
ers are not following the advance, however, 


very rapidly, and trade is quiet. Quota- 
tions follow: 
Bran. western spring, 200-lb sacks, 

January shipment................. '319.60@ a 
Standard middlings, spring, 200-Ib 

oo RE A ree ee ers 19.60@..... 
Flour middlings, spring, 200-1b — 21.50@..... 
Red-dog, to arrive, 140-Ib sacks...... 23.25@..... 
City bran, bulk, OS 1 eae pa 26.00 @..... 
City bran, 200-Ib —. at mill . - 21.00@. ies 
City heavy feed, bulk................ 20.00@..... 
City middlings, 200-lb sacks ..... 21. O@24. 00 


sat Sieanag flour, 140-lb sacks, per “196 


WHEAT—The speculative interest in the 
future market this week has been narrow. 
A little interest was developed over the 
fact that a small lot of Manitoba wheat 
has been worked for export, and it is ex- 
pected that about 250,000 bus of Manitoba 
will go out in the next two weeks. There 
is no demand for American wheat. Quota- 
agg follow : 

PTO, CHOMOGS 0. o5e cise ci ccsccss ssse chine 
No. 1 northern, Duluth....... 1.16% 
No. 1 northern, Manitoba 1.12 

CORN—The trade in futures has been ac- 
tive, and prices have advanced sharply, 
with good buying. The advance has been 
speculative, as there has been an almost 
complete cessation of export business, and 
bids are so much out of line that there is 
little prospect for export business, unless 
bids are advanced sharply on the other 
side, or quotations lowered here. Freights 
are so low that there is very little chance 
of any decline, the prevailing quotations 
being the minimum figures which the 
lines will take. 

OATS—The trade in cash oats has been 
dull, but prices have been very firm, and 
where changes have been made that ‘they 
have been in line of further advance. 

CORN GOODS—Trade quiet but offer- 
ings are small, and there is good inquiry. 
Arrivals are not very large, and mills are 
not offering at all freely. Quoted: 





Kiln-dried, yellow, per bbl .......... $2.90@3.10 
Granulated yellow, per bbl ......... 3.00@3.20 
Granulated white, per bbl........... 3.10@3.30 
Aa er 3.10@3.30 
Fine yellow, per 100-Ib bags ......... 1.40@1.45 
Fine white, per 100-lb bags .......... ic 


Coarse meal, per 100-lb bags......... 1.05@1.07% 
Brewers’ meal, February shipment. 1 a Dadits as 
Micon cing oris we sets oe eale vain es aeeos 1.25@...... 

RYE FLOUR—Trade continues light, 
and there has been no change in prices, 
which rule from $4.40 to $4.90. 


Baltimore 


Feb. 28. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
dull and depressed, with the weak wheat 
market, and while quotations are nomin- 
ally unchanged, sharp concessions would 
be necessary to effect sales. Quotations 
unchanged. Prices at the close today are 
as follows per 196 lbs in wood: 
se, ooo an nG Sapa kc eae Rae $4.10@4.50 
Rio brands of extra.................... 5.70@5.85 
i ere 
NER 4 Xe vbuicinsas-acawscices 4.25@A.50 
NOE gon onic bck xsoascaspeanies se 4.85@5.05 
Winter straight. . -. 5.10@5.25 
Winter patent . 5.THK@S.90 
Winter a. spe al: Pai 
CN I on sc cevivnecacss cooceccie 4 
ClGy MITA CLEP. acs ccc cces ocss esac 
City mills’ straight ...............c.00- 
City mills’ second patent 









CT SRT TUNG oon gc oon icicce cca cticess 6. 00. 

os Ee Pee 4.10@4.25 
Hard winter eo. Japan cubase tates 5.45@5.60 
Hard winter patent.. pores 
ANTONE oS cies acces aaaaae bans 4.35@4.60 
RIE NON oo sia vein cic wos aivnine bees 5.85(06.00 
ED sso) a ncndaus eonaionie ute 6.00@6.25 
Spring patents, special brands........ 6.30@7.15 

* * 


Feb. 25.—WHEAT—Dull and lower. Re- 
ceipts for the week, 39,182 bus; exports, 


none; stock, 709,610. Closing prices with 
comparisons: 

Today Year ago 
No. 2 red, spot....... $1.144%@1.15 $1.11%@..... 
No. 2 western, spot.. 1. 154@1. | Re . ee 
No. 3 red, Spot....... 1.10%@1.11 108 @..... 
Steamer No. 2,spot.. 1. 084@ 1.08% 1.07 @..... 
Southern, by. sample EOP Gee “secsas _ ae 
Southern, on grade.. 1.034@1.15% ...... am 
PODPUAFY «0.200 scccce 1.14%@1.15 Li oe. .... 
Marech.......-.--.c0oe LI4K@I15 1.10%@..... 
BE. ic cece iveicas ASML: 6058 eg 
eee BS ‘Givuccae 1.07@@ 


CORN—Steady, and toward the close, a 
firm trade and an improved demand. Re- 


ceipts for the week, 335,830 bus; exports, 
163,106; stock, 935,850. Closing prices with 
comparisons: 

Mixed— Today Year ago 
~ ag Ce 538%@.... 

No. 2 white sa hie anes aevane ee: joel S 
Steamer, mixed ........... 494%4@A9% 514@.... 
Southern white............ 45%@30% =... .G.... 
Southern yellow........... 45%@0% ....@.... 
CO err 50% @51 13%@.... 

PRP TOPE . 51 @51% 538%O04 
pO ae - 51%@51% 54 @54% 
NERA eee 51%@51% 544@54% 





MILL FEED_Firm and higher in price 
but only a fair jobbing trade is passing. 
Quotations are as follows: lightweight 
winter bran, bulk per ton, #19; medium, 
$18.50; heavy. $18; brown middlings, 
sacked, per ton, $1919.50; spring bran, in 
200-lb sacks, per ton, $19.25(@19.50; in 100- 
lb sacks, per ton, $19.75(@20; city mills’ 
middlings, in 100-lb sacks, per ton, $19.50 


Boston 


Feb. 28. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
market dull and weak with prices 10@ 
15c lower on all brands of spring patents. 
Winter wheat flours are 5@10c lower than 
the prices quoted last Saturday. Millfeed 
is dull but steady. Following are the 
ruling quotations for flour per 196 lbs: 


Patent— 
Minnesota, special stencils ............ $6.55@6.75 
Minnesota and Dakota ................ 6.20@6.50 
A Re Se ae pe ner 6.20@6.50 
WN va ssix Bain es oo eens WelealeeRVONGT 5.85@6.10 
i Serer reer nrc 5.85@6.10 
PN sony cert t gpk osc. books aha’ 5.85@6. 10 
patel MMI eV Redes venta se baanas Mave rese 5.85@6.10 
TR a oc asics civ evovank Csclawissouaercs 5.80@6: 

Straight— 

13 iy age eee Pane an Peet Cairn 5.60@5. 
Michigan NaaM RE oh-EnSicadeclswad eee reies ts 5.60@5.85 
ee SEINE SIO een RO ne ae oe 5.60@5.85 
TR PE ics onic oes sdinncuus seiner tease 5.60@5.85 

Clear— 
asc vinan oNps Rabcedes weaves sie MERE 5.35@5.60 
MIMIIND ics cic bes ha Sco cin sd taeeualeeenet 5.35@5.60 
EI Ua ic bvni <p aNicids Sicalesenbeeskaenenl 5.35@5.60 
DOW WIRE ses isis Sagi dea soe eu ev etowns 5.35@5.60 


“* * 

Feb. 27.—MILLFEED—A steady market 
prevails, with demand moderate. Offer- 
ings light. The demand for cottonseed 
meal is quiet, with the market steady. 
Linseed meal, new process, offered sparing 
ly, with not much inquiry. Hominy feed 
isin good demand, with the market a 
shade firmer. Buffalo gluten feed slow, 
= the market unchanged. Prices fol- 
ow 
Middlings, 200-lb sacks, per ton ..... 
Bran, winter, 200-1b sacks, per ton 
Bran, spring, 200-lb sacks ........... 
Red-dog, PEG RONEN. onc ces danesetes 

i , 200-Ib sacks ... 
Cottonseed meal, new, sack 
Hominy feed, sacked 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—An active de- 
mand for oatmeal prevails, with offerings 
short and the market firmly held at quo- 
tations. Sales of rolled oatmeal are noted 
at $3.50@3.75 per bbl and of cut and ground 
oatmeal at $3.90@4.25 per bbl. Granulat- 
ed and bolted cornmeal steady at $2.85@ 
3.25 per bbl. Rye flour and graham flour 













unchanged. 

Receipts of flour, grain, millfeed and 
meal during the week were: 4905 1904 
BU NU occ ye sccceicars sods 15,111 23,460 
Flour, sacks 7.2 14,108 
ME NSS oy Salen sy nice e een 673 21.601 
PR gia i inivanccuracckioee Cane 159,200 316,006 
CONE INN a5 15545-9159 ex 0's:3'0's 51,985 117,309 
Millfeed, tons 160 297 
Cornmeal, bbls. 476 1,246 
Oatmeal, bbls .. . 4,248 2,890 
oe a ee 1,040 1,100 


Exports of flour, wheat and corn from 
Boston during the week ended Feb. 25 





were: -——Flour-———. Wheat Corn 

Destination bbls sacks bus bus 
Liverpool ...... 524 ee. ‘decaws 151,205 
LORGON: 2.06000. ate Ree: *deenes 77,143 
Rotterdam..... sane“ “epewee Yaka 159,097 
Copenhagen ... nt). Sees A Maat ee 51,429 

ORRIN SS os one's 524 Eo Ere 438,874 
Since Jan. 1.... 3,361 40.151 200,185 2.229.884 


Same time 1904 10,318 157,038 


Philadelphia 


Feb. 28. — (Special Telegram.) — Flour 
weak in sympathy with wheat. Demand 
is slow and business mostly in second-hand 
stocks which are available below mill lim- 
its. Following are the ruling quotations 
for flour per 196 lbs: 


914,421 1,002,037 













ON OR ooo os oo oi oo Sank cecaones $4.25@4.40 
MN I is oh asco sic dns oo-0'eie ek tees 4.50@5.00 
Kansas straight*...........c.cccceccsess DeDO@S.60 
Kansas patont®............ccesseseercee f 5.45@) 
Pennsylvania clear, new .............. 4.5 
Pennsylvania straight, new ........... 

Western clear, new................ e008 

Western straight new ................ 

Western patent, new ............ 0.0605 

RUE GI wens pcos ccs s ther ecsste sacs 

Spring straight 

Spring Patent ..........-ecseesercccere 6. 00@6. 5 
Spr ing Pape oe favorite brands....... 6.30@6.75 
City mills’ choice and fancy patent... 6.00@6.25 


City mills’ regular grades— 
Winter clear, new......... 
Winter str aight, new 
Winter patent, new................008- 

*Per 196 lbs in sacks. 

* x 

Feb. 25.—Receipts of flour during the 
week, 6, 463 bbls and 5 5,072,834 lbs in sacks. 
Exports, 35,200 sacks to London. 

RYE FLOUR—Quiet and steady with 
light offerings. Quotations, $4.35@4.40 
per 196 lbs in wood for good to choice Penn- 
sylvania and $4.50@4.75 for choice and 
fancy western patent. 

BUCKWHEAT FLOUR—In ample sup- 
ply and dull with no important change in 
prices. Quotations, $2@2.15 per 100 lbs in 
sacks as to quality. 

MILLFEED—Offerings both on spot and 
to arrive moderate and the market steady 
with a fair demand. Quotations: 

Winter bran, bulk,per ton— 





eo rs Hwee $20.50@21.00 

To arrive, prompt shipment....... 20.00@21.00 
Spring bran in 200-lb sacks, per ton— 

ON BDORS « creseecccsenecccvion sus evdac 19.50@20.50 

TO QFTLVO, BETO 000 vncccnccsnccees 19. pana Saitee 

To arrive, lake-and-rail............ Nominal 

prea bran in 100-Ib sacks, 50c additional. 
City mills products, per ton— 

Bran in 100-lb sacks................ 21.00@21.50 

Middlings in 100-lb sacks........... 22.00@23.00 
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OATMEAL—Firm with a good demana 
and light offerings. Quotations: 
Ground oatmeal, wood ................ ar - -@3.80 
ed, steam and = gee ORR» - 3.45@3.70 
Pearl barley, in sacks .... Seine be 2.00. 
PatenS cut, WOOK sk. ceseesiva nev eves 3.80@4.10 
CORN PRODUCTS—Quiet and ste ady 
with moderate = eee: 








Granulated yellow meal.. 75@3.10 
Granulated white meal pie Sao 
BC Fates ee ree 2.60@3.00 
White Ey roe rye 2.60@.... 
White corn flour...... earsewnv ates) cue 3.10@3.50 
Yellow corn flour.............. seee 3.00@3.40 
PONE MII Fo ig fh sieve vaio Voeeas) beer -3.00@3.30 


WHEAT — Demand from millers was 
light and with weaker western advices 
mp here declined %c. Receipts, 13,600 

us; exports, nothing; stock, 7,087 bus, 
Prices compare as follows: 

WINTER WHEAT 
Close Saturday Wee 
No. 2 red, February..$1.15 @l1. 15% $1. sea sy 


CAR LOTS 
No. 2 Penn. red....... 116 @1.16% 1.16%@1.17 
No. 2 Delaware red... 1.16 @1.16% 1.16%@1.17 
2 a >. 115 @1.15% 1.15%@1.16 
Steamer No. 2red.... 1.11 @1.11% 1.11%@1.12 
pe eS ee 111 @1.11% 1.11%@1.12 
Rejected A ee oat by 08 @1.08% 108%@1.09 


No. lnorth’n, Dul’th.. -1.2736@1.28% 1.28 @1.29 
No. 2north’n. Dul'th.. Leal 23% 1.23 @1.%4 
CORN—The market advanced ce under 
good speculative buying in the west, but 
offerings here were light and there was 
not much demand for either local con- 
. sumption or export. Receipts, 145,681 bus; 
exports, 210,040; stock, 389,256. Prices 
compare as follows: 
Close 
Saturday Weekxugo 
No. 2 mixed, February.... 50%@50% 5034@50% 


No. 2 mixed, March....... 50%@50% 5014@50% 
CAR LOTS 

No. 2. export elevator..... 50%@50% 5044@50% 

Steamer, export elevator 49%@49%  494{@4: 1% 

Cool = sweet, local...... 51 a 50 @: 

COUR, Fe BE kh pbic.ck ecanebners 53 53 @54 





OATS—Local trade Piao for car lots 
light but offerings moderate and prices 
steady. —" 52.956 bus; exports 
nothing; stock, 92,963 bus. Prices per- 
bushel compare as follows: 


Close Last 
Saturday week 
No. 2 white, clipped......... .... @37 +0. @37 
No. 2 white, natural......... .... @37 eee G37 
No. 3 white, natural......... 36 @.. 36 @.. 
No. 2 mixed, new............ 35%@.. 35440 


Rejected, white, new........ 34 @35 34 @35 





Montreal 


Feb. 28.—(Special Telegram. )—Althouch 
there was a sharp decline in wheat valucs 
at American and Canadian centers today, 
yet this fact up to the present has had no 
material influence on the local flour mar- 
ket which was reported steady, witha fair 
volume of business passing on local and 
country account. 

Arrivals of flour last week were 4,147 
bbls, against 6,916 the week before and 
4,786 in 1904. The reports were 7,347 sacks 
via Portland, Maine, and 740 via West =t. 
John, N. B. The stocks in store are 27,- 
532, against 27,202 a week ago and 13,3:7 
a year ago. Flour prices per 196 lbs are 
as follows: 








Bogs -‘Barre!ls 
Spring patents............82. $5.60@5.»0 
Strong clears............. 5.30@5.0 
Winter patents........... 5.70@.5.80 
Straight rollers........... . 5.40@5..00 
| ee 2: ean 4.75@4.-0) 


x 

Feb. 25.—MILLFEED—Though the biz 
milling concerns report a good demani(l 
for bran, they at the same time admit 
that prices are being cut adollar a ton: 
two circumstances difficult to reconcile. 
Car-lot sales of bran are reported at $1 
per ton including bags, but they contend 
that locally a dollar more is being rea'- 
ized. Demand for shorts is fair, with 
prices steady. Quoted: Manitoba bran in 
bags at $16.50 to $17 per ton and Ontario 
in bulk at $16 to $17 per ton. Manitob: 
shorts in bags, $19. ntario in bulk at 
$19 to $20, and moullie at $25 to $28. 

WHEAT — There has been no improv: 
ment in the demand for Manitoba whea' 
from foreign sources. The few bids tha 
come forward have been principally fo 
feed wheat which is also out of line, s 
that export business, both for prompt an 
spring shipment, has been exceptional! 
quiet. 

CORN—A good inquiry for America 
corn continues, local buyers having follow 
ed the rise to a satisfactory extent. In th: 
aggregate, some 50,000 bus have bee: 
turned over during the week at 55@56c. 

OATS—This cereal still has a stron: 
undertone and prices are !4@lc per bu 
higher than they were a week ago, wit! 
business in No. 2 at 45'4@46c, and No. : 
at 44(@@45c. 

OTHER GRAINS—A firmer feeling ha: 
developed in barley and the price of fed 

rain is higher at 48'¢c per bu ex-track. 

ye isin limited inquiry at 82c per bu 
ex-track. 

CEREAL PRODUCTS—There has been 
little change in oatmeal, with business 
quiet and prices steady at $2. 124 per bag 
and $4.50 per bbl. Cornmeal is quiet at 
$1.35(@1.45 per bag. 
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Duluth 


Feb. 27.—Quotations to jobbers for car 
or round lots of flour, net per 196 lbs 









f.o.b. mills, are: dis mday  Yearago 
First patent, wood........ $5. 75@5. - $4.90@5.10 
Second patent, wood ..... 5. 4.80@5.00 
Straight, wood...... . 5. 55@5. 3 3.60@3.65 
Fancy clear, jute ..... -- 4.15@4.75 — 3.40@3.65 
Export clear, PGs cosas 4.00@4.40 2.55@2.70 
Low grade, jute .......... 2.95@3.15 2.40@2.45 
FLOUR OUTPUT 
1905 = 1904 bbls - 1903 bbls 
Feb. 25 6.700 Feb. 27.. a Feb. 28... 6,010 
Feb. 18. a a 500 Feb. 20... 9,000 Feb. 21. ..15,210 
Feb. 11... 5,700 Feb. 13.. * 9,000 Feb. 14. ..12,730 
Feb. 4... 8,600 Feb. 6...25,660 Feb. 7...17,525 
Feb. 2 Feb. 28... 1,000 
Feb. Feb. 21... 4 ‘000 
Feb Feb. 14. ..14, 815 
Feb. Feb. 7... 7,175 





The attached table shows the Duluth- 
Superior flour output and foreign ship- 
ments for four crop years: 

DULUTH FLOUR OUTPUT 

















1904-5 1903-4 1902-3 1901-2 

August.... 41,435 58,070 214,605 73.355 

September 47,630 82,970 8 116, 170 
October... 98,275 191,770 =. 217,490 

November. 69,095 149,030 238,200 et; 1645 

December. 86,725 70,590 105,510 83,640 

January... 41,840 64,200 86,070 70,250 

6 months 385,000 611,630 1,042,705 681,960 

76.045 

98,230 

110,510 

174,755 

155,610 

167,585 

1,464,695 

August.... 5,000 11,840 102,655 29,750 

September 3,000 30,425 64,210 od 
Octobehice se aen ses 68,820 5,320 

November. ....... 63,750 118,440 ir 0 

December. ....... 12,500 60,505 63,220 

JanuaF¥:: »< sas as4 2,465 1.505 44,705 

6 months 8,000 189,800 443,635 358,275 

February.. ....... 8,5 75 38.700 

March sues 0553 12,400 13,275 27,385 

April. -scpieess ee 8,500 35.640 66,350 

MSY .. ccveessaees 2,000 62.860 87,045 

JUNC. 2s chablaswenee 13,000 35,800 76,535 

DULY csinpe elem bones 14,865 29/200 105,055 

Year. omens 234,225 627,910 759,215 


MILLF EED Holds about the same 
position as a week ago, both in regard to 
demand and price. Offerings are light, 
mills being worked only part time owing 
to dull business: 





Mon Year agi 
Bran, 200.1b sacks..... $14. omaey 00 $15. SOIT “s 
Shorts, 200-Ib sacks... 15.00@15.50 16. 2516.7 75 
Middlings, 200-l1b sacks > 25@15.75  16.25@16.75 
Millfoelt.... 2.02; «see re 5.25@15.75 = 16.75@17.25 
Where 100-lb sacks are ordered 50c per ton is 
added. 


Closing prices of coarse grain today were 
as follows: 
Oe arrive, 304c; track, 304c. 
Rye—To arrive, 73%4c; track, 73%c. 
Barley—Feed, 33@37c; malting, 37@44c. 





WEEK 8 RECEIPTS Feb 28 

Feb25 Feb18 1904 
W hoet). vs cesxaroe eeecs ee 98,966 215,659 
Corts c<ccacnucaseh eons 1,0 Re” “Sivicns 
Onte. cvcavales couse ante ap'6a8 24,950 113,902 
Barley... 200+ s00e eee 6,182 4,386 42,168 
YOu cee oe baa dake ence | RSPAS 13,386 
Fl speak SENS aches bake 39,590 45,303 110,393 

SHIPMENTS 

Wheel ocss cacuecuv aces 34,307 14,628 45,836 
Corie 2easecnnseenn nan re aoc wats 
Oats... 19,156 4,300 11.315 
SAVNOW cncamcen anes seas 15,070 10,828 6,286 
RY@. scaekesupen ee cena cemawene Pees 1,935 
yl Fr eee 66,392 67,645 25,219 
WHEAT—Has had a sharp decline and 


is now 144c under a week ago. There was 
2 good deal of business Monday at the de- 
cline, and this market was far stronger 
than that of Chicago. There is little out- 
side business and no demand for our wheat 
from the east, so far, though as spring ap- 
proaches this is expected to be large. Mills 
e taking very little wheat and are grind- 
ig slowly. There are in store at the Head 
‘ the Lakes 4,942,752 bus of wheat, com- 
pared with 4, 87 9, 111 a week ago and with 
166,800 last year. This week shows an in- 
ease of 45,640 bus, while the correspond- 
ig week last year made an increase of 
10,288 bus. Closing prices have been : 


—No. 1 N-— 


On tr’k Toar’ve May July Sept 
fonday .......$1.134%% $1.13% $1.144% $1.14 93 
uesda@y....... 1.13% 1.13% 1.14% 1.14% 94 
V CGRARONIPT . conkac caceed. ceavha.> Venast aha 
hursday ..... 1.12% 1.12% 1.138% 1.13% 94% 
riday .. 1.18% 1.18% 114% 1.14% 93% 
iturday..... 1.12% 1.125 1.13% 1.13% 93% 
londay ....... 1.115% 1.11% 1.12% 1.12% 925% 
eb. 29, 1904... .995¢ .995¢  .995¢ 99% 89 
*Holiday. 


FLAXSEED— Very active and much 
igher, following a tip for an advance a 
veek ago. It went up from $1.27 to $1.38 
r to-arrive seed, which seems to have led 
ie advance, while cash and May have 
igged behind. Even this price is about 
(c under the price at which foreign seed 
could be laid down in New Yor The 
cifferent months seem to run along inde- 
yendently of one another, and May is the 
veakest on the list. There are now in 
tore at the Head of the Lakes 7,613,024 bus 
if seed, compared with 7,639, 870 a week 
* and 6,196,470 last year. The decrease 
f 27,000 bus this week compares with an 
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increase of 86,000 a year ago. Closing 
prices have been: 
Toarr Ontr’k wey 


- BRA eee epee $1.27 $1.27 $1.27 





Fives: - 1.27% 1.27% 1.27% 
EE Si.05 a dcwe bead Weague- ab geen Woe dee 
Py ee 1. : 1.29% 
WOES bilss cy Bir. ce eet eduees 1.33% 1.338% 1.3314 
Ee oe 1.36% 1.36% 1.36 
; OU EPA er 1.36% 1.38 1.36 
| SR eee ire 1. 15% 1.15% 1.18% 

*Holiday. 





Toronto 


Feb. 28.—(Special Telegram. )—The flour 
market is dull and the advance of 10ca 
bbl reported iast week has not helped busi- 
ness, very few sales having been made. 
Prices are also very irregular, some mills, 
having wheat bought at lower prices, be- 
ing anxious to realize on account of the 
easier wheat market. Prices follow: 


High patent, blended.................. $5.45@5.58 
Patent, 85 to 80 per cent, eee eseete 5.30@5.45 
Patent, 90 per cent, blended. . .ee- D15@5.35 
Straights 5.00@5.10 





3.7% 

In bags 20c per bbl less and in half barrels 25c 
per bbl more is asked 

As one traveller put it Saturday, ‘‘The 
demand for Manitoba flour is dead.’’ Bak- 
ers claim business is very dull and with 
the prices of wheat easing off, both in the 
United States and Winnipeg, are hoping 
that they a replenish their stocks at 
lower prices than now prevail. Quotations 
are as follows per 196 lbs in bags delivered 
all Ontario points: 





SMR os o'<.5 ois note cewek omen $5.20@5.70 
Second patent... & 10@5.40 
GI oS ais ae crv ewecietes wecoide es 4.90@5.20 


Mills only shipping occasionally have to ac- 
cept 10@20c per bbl less. 

* 

Feb. 25.—MILLFEED-— There is a decid- 
edly firmer tone and a better demand for 
millfeed. Many of the small mills are 
not running and are drawing their sup- 

lies from the large mills, which action 
is taking the surplus off the market, and 
if continued will lead to an early advance 
in prices. Quotations per ton of 2,000 lbs 
in car lots, f.o.b. mills, follow: middlings, 
bagged, $18@19; bran, $15.75@16. Only 
sales reported of bran for export is bulk 
— bran made in Ontario mills at 

14. 


WHEAT —Prices of winter wheat have 
been firmly maintained at $1.07 and some 
dealers claim sales at $1.08, but this was 
very exceptional. The demand for winter 
wheat has been good. There hasalso been 
an active demand for Manitobas, some 
fairly large purchases having been made 
by millers for May delivery this side of the 
lakes at prices ranging from 1c to 2¢ be- 
low those asked for cash wheat in the same 
position. A sale of about 50,000 bus spot 
sample wheat, about No. 4, was made to 
millers at 88!ge track elevator Meaford. 
Prices close as follows: 

ONTARIO WHEAT 
No. 1 white winter, new, for cereals. .$1.08@1.09 


TIO. SPO WERIOT, TOW ooiia cs cece cvenece ence @1.07 
No. 2 white winter, new.......-...-... .... @1.07 
No. 1 spring 2 ah. RS SP RR eee 95 .96 





Te re eee 

All f.o.b. cars country points. 

MANITOBA WHEAT 
TD: UNE oo ss cad sive isvncecas cf $1.10@1.12 
No. 2 northern 1,06@1.08 
No. 3 northern 1.01@1.02 
ON a ee H@ .95 
No. 4 northern 2@ .93 

All f.o.b. cars at elevators this side of lakes. 
No. 1 northern, all rail 
No. 2 northern, all rail 
No. 3 northern. all rail 
No 4northern. extra, all rail 
No. 5 northern, all rai ; 
No. 1 northern. scoured, all rail.......... 1.10 
No. 2 northern, scoured, all rail.......... 1.08 

Via North Bay delivered Montreal freights. 

OATS—Demand very active during the 
first half of the week. Sales of five and 
ten-car lots were made as high as 45'ge in 
store Toronto and 41!gc was paid f.o.b. 
cars outside points or 44c to arrive track 
here. . The last half of the week found 
prices easier and demand falling off, offer- 
ings at 41c on middle freights not being 
accepted. Oatmeal millers are out of the 
market. Prices follow: No. 1 white, 39c; 
No. 2 white, 38'4¢c_ bid for milling any 
freights; No. 2 white, 41c and for No.3 
white, 40c is bid for the eastern provinces 
and local requirements, high freights. No. 
2 sold at 41@41\ge during the week—high 
freight rate points, 41@41!gc now general- 
ly asked. 

CEREALS—The drop of 25c per bbl re- 
corded last week has resulted in a slight 
improvement in sales, but they are still 
very light, as in spite of the slight advance 
in the price of United States oat meal, their 
prices are still considerably below those of 
the Canadian millers. Prices follow: 
Rolled oats, $1.15 per 480 lbs and granulat- 
ed oatmeal $4.45 per 196 lbs in ween by the 
carload delivered Toronto freight points. 
In bags 25c per bbl less. In broken lots 25c 
per bbl more. Cornmeal gold-dust, $2.90, 
carloads, or $3 in broken lots, in bags. 











Speculative ocean room for corn having 
been absorbed, higher rates are being paid 
to Liverpool. 


Minneapolis 
Feb. 28.—Quotations of flour asked today 


by local and outside mills car or round lots 
at Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, for prompt 


shipment, were: Tuesday Year ago 
First patent, in wood..... — 06.00 $4.90@5.1 

Second patent in wood.. 5.60@5.90 4.80@5. 03.05 
Fancy clear, jute......... 7000. ade 3.606 03. 75 
First clear, jute .......... 3.00@3.25 3.40@3.50 
Second clear, jute........ 2.20@2.40 2.25@2.40 
Red-dog, jute............. 1.80@1.85 1.80@1.85 








For flour in different packages, the follow- 
ing is the schedule; 1-16 cotton sacks, same es 
wood; % cotton, same as wood; 4 cotton, 10c 
less than wood; % cotton and 140’s -_ See’ 
jute, 20c ema than wood; 1-16 pa 
same as wood; % paper, lic less t oa wood: 
% paper, 20c less than wood; % bbls, 30c over 
Ww 

Prices asked by northwestern mills, in- 
cluding Minneapolis and outside, for 
prompt shipment, per 280 lbs, in jute, c.i.f., 
including 2 per cent commission, were to- 








day (Feb. 28): LONDON 

Tuesday Last year 
PRONE 6s vos bees 31s 3386d 8603808 = @31s 6d 
Fancy clear...... 24s 6d@25s 24s 64@25s 6d 
First clear....... . 21s 34@22s 23s @24s 6d 
Second clear..... 16s 16s 3d 17s @lis3d 
Red-dog.......... 14s d14s 3d 148 @l4s 3d 

LIVERPOOL y 

I ioe ccidechamakn. apse Seabise ets 31s @3as 6d 
First clear, standard.............. 21s 34@22s 6d 
SPORE CHOU Sooo is cakes bs esrccnece 16s @l6s 3d 
CET eT rc e tree 14s @l4s 3d 

GLASGOW 
PPM ery ot hs bates Sa ares de oes 31s @a3s 6d 
First clear, standard.............. 21s 34@22s 
OU CIORE oo. 05a 50s tee segvesace 16s @lé6s 3d 
TRE orice wh picka eh sRnccepobee 14s @l4s 3d 


Amsterdam c.i.f. quotations of local 
and outside mills were, today, per 22044 
lbs, in guilders: 


POE. vocdiescs bao canse casei eanee 10%@10% 
SRNR KIRIN Ss sad ss Seis’ e ove hone swecieeaee T%@ 8 
hae acd cus has) vate Wedweea 64@ 6% 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
London 60 days’ sight documentary ex- 
change was quoted by Minnea olis banks 
as follows during the last wee 


Feb. 22*..3...... We aus Feb. 25.. St. 8434 @4.84%4 
Feb. 23... 484%@4.84% Feb. 27... 4.8434@4.84% 
Feb. 24... 4.5434@4.84% Feb. 28... 4.8414@4.84% 


Guilders. three days’ sight, were, Feb. 28, 
quoted at 40.18%@40.21. *Holiday 
MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 
The flour output and foreign shipments 
of Minneapolis mills for four weeks, with 
comparisons, are shown in the subjoined 


tables: FLOUR OUTPUT BY WEEKS 
1905 Bbls 1904 1903 = 
Mech. 4........ Meh. 2: 










Feb. 25.. 
Feb. 18.. 
Feb. 11.. 


"780 Feb. 20. .325.590 21.. 
281/365 Feb. 13..347.375 Feb. is 7300/325 
FOREIGN SHIPMENTS BY WEEKS 





5 Oa AS ee Mech. 5.. 53,415 Mch. 7.. 72,720 
Feb. 25. ae Feb. ze . 39,050 Feb. 28.. 53,470 
Feb. 18.. { Feb. 20.. 34,850 Feb. 21.. 34,855 
Feb. 11.. 47 pee Feb. 3. 39,485 Feb. 14.. 50,315 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 


The flour output and foreign shipments 
of northwestern mills outside of Minne- 
apolis and Duluth have been by weeks, in 
barrels: 
Week No.Capac- — Output— -—Ex gh 
ung mills ity 1904-5 1903-4 1904-5 
Nov. ; 34,700 143, > 7.085 ¢ 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 26. 
Dec. 3.. 
Dec » 10.. 





109/115 152.535 6315 24/42 
125.425 147.810 3245 Is1¢5 


140,510 154,355 5,460 
133,390 116,835 4,495 14,675 
130.925 151,520 3,675 11,630 
124,940 160.090 5,410 12,380 
142,550 144,365 4,540 7,530 
CEREALS AND FEED 


Millfeed has tor the most part shown a 
sagging tendency during the week, this 
being especially the case as to middlings 
and bran. Middlings have been weaker 
than bran. Prices of these two products 
are 25(@40c per ton lower than last Tues- 
day. Red-dog has held strong, probably 
on account of being oversold, and today 
stands the same as a week ago. There is 
a moderate eastern demand and the split- 
car trade is large. 

Minneapolis car-lot prices of millfeed 
today (Feb. 28) for prompt shipment were, 
per 2,000 Ibs: Bulk 200-Ib sacks 
ED cccekatadee< onnsae $13.50@13.75  $14.25@14.50 
Standard middlings .. 13.10@13.35 13.90@14.15 


15,515" 





Feb. 25.. 


Flour middlings...... 15.25@15.50 = 16.00@16.25 
Red-dog, 140-lb jute... 17.00@17.25 18.00@18.25 


In 100-lb sacks, 50c per ton additional over 200- 
1b sacks is charged. 

The Boston basis of prices for millfeed, 
for prompt shipment, is given below, per 
ton, in 200-lb sacks: 
CRA PSE Er $19. 75@20.00 
Standard middlings .. 
Flour middlings 
Red-dog, 140-lb cauie.. 23. 50@23. 73 

Quotations of cereals and feed products, 
in car lots, net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minne- 
apolis, are: 

Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibs, bulk........ $16.00@16.25 








No. 1 ground feed, 2.000 lbs, bulk.... 16.50@16.75 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 17.00@17.25 
No. ‘groans f feed, 2,000 lbs, bulk.... 17.50@17.75 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, in 100-Ib sacks... 15.75@16.00 


wn 
oO 
w 


Yellow cornmeal, granulated* ...... 
Cornmeal, white* 
Hominy, coarse*.. 
Table grits* . 7 
Brewers’ grits, in jute, 
ee FE See Sire ee 
Rye flour, REE EE eee 
Rye flour, standard, white .......... 
Graham, PYO, DDL... 56... ees oscee 
Graham, wheat, pure, bbl........... 
Graham, standard, bbl 
Buckwheat flour, bbl 


3 






err 


SREREZSRSSE 


~ 
i 
J U 
8) 
Co 02 em co oo wo GO DU DIDI DOTS 





Rolled oats, 180 lbs, wood... 3.45@ 

Rolled oats, per bbl in 90-Ib sacks. . 3.25@ 3.30 
Mill screenings, per'ton ............. . 11.00@11.50 
Elevator screenings, per ton........ 11.00@11.50 
Buckwheat screenings, Bad WOR okixz 12.00@..... 


Flaxseed screenings, per ton 0.50@ 
Chicked feed wheat, 'Sen39 Ib, bu.. .55@ .65 
Wild mustard seed, ton.............. 18.00@..... 

*Per barrel in sacks. Where not otherwise 
stated, sacks are of 49 and 98-lb cotton. 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKETS 


The appended table shows closing prices, 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of 
No. 1 northern. No. 2 northern, No. 3, No. 
4, rejected, May and July wheat : 

Feb Nol No2 No3 No4 Rej May July 
18..1.16 1.12% 1.0534@1.0734 96 65@90 1.1614 1.14 
20..1.14% 1.11% 1.0454@1.06%¢ 94 65@90 1.153 1.1354 
21..1.153¢ 1.1236 1.04%@1.05% 93 60@93 1.15% 1.1434 


23..1.15 1.1134 1.0434@1.0034 92 71@86 1.1544 1.135% 
24..1.15% 1.12% 1.03% @1.06% 95 64@88 1.15% 1.14 
25..1.15 1.1134 1.0334@1.0634 92 65@95 1.1534 1.133% 
27..1.13% 1.10% 1.0144@1.04%4 91 60@85 1.14% 1.11% 
.- 1.11% 1.07% .97%@1. N97 1. 1.09 
lt. .99% .97% .95 @. 97% .97 
2t. .77% .765% .73 @ .76 @.. .76% .76% 
+1904. +1903. 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and Du- 
luth for the week ended Saturday were in 
bushels (hundreds omitted) : 


rr store— 


; L 1905 1904 1903 
Minneapolis ...... 1,831 1,331 1,049 12,531 11,810 
QI one Bisig ese 108 216 1,953 4,943 3,467 

TOGNES ~..525c005 1,939 1,547 3,002 17,474 15,277 


RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments at Minneapolis 
by weeks ended Saturday were: 


RECEIPTS Feb 27 
Feb25 Feb18 1904 

Wheat, bus........-- 1,830,650 1,390,800 1,330,830 

3. 10,034 12,133 

267 430 

117,120 69 010 

143,420 465,180 

162,800 = 120,320 

14,060 37.600 

37,500 135,020 

397,980 289,750 

214,863 324,675 

7,422 7,873 


115,3f0 92.400 
14,240 20,240 





WE Ns hac ac esaee o 
MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 
Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators 
was reported as follows-by the Chamber 
of Commerce on dates given, in bushels: 








Feb 27 

Feb25 Febi18 Febll 1904 
No. lhard 19,730 19,730 19,729 2.58 
No. 1 north 4,045,340 3,985,549 4,047,721 4,045,357 
eh NED cscs is no esnasoscs diveee tos 630,488 
eS er Oe rarer 
ae ren 
No grade .. te POE 
Speci’ 1S Se eee ney hone 
Others..... 8,895,866 9,143,561 












Totals . ..12,530,647 12,901,145 13,211.011 11,810,062 
In 1903. . 364,828 15,495,826 15,446.988 


In 1902. . 966,427 16,068,569 16,151,618 ......... 
In 1901..... 17,153,000 17,068,000 16,957.000 ......... 
RECEIPTS BY GRADE 


Wheat received at Minneapolis by week, 
ended Saturday, in carloads, graded as 





follows: Feb 27 
Feb 2 * Febis8s Febll 1904 
Mo. t hard...:..<:. ee i, eae 
No. 1 northern.. 165 134 117 210 
No. 2northern.... 327 246 217 405 
| SE eae 398 356 311 444 
RY ree 496 437 B52 er 
Rejected ......... 307 251 202 284 
No grade.......... 35 16 25 79 
en ae 16 10 B24 
Macaroni......... 2 8 5 19 
Mixed wheat ..... 13 7 7 
Western wheat... 101 68 124 
| RR 1,876 1,539 1,370 1,765 


CROP YEAR RECEIPTS 
Receipts of wheat at Minneapolis and 


Duluth from Sept. 1 to Feb. 25, were as 
follows, with comparisons, in bushels: 





1904-5 1903-4 
BEIBOSANONIS, . 5.0.02 s5escees 62,312.470 60,569,090 
Sak avn ae xs ck be pes’ 21,047,532 24,571,988 
I atl ekg bole pang 83,360,002 85,141,078 
COARSE GRAINS 
Daily closing prices of No. 3 yellow 


corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and bar- 
ley at Minneapolis during the week were, 


per bushel: Corn Oats Rye Barley 
LG ae eens pee: eae id 
PS et ” Tiare ae es 4244 28% T5%@77% 37@44 
Feb. 24.........-.... 42% 20% 75%@77¥q 37@44 
_ a Ree ee $2% 29% 75%@7i4 36@44 
RN A nia s cn-cs'ices 42% 29% 75%@774 37@44 
| NE SORIA Hata 4344 20% T54%@774 37@44 
*Holiday 


Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 


at Minneapolis, in warnen, were: Feb 27 
Feb 2 Feb 18 1904 

Sore, RE RE 54. fi4 45.047 = 107,931 

hap .. 5,012,783 5,172,243 2,264,637 
ariey, .- 1,314,859 1 #6 6, a 1,509,966 

Rye, Th ag . ; 92, 3,348 
ax, bus.... 1,637,952 1 ee 510 1,608,748 











Freight Rates 


OCEAN RATES 
Ocean rates on flour, from Atlantic 
ports, as quoted in Minneapolis Tuesday, 
were as follows, in cents per 100 lbs: 














From 
hil- New- 
New Bos- Balti- adel- Mon- port 
To— York ton more phia treal News 
Aberdeen....... SRD: SEED ccccs. weces 
Amsterdam. 11. (00 11.00 12.00 12.00 ..... 11.50 
Antwerp........ 7.03 . ee Pee 
CS cetiadew Sedan cheese Ca ee are 
Bremen ......... 10.00 ..... See eee 
i ae 8.00 ..... er rare 
J a. , Bee So RS eee 
Christiania ..... 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ..... 2.2... 
Copenhagen .... 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ..... 22... 
J es 18.55 17.52 19.00 19.52 ..... ..... 
Sa vixtadess Shwe. seens Seer 
Dundee ......... 14.06 ..... 8! Pee 
Glasgow ........ 56.63 $03 8.50 7.50..... 8.50 
Gothenburg .... 11. 00 14.00 16.00 12.00 ..... 2... 
Hamburg 11. 
PeeveEe....... ae 
Helsingfors 5 
oS 
vee > hada 
uiverpool..... 
POG. ..... 0 8. , 9. :. 
Londonderry ... 14.84 14.84 17.50 16.84 20... 20... 
Manchester..... 6.44 6.44..... S| eee ee 
Newcastle ...... BOE ss aivinte,, sind Gains w aes “Alea 
Rotterdam...... 10.00 10.00 11.00 10.00 ..... 10.50 
RMD ceveicels bcs o's 18.09 18.05 19.00 20.05 ..... ..... 
Southampton .. BE Sie was ena he oebes “weney 
a 11.00 11.00 13.00 12.00 ..... ..... 


eee ES Ge IN Ais BONO io ccks. cose Geren 0b a0% waces 
Owing to frequent changes, the above rates 
are subject to confirmation. 





MINNEAPOLIS-DULUTH RATES 


All-rail freight rates on flour, millfeed, 
cereals, oil cake, etc., from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota Transfer, and Duluth are as 
follows in cents per 100 Ibs: 









To— A B To A B 
Buffalo....... 18.30 9.2 a exo cesses SRO 17 
Black Rock.. 18.30 9.2 13.7 
Suspension a... 14.7 

Bridge..... 18.30 9.2 pooch — 24.50 16.2 
Niagara F’lls 18.30 9.2 Troy.... 

Corry. Pa 18.30 9.2 Schenec tady. 
Hornellsville 22.00 13.7 New York.. 

Mt. Morris... 22. 13.7 Boston. 
Rochester ... 13.7 Portland .... 
Punxsut’ney. 13.7 Providence... 2 
Binghamton. ior 6S )gdensburg.. 
Corning...... 22 1: ‘ Philadelphia. 2: 
Elmira....... 7 Baltimore... 22 





A ace v rate cloak Minneapolis. B—Pro- 
portion of same rates from Chicago. 

To A B To A B 
New York ... 22.50 15.0 Baltimore... 19.50 12.0 
Boston. 2.50 15.0 Newp’t N’ws 19.50 12.0 
Portland . 0015.0 Montreal .... 20.50 .... 
Philadelphia. 20.50 13.0 

A—Through rates from Minneapolis. B—Pro- 
portion of same from Chicago. 

Note—Shipments going across lake. break- 
bulk, take rates Ic lower than the above. 









TOLEDO 
All-rail rates on flour, millfeed, cereals, 
etc., from Toledo, Ohio, are as follows, in 
cents per 100 Ibs: 


Albany............ 13.50 Cincinnati........ 7.00 
Boston ........... 15.50 Baltimore........ 10.50 
Boston ...........*11.50 Baltimore........ * 8.50 
New York........ 13.50 Rochester........ 10.50 
New York........ *11.50 Syracuse......... 10.50 
Philadelphia..... 11.50 Buffalo........... 7.50 
Philadelpnia. * 9.50 Detroit........... 4.00 
Pittsburg......... 7.50 Erie. soe ae 
Portland ......... 1.50 Ne »wport News... 10.50 
Portland ---*11.50 Ne mere 2 News... “8-50 
Cleveland ........ 6.00 Norfolk. covess 10.50 


*For export shipment only. 
INDIANAPOLIS 


Following are rates, from Indianapolis, 
Ind., to the points named, on flour and 
grain products, in cents per 100 Ibs: 


To— To 
New York..... 16.50 Baltimore........*11.00 
New York.... *14.00 Buffalo........ 10.50 
Boston ...... 18.50 Pittsburg ........ 10,50 
TNR ee ns cee *14 0 Portland......... 18.50 
Philadelphia .. 14.4) Portland..... *14.00 
Philadelphia . *12.00 Albany. ; 16.00 

vewport News .. 13.50 Cle veland........ 8.50 
Ne »wport News ..*11.00 Cincinnati .. 6.00 
Norfolk .......... 13.50 Erie ; . 10.50 
Norfolk .... *11.00 Syracuse ......... 13.50 
3altimore ---- 13.50 Detroit..... 8.50 


*For export shipment only 


ST. LOUIS 
_ Following are the freight rates on flour 
in sacks, in cents per 100 Ibs, from East 
St. Louis to foreign ports, via all-rail : 
Amsterdam ...... 25.50 London ... 





Antwerp...... - 24.50 Rotterdam. 
Belfast ..... . 2.00 Manchester .. 
Dublin . .00 Copenhagen ... 
Glasgow.......... 21.50 Bristol 
Hamburg ... 24.50 Leith....... 





Liverpool ........ 21.94 Hull. 26 
All-rail export rates on flour, in sac oks, 
in cents per 100 lbs: 


New York........ 17.50 Boston... ones Se 
Philadelphia ..... 15.50 Baltimore . . 12.50 


Newport News 12.50 
Domestic rates, all-rail, on flour in 
sacks, in cents per 100 lbs: 


New York. . 20.50 Scranton.. . 18.50 
Boston ..... 22.50 Baltimore... .... 
Philadelphia . 18.50 Washington 

Pittsburg . .. 13.50 Detroit... ae 
Buffalo.... 13.50 Newport News 
Albany........... 19.50 Richmond, Va, 
Syracuse .. 17.50 Rochester. 

AV irginia } com- Cleveland ........ 


mon points.. 17.50 Indianapolis ..... 








KANSAS CITY 
Following are tariff domestic rates on 


flour in sacks, Kansas City, to points 
named, effective Feb. 1: 

see ee ..---. 29.50 Baltimore........ 26.50 
eee 31.50 Washington...... 26.50 
Philadelphia essin 2.50 Detroit........... 19.50 
Pittsburg ........ 22.00 Newport News... 26. ” 
Albany..........- 28.50 Rochester........ 25.50 
Syracuse......... 26.00 Cleveland ........ 20. 50 
Virginia ae. 26.50 Richmond........ 26.50 


Scranton . . 27.50 
Following are tariff rates on flour for 
export, Kansas City to the ports named, 
effective Feb. 1: 
New York........ 26.50 Baltimore........ 23.50 
Philadelphia..... 24.50 Boston ........... 26.50 
Following are through rates on flour 
Kansas City to the ports named, in cents 
per 100 lbs, available for present booking : 
30.50 








Copenhagen Hamburg ........ 29.50 
Christiania. . 20 BMS Giannessseen 50.50 
es Aberdeen . ... 34.50 
Liverpool ........ 4.94 Dundee........... 35.00 
Glasgow.......... 2600 Amsterdam . . 31.40 
Belfast ........... 30.00 Rotterdam....... 30.40 
DUDE 65.0030 35<. MOO 
MILWAUKEE 


The following are the all-rail domestic 
rates on flour, in cents per 100 lbs, from 
Milwaukee to eastern points: 


Do ae jh Or eereee 11.00 
New York........ 17.50 Buffalo......=-.... 11.00 
Philadelphia ii Rochester and 
See 5.5 Syracuse....... 12.50 
Baltimore........ it BD AIDARY 35. <3 ssc0: 17.00 


Export rates on flour, in cents per 100 
lbs, from Milwaukee to seaboard ports are 
as follows: 





BOGOR <6 <<<065<-% 15.50 New York........ 15.00 
Philadelphia. .... 13.00 Baltimore........ 12.00 
DETROIT 


Freight rates on flour in cents per 100 
lbs from Detroit to the points named are 
as follows: 


New York........ 13.50 BOBtOR: o occe cisces 15.50 
Philadelphia..... 11.50 Newport News... 10.50 
Pittsburg ........ ie ee 11.50 
Portland ......... 15.50 Baltimore. a 10.50 





World's Grain Shipments 
World’s grain shipments for the week are 
shown below in bushels: 














WHEAT Feb 27 
Feb 25 Feb 18 1904 

BIOTION. . 52655600002 896,000 = 784,000 2,152,000 
Ties i ie 1,688,000 2,098,000 2,424,000 
Danube............. 584.000 512.000 352 000 
TRON occ vees cnenon 1,128,000 632,000 a 000 
Argentina .......... 4.360.000, 3,344,000 3,568,000 
Australia ........... 1.048.000 2 040,000 #308 000 
BOE ROMS 5. kakeeaase.  shnbecces 24.000 
NOM os 6's 5'< cere sone 184,000 904.000 360,000 
Totals...... . 9,888 000 10,312,000 10.+00,000 


CORN 


America . 3,448,000 4.056.000 1,016,000 








Russia .............. | 77,000 349,000 394.000 
NINDS 5 os acesSire Mee ~ Sebegece Sieesncas 609.000 
Argentina .......... 531,000 146.000 454,000 

Totals... . 4,056.00) 4.551.000 2,472,000 


Closing Wheat Prices 


Closing prices of May and cash wheat at 
points named, on each day of the week, 
per bushel, were: 

MAY WHEAT 
Wed Thur Fri Sat Mon Tues 








*22 23 24 25 27 28 

ianene lie er 1.15% 1.15% 1.15% 1.14% 1.11% 
Duluth.. -.--. 113% 1.14% 1.1358 1.1236 1.10% 
Chicago.... ..... 1.18% 1.18% 1.184% 1.164 1.13% 
St. Louis... ..... 1.15 1.15% 1.15% 1.14% 1.12 
New York.. ..... 1.175% 1.1744 1.17% 1.16% 1.13% 
Kansas City ..... 1.06 1.06% 1.06 1.04% 1.02% 
Milwaukee. ..... 1.18% 1.18344 1.1654 1.135% 
Winnipeg.. ..... 1.034% 1.025¢ 1.01% .98% 
Minneap'lis ..... VW 1.13% 1.11% 
BOUIERs ccc osces -125¢ 1.11% 1.00% 
Chicagot... ..... 0 1.18% ...... 
St. Louis... ..... 6 EE OLB 
New York 

1 north’nt ..... 1.26% 1.26% 1.26% 1.255g 1.23% 

>. 1.235 1.233% 1.28% 1.2256 1.20% 
Kansas City 

2 hard. 1.10% 1.10% 1.1 

BE a scice sasac 1.11% 1.11% 1.1 
Milwaukee. ..... 1.17% 1.17% 1.1 
pi” 117) (1.17 1.1 
Winnipeg... ..... iE een 2% 14 914 


+Fresh arrivals. +Afloat. *Holiday. 

In the above table the price of cash wheat at 
Minneapolis, Duluth (to arrive), Chicago. Mil- 
waukee and Winnipeg is for No. 1 northern, at 
Toledo for No. 2 red. and at St. Louis for Nou. 2 
hard 

William EF. Kelms, assistant manager 
Sleepy Eye (Minn.) Milling Co: During 
last week, shipping directions came in 
quite freely. These directions were re- 
ceived against old invoices or sales made 
on the strength of the wheat market dur- 
ing the previous week. With the market 
practically stationary last week, there was 
very little inquiry from domestic trade. 
Most of the business seems to be done in 
a hand-to-mouth way, and we find that 
the largest dealers are buying only for ac- 
tual needs. We are pleased to report a 
sale of several thousand barrels of first 
and second clears to foreign countries. 
This is practically the first foreign busi- 
ness done by us since early last fall. We 
also notice that a number of other mills 
are reporting sales of clear to foreign 
countries, and we feel that this will have 
a tendency to soon advance prices on these 
grades in domestic markets, 
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Visible Supply 


The statement of the visible supply of 
grain in the United States is given below 
in bushels (hundreds onaitiad) : : 











Feb 25: 

At— Wiest Corn ay Rye B’rly 
Baltimore ........ 719 ae 
DR oes Kicssene 294 a7 soe pein f eewe 
BOD. s53<s5088 2,367 ..,.. 1,230 688 2,169 

PIOAG. 6 0. n 500 v0 oe eee 101 45 182 
Chicago .......... 1,413 3,442 1,679 292 8 
OED oS cvnsecese 48 1 30 5 4 

i eee 4,943 7 4,052 176 361 
Os, FERED su 5 hss EEE Cede: wiokies:) “Weled. Seales 
Galveston ........ Re eae ee 
Indianapolis...... 268 71 TEE” Sepae: ~esvee 
Kansas City ...... ee: I. OE cregig «eae 
Milwaukee ....... 839 822 323 8 218 
Minneapolis ...... 12,531 54 5,013 93 1.315 
Montreal ......... 54 47 See ik 103 
New Orleans..... ..... a ee 
New York........ 1,010 517 569 148 292 

ME Scns esp 46: hdese” wee WE: ageue Sasie 
) ae 217 ‘1,2 20 2 
ge eo ange ae 7 398 90 Pane 

t. Arthur, Ont.. -1 OD civen “Senaw’ eeeca> Seene 
ASRS 2'742 "192 “87 3 15 

225 «2647 B84 12 10 
Se ae mes ie 

eee @ aceie went 

36.528 8,524 16,723 1,687 4,679 


37,458 8,846 17,600 1,770 5,073 
35,599 8,793 10213 1,163 4,311 

Changes for the week: Decrease—Wheat, 
930,000 bus; corn. 322,000; Oats, 877,000; rye, 83,- 
000; barley, 394,000 bus. 


Weekly Flour Output 


The attached table gives the flour out- 
put at milling centers for two weeks, with 
comparisons, in barrels: Feb 27 Feb 28 

Feb25 Feb18 1904 1903 
7 313,995 287,005 











Minneapolis..... 292.670 244,780 
Duluth-Superior 6,700 7,500 25.500 6,010 
Milwaukee.... 30, 33,900 27,900 36,15 
pe 370 286,180 367,395 329,165 
44 po mills* #42'550 ewes pc ee 
Ager’ hag spring i Poe GEL. Saxsn2s 
St. Lou 15,400 511,760 28,300 
St. fl onint 48,000 34,900 
Indianapolis 5,975 10.390 
Detroit 11,400 9,600 
Chicago 12,500 = 21,715 
Kansas City 00 35,800 
Toledo 24,500 28,300 





*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth. 

+Flour made by mills outside of St. Louis. but 
controlled in that city. 





Week’s Flour Exports 


NEw YORK, Feb. 28. — (Special Tele- 
gram.)—Exports of flour, given in bar- 
rels, from all Atlantic and Gulf ports for 
the weeks ending on the following dates, 


were: Feb Feb Feb Feb 27 
Destination— 25 18 11 1904 


56,467 








Southampton .... ...... 1.072 
Manenester ....... ccssss 178 
RSID sc sacccece (GUN scceee 
pn ee 7,799 179 
DER. sJ5 cach weveeel caesar 
PI vccincee ee bede 1,220 
BPOMOR .....- 00. eas 
Amsterdam ...... 3.254 
Rotterdam....... 1,543 
Copenhagen...... ...... 
reer 
Norway, Sweden. 1. 122 
ES sa icy as sec cas 3,374 
eee 1319 
San Domingo... 961 
Other W. Indies.. 14,055 8,456 
Central America. ...... 20 
OO ae | eee 
Cibaer &. As... 11,040 = 11,027 
B. N. America... 757 3,911 
SOME BENSON. cone sndcne ~. cecnur 
Pe tech ccKsnes *2,163 352 
NE este arenes 114,094 82,79 157,230 253,508 


*Includes 2,097 bbls to Cardiff. 





FLAX AND ITS PRODUCTS 


From Russia and the Danube the ex- 
ports of flaxseed from Aug. 1 to Feb. 4 
amounted to 1,956,000 bus, against 3,708,- 
000, and 4,024,000 in 1902-3. Shipments 
from India were 23,384,000 bus, against 
17,696,000 last season, and 12,456,000 in 
1902-3. 

Daily closing prices per bushel of flax- 
seed in Minneapolis, Chicago and Duluth: 


-—Mpls—— —Duluth-— Chgo. 

Spot May Spot May Spot 
Wet BO. ssc) cstaee. ates | ate eee AIR A 
Feb. 23....... 1.29 1.29 1.30 1.29% 1.28% 
 % See 1.33 1,33 1.33% 1.3334 1.31% 
oO ae 135% 1.45% 1.36% 1.36% 1.34 
Feb. aes .... 13534 1.353¢ 1.38 1.36 1,35 
Feb. 28 . 1.36 1.36 1.38 1.3634 1.34 

*Holiday. 


Receipts of flaxseed for week ended Sat- 
urday and stock in store, at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, are shown below in bushels, 
(hundreds omitted) : 


cece In store— 

1905 1904 1905 1904 

Minneapolis.......... 50 135 1,638 1,609 
PN 5a hon see dess 40 110 7,613 6,196 
ARGUE fais cc Jude bake 90 245 «9.251 = 7,805 


In the week ended Feb. 25, the shipments 
of oilcake from New York consisted of 40,- 
598 long tons, against 35,343 in the preced- 
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ing week, and 48,961 in 1904. The chief 
cargoes were 1, 921 tons to Liverpool, 1,748 
to Bristol, 4, 500 to Rotterdam, 16,804 to 
Antwerp, "1, 405 to Havre and 220 to the 
Mediterranean. 


Flaxseed has materially advanced dur. 
ing the ane week, due, it is reported, to 
manipulation by the linseed oil trust, 
and closed today (Tuesday) 8%¢ higher 
than Tuesday of last week. The demand 
for oileake and oilmeal is good, and 
crushers say they have all the business 
they can attend to. The present good 
weather has created a stronger demand 
for linseed oil, and it is selling at 3!¢c per 
gallon over last week’s price. Following 
are quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis: i Oilcake, 
$23; and oilmeal, $24@24.50 per 2,000 lbs; 
raw oil, 42c per gallon. 





Foreign 
Glasgow 


GLASGOw, March 1.—(Special Cable. )— 
This market is quiet and demand is small. 
Both winter and spring wheat flours are 

uoted threepence to sixpence cheaper. 
Prices are as follows, net c.i.f., per sack of 







ak —- lee 
Straight 
Prime ead SPS thn olka s nb ote S oud 2 
Kansas patent 
Winter— First patent bee 
ce grind Deca uterus Cerk sie cee 28s 6d 


@31s 
38d@2s 


Brea. 3 WN Os cs asia pats vaaincaeceesakes £4 

Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
would represent an additional cost of 9d Is 
per sack. 





Liverpool 


LIVERPOOL, March 1.—-(Special Cable. )— 
Greater steadiness has characterized this 
market. Demand has slightly revived, 
but there is still much room for improve- 
ment. English flour is sixpence dearer 
than it has been recently quoted and (e- 
mand for it is active. The following quo- 
tations show the range of prices, net c.i./., 
per sack of 280 lbs, at which flour is sale- 
able here: 





Minnesota first patent ............ 29s 64@30s 3d 
Minnesota second patent.......... 27s G6A@2s 3d 
Minnesota first clear.............. 23s 6d@24s 3d 
Minnesota second clear........... 1s 64@17s 3d 
Winter extra fancy............... 268 @2KX's sid 
Winter first patent................ 29s 29s 

eee RR 2%s @27s‘ 

Hungarian first grade.. . 32s eda 33s id 
Wert te Wk ovo e crm sch oss ceceaseneccends £4 





Sales ex-store, not including commission, 
bh represent an additional cost of 9d@Is per 
sack. 





London 


LONDON, March 1.—(Special Cable. 
The monotonous tone of reports from this 
market can not be varied. The situation 
has*not altered unless it be for the worse. 
Flour is a dragging sale. The supply of 
spring wheat flour exceeds the demand. 
There is not much demand for Minnesota 
clear, as it is relatively too dear compared 
with patent. The following quotations 
are per sack of 280 lbs, net c.i.f: 





Minnesota first patent ............ 26s sd@2 29s 
Minnesota second patent. : 
Minnesota first clear..... : 
Minnesota low grade.............. 15s € 
pO SE ere 27s 8d@2ss 
no cai cw bine eile 33s) @35s iid 
Town household, ex-mill.......... 26s @. 
RRA rer £4 7s tid 


Sales ex-store, not including commission 
would represent an additional cost of 9d@I1s per 
sack 





Amsterdam 


AMSTERDAM, March 1.—(Special Cabl: 
—Without displaying any activity, this 
market is firm at hardening prices. Quo 
tations in this market are as follows, «: 
livered terms per 100 kilos (220!¢ Ibs) : 
Minnesota first patent........ 16.00@..... florins 
Minnesota second patent.... 15.50@..... florins 
PIvGG GCIOAP . 005 50. s.c cscs seee 10.50@10.62 flor 
Choice low grade 7.75@ 7.87 flori 









Buckwheat Flour 


H. J. Klingler & Co., Butler, Pa: Tra: 
in buckwheat flour has shown unexpect««! 
activity and we look for the season to clo 
with all stocks exhausted, both as to flo 
and grain. Weare still in the market f: 
grain, as we are daily getting orders f« 
flour. Feed has been slow of sale, but the 
demand is improving and we anticipate 
larger sale until spring. We understand 
farmers are holding their wheat, waiting 
as they usually do, for the price to dro 
before they sell. 





Contrary to general reports, the Cor 
Products Co. plant at Oswego, recent!) 
destroyed by fire, was fplly insured 
Enough progress has been made by the in 
surance adjusters to assure officials of th: 
company that the damage done will no! 
exceed $125,000. The plant will be rebuil! 
at once. The Oswego plant was burned 
about a year ago, but was rebuilt, 
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JAPAN OF TODAY 


John M. Turner Visits Island of Nippon and Describes, From a 
Business Man’s Standpoint, Conditions There 


To visit Japan in war time may not be 
the best time to see the beauties of the 
country, but if the fact that Japan is at 
war has made any difference in the scene- 
ry, or the people, or their hospitality, or 
their habits, a stranger would not know 
it. ‘oa westerner Japan presents man 
peculiar conditions. s a business man 
visited it, and find myself puzzled to get a 
correct solution of the problem. 

The people have very few wants, viewed 
from our standpoint, and they get along 
with very little. Labor is very cheap. Able 
bodied men, capable of doing a good day’s 
work can be employed at $10 per month, 
and the man feeds himself and supports a 
family on the wage. A dozen men go out 
in a fishing boat, work all day, sell their 
catch, and divide less than fifty cents 
each, out of which they pay for the up- 
keep of the boat. Men in small sampans 
dredge the harbor by dragging nets alon 
it, saving the coal, tin cans and other stu 
they catch, and support their families out 
of the proceeds. I saw 864 men, women and 
children put 2,000 tons of coal into a steam- 
er at Nagasakiin eight hours. Allowin 
that there were 64 children passing bac 
the baskets for their parents, and were not 
paid for it, it would leave 15 cents per day 
for the grown persons, for they got $120 
for the job. All they ate during the day 
was about a pound of rice per person, for 
they had it with them, and only stopped 
long enough to eat it, right where they 
worked. Here you find people willing to 
work all day, and handle per person two 
and a half tons of coal, and feed them- 
selves for 15c¢ per day. 

In all the cities of Japan you can get 
“rickshaw’’ men to draw you inacarriage 
a distance of two miles, and never go off a 
keen run, for seven and a half cents. If 
you have taken a train to Tokio and will 
return to Yokohama, they will ask the 
train you will return by, and meet you, 
having waited perhaps an hour, to earn 
another seven and a half cents hauling 
you back to your hotel. They run all the 
time no matter what the distance, and I 
am told that the average life of a ‘‘rick- 
shaw’? man is only five years, as his heart: 
wears out, and he drops dead some day 
with apoplexy. 

CHARACTER OF THE PEOPLE 

Beautiful embroidery comes from Japan. 
Iam told the finest work is done by men, 
as the women have to support the chil- 
dren, and keep the house clean. The eyes 
of these fine workers give out very quick- 
ly, and they become blind. When blind 
they do not become burdens upon their 
families or the community, as they take 
up basket work, and many of them do 
massage as well as it can be done in Swed- 
en. Upon notice a strong, able-bodied man 
will call at your house, massage a patient 
vigorously for any length of time re- 
quired, and as often as necessary, for ten 
cents an hour, but the man will be blind. 
‘he Japanese are clean in person and their 
houses and boats are models of cleanliness 
and order. They wear shoes made of 
wood, raised a few inches from the ground 
to keep the feet dry. They eat rice, sea- 
weed and vegetables, with occasional 
pieces of meat thoroughly cooked, but the 
last is eaten in very small quantities, and 
at irregular intervals. Days will often 
pass between the mouthfuls of meat a 
hard-working man will get. They all go 
poorly clad, from a western viewpoint, yet 
they do not seem to suffer from the cold. 
In the summer time the rickshaw men 
wear a pair of trousers about the size of a 
pair of bathing trunks, and a straw hat to 

cep the sun off. Even in winter they go 
sire legged to their knees, with straw 

ippers to protect their feet from small 
ones, and to keep them from slipping. 

I never saw men do work better, or work 

irder than do the boatmen and laborers 

out the cities I visited. There was no 
hirking, each man did his job, carried bis 
vad, or worked his oar as well as the next 
1e, and all were cheerful and apparently 
appy. No one ever saw a_better-natured 
it of workers than you will find at any 

»b in Japan. The people are very polite 

) each other, and to strangers. They are 

ood merchants, excellent mechanics, clev- 

‘artists, and can imitate anything you 

ring them. The best way to secure a fit 

rom a tailor is to give him a garment that 
its you, and tell him to duplicate it, 
hich he will do even to the patches in 
he lining, or darned places in the fabric. 
Vhile all Japan wears the kimona, the fin- 
st garments for evening wear for Euro- 
ean and American ladies are made better 
nd cheaper than they can be gotten else- 
vhere. 

RICE CULTIVATION 

Japan has a population of about 45 mil- 

ions and is increasing at the rate of half 
million per year. The principal food is 
ice, as I have said, and this rice takes 
more labor and costs more time than any 





other cereal eaten by man, to raise. It 
grows under water in little half acre 
patches. It is first planted under glass, 
and then transplanted, plant by plant, by 
people standing knee-deep in cold water, 
their feet in mud infested with bugs, 
snails, lizzards and all other natural en- 
emies of the rice plant. This transplant- 
ing can — be done after the old stalks 
of the previous crop have been grubbed up 
with a hoe, the workmen willing in the 
cold water all the time. After the trans- 

lanting, the growth must be watched as 
s no other vegetable product, to keep the 
enemies from getting away with the plant 
before the man gets it. If labor was worth 
fifteen cents per day the cultivation of rice 
by hand labor would have to cease. As it 
is, —. raises only part of what is con- 
sumed, much being shipped in from Ran- 
goon. This also takes the place of some 
that is exported as the quality of Japanese 
rice is better than Chinese or Indian rice. 
Here you see the people are exporting their 
good stuff and importing alike cereal that 
is not as good for their own food, as the 
a exports his butter and eats a substi- 
ute. 

There are a lot more economic facts I 
could mention, but enough are here given 
to make my argument. If these people can 
work for the small wage mentioned, and 
eat the food they do, and be satisfied, what 
is the sense of the American going there 
with his high-priced products, made with 
the dearest labor on earth, and spend any 
energy in trying to get his trade or sell 
him foodstuffs? That is the question the 
business man will ask, and it is justified 
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ternal improvements themselves, such as 
railroad building, laying of water mains 
and construction of public works. Fran- 
chises in Japan will be owned by the Jap- 
anese, they tell me, and not by foreigners, 
and while foreign capital may be interest- 
ed in the shape of stock and bond invest- 
ments based upon a prospectus made by 
Japanese owners. The population of the 
island of Nippon, the largest island, is 
about 425 persons to the square mile of 
land, and a lot of it is nearly as perpep- 
dicular as the walls of a house. The Jand 
capable of cultivation has long been 
worked, and three crops per year off 
some of it, shows how earnestly it is 
worked. When Japan develops as I predict 
she will, many people now engaged in 
farming, fishing and sailing, will be 
brought into manufacturing and railroad- 
ing life. This change will distribute cash, 
and cause a demand for food products and 
other necessities which an impoverished 
purse now makes impossibie. 
CONSUMPTION OF FLOUR 

Japan is now eating about a million 
barrels of flour per year from America; it 
varies acording to the price of the flour, 
and of rice, and of flour from other coun- 
tries. Australia has done something with 
Japan at the expense of America in the 
flour business this year, and will do more 
if America continues above an export 
basis. It will be readily seen that a people 
as poor as the Japanese can not afford to 
follow a speculative market in America. 
As soon as American flour gets above a 
certain price, which the Jap figures very 
closely, he cuts it out of his domestic econ- 
omy, forgets it, and buys something else. 

American maize should sell in enormous 
quantities in Japan. It is a starchy food, 
and they like starch. The American gov- 
ernment could well afford to subsidize a 
movement to develop the demand for 
maize products in Japan, instead of using 
the effort in Europe where the peoples’ 
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by the facts. The trade of Japan would 
not be worth three cents to the American, 
were it not for the changes that are being 
worked at the present time. 


THE ARMY 


Japan isat war. The people have learned 
quickly what their rights are, and how to 
protect them They have supplied their 
army with as good clothes and as many of 
them as any army ever wore. 

They have shipped food to their soldiers, 
supplied them with the best of everything 
they need, and have made them as con- 
tented as any soldiers can be on the field of 
battle. When these men come home, or 
when those who escape the Russian bul- 
lets come home, they are going to have 
different ideas and will pri J the kimona 
and stick to the other style of ciothing. 
They are going to have a lot of wants the 
others have not now got, and they will be 
better able to earn the money to supply 
them, as their knowledge will be much 
broader. The indemnity Japan will get, 
if she wins, will distribute a lot of money 
among the people, and if she gets no in- 
demnity, and wins, she will doubtless be 
able to sell to Manchuria the railroad she 
won from Russia, and possibly she can sell 
a few rehabilitated warships back to Rus- 
sia, fora sum equal to her interest ac- 
count. At all events, I figure that Japan 
will have a period of inflation after this 
war is done, that will carry her up and 
away from the present low state of her 
physical requirements. 


DAWN OF A NEW ERA 


People who pretend to know, say the 
awakening has already come, and that the 
day of fifteen-cent labor is passing away, 
never to return. They say the price of la- 
bor is double what it was before the war 
started, and that the people will not go 
back to the former scale of wages. They 
are becoming better merchants, are selling 
their products direct to consumers the 
world over, and in all matters are going 
direct. They have undertaken their in- 


habits of life practically prohibit the use 
of a starchy food. The money spent in in- 
troducing corn in Germany was wasted, 
as the natural food of the German is rye, 
and he gets enough of it. The same money 
spent in Japan would give a permanent 
trade of increasing proportions from the 
start. 

The analysis of corn and rice is practical- 
ly the same. So far as food purposes are 
concerned, corn will fill the place of rice. 
The negro of the south, or the Kaffir in 
South Africa does not want any other food 
than corn. Fully fifteen million peoplee at 
corn at some meal every day of the year in 
America, and they would not exchange it 
for rice. Why could not the enormous con- 
sumptive demand for a starchy cereal be 
supplied by the United States? If the rice 
eaters can be induced to look Americaward 
for their food supplies it appears to me 
they need not look in vain. We want an 
outlet for a large part of our corn crop, 
and not one bushel of it should be export- 
ed as grain but as manufactured articles, 
ready for food. So far as the shipments of 
the grain are concerned, Japan would 
stand just one cargo arrival on an Ameri- 
can inspection certificate, then she would 
quit. European importers have had some 
experiences on corn cargoes that can never 
be repeated with the Orient, if I can read 
people and can tell signs. 

J. M. TURNER. 

Yokohama, Dec. 20, 1904. 





Bradstreet’s reports the Week’s exports 
of corn from Atlantic and Gulf ports at 
8,827,000 bus, against 454,000 last year. Ex- 
ports since July 1 have been 42,299,000 bus, 
against 36,501,000 in 1903-4. 





Bradstreet’s reports the week’s exports 
of wheat and flour from the United States 
and Canada at 923,000 bus, against 2,091,- 
000 last year. Exports since July 1 ap- 
proximated 42,502,000 bus, against 108,- 
415,000 in 1903-4. 
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Strange Annex to Flour Mill 


In a paper read before the Michigan 
millers at their last meeting by Ion L. 
Shepherd on ‘‘Side Lines of Millers,’’ men- 
tion was made of different side lines which 
had been profitably adopted by millers 
under conditions peculiar to their partic- 
ular localities. 

Referring to the advisability of side 
lines for millers he said: 

‘Ordinarily, it is not wise for a man to 
spread himself over too many kinds of ac- 
tivities. This is particularly true of those 
following the milling industry, and I be- 
lieve the ones that meet with success will 
have little time left for diversion to other 
lines of business.’’ 

He said, however, that owing to the ad- 
verse conditions met by millers, caused 
principally by shortage of wheat and 
sharp competition, an adjunct had been 
found necessary not only by Michigan 
millers, but also by millers of the eastern, 
southern and southwestern states. 

Among the side lines mentioned by Mr. 
Shepherd were, bean handling, electric 
lighting plants, steam heating and power 
renting, stock raising and feeding, also 
dealing in lumber, salt, coal, cement and 
agricultural implements. He referred to 
creameries and grist mills which had been 
run in conjunction and said that, in some 
instances, printing establishments and 
mills were combined. 

But nothing quite so odd as the com- 
bination shown inthe accompanying illus- 
tration was even hinted at by Mr. Shep- 
herd. The building on the right, as he who 
runs may read, is dedicated to the service 
of the goddess Ceres. Possibly the reader 
would have to make several guesses before 
divining that the temple to the left is 
dedicated to Thespis. 

It was reserved for H. D. St. Jobn of 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, to establish this novel 
combination of dramatic and milling art. 
Whether he thought that the actors would 
rise to more lofty flights from association 
with a mill, or whether he expected the 
millers to be spurred onward in their ef- 
forts to excel by the contact with the 
dramatic artists is uncertain. 

Mr. St. John has this to say about it: 
‘*From my point of view it was built asa 
bread-winner, something that, when the 
milling business should entirely go bump, 
would keep the wolf from the door, and at 
least for a little while keep me on the out- 
side of the poorhouse, the doors of which 
have been yawning for me, as well as for 
my brother millers for years past. 

**Each year, the ascent toward the brow 
of the hill seems less steep, and the motion 
more rapid, accelerated by 50-lb wheat, 
railroad greed and the mad scramble to 
see who can make the lowest price and 
confer upon the trade the most favors. 

‘**T trust, however, that in the sweet bye- 
and-bye, rebates will be unknown, double 
discounts (except for our bad deeds) will 
not be the rule, and that all good millers 
may enjoy a happy existence, free from 
care.”’ 

Mr. St. John has since proceeded to 
realize his hopes for ‘‘all good millers,’’ 
by placing the responsibilities of his busi- 
ness on younger shoulders, and retiring to 
a great extent from active business. 

This theater, which may be called the 
first mill-theater, though many a mill has 
been the theater of most dramatic epi- 
sodes, is a vaudeville house and seats 800. 
The stage is 38x20. It is shut off from the 
auditorium by a solid fire wall. The 
dressing rooms under the stage have con- 
crete floors and brick partition, so the risk 
of fire is minimized. 

The building is heated by steam from 
the boiler of the mill. The woodwork of 
the interior is birch, natural finish. The 
ceiling is of metal lath. Actors who are 
going all over the country, pronounce the 
mill-theater the most beautiful house of 
its class in the United States, so millers 
have reason to be proud of the first mill- 
theater. 


The Murray Iron Works Co. 

Those contemplating the purchase of 
engines and boilers will doubtless be in- 
terested in the photographic reproduction 
of letters to the Murray Iron Works Co. 
about its Corliss engines and the Murray 
boilers. Four books are issued. The first 
refers to electrical work. In this, which 
is perhaps the most trying work for an 
engine, the Murray Corliss appears to have 
been especially successful. The writers are 
enthusiastic over the steady running of 
the engines under widely-varying loads. 

Part two contains letters from engine 
users in various industries. Part three 
refers to flour mills and elevators. Letters 
are given from many millers and elevator 
men scattered from Texas to Washington 
speaking in highest terms of the efficiency 
and economy of the Murray engine and 
the small repair bill. The governor isa 
feature that receives favorable comment 
from many writers. 

Copies of these letters can be had by ad- 
dressing the Murray Iron Works Co., 
Burlington, Iowa. 








George Cooper, a miller at Ableman, 
Wis., was killed in his mill on Feb. 18 by 
being caught in the machinery. 
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New South Wales 


Special Correspondence 


Uninteresting conditions have prevailed 
in the Australian wheat market during 
the past month. Prices remain about the 
same as they were four weeks ago. The 
business transacted has been light, as the 
rates asked by holders and growers are 
above the parity of Mark Lane. Accord- 
ing to the last cables to hand lower values 
are indicated but possessors of grain on 
this side appear to be unanimous in favor 
of firmly hanging on to their stocks in- 
stead of quitting. ; 

Approximately, the commonwealth will 
have 24 million bushels of wheat for ex- 
port this year; tonnage for fully half that 
quantity has been provided for during 
the first three months, so that there re- 
mains some twelve million bushels to ar- 
range for during the next nine months. 

In Sydney, buyers are offering 3s 4d@3s 
414d with little result. The millers are 
picking the eyes out of the wheat, giving 
15@1d a bu more for the choicest samples. 
In Melbourne, wheat on spot is scarce; 
3s 4d is quoted and for February delivery, 
3s 3!¢d(@33 4d. These rates also prevail in 
Adelaide and Brisbane. 

Flour is selling in Sydney at from £8 to 
£8 10s per 2,000 Ibs, according to make and 
parcel, the bulk of the sales being nearer 
£8 than over it. Flour for export can be 
obtained in Melbourne at £7 17s 6d f.o.b. 
while for bakers’ use, £8 and £8 5s is 
asked. 

Adelaide quotes £7 15s for ordinary roll- 
er flour and up to £8 5s for the leading 
brands. Owing to the high rates in 
America, stocks of Manitoba and hard 
wheat flour have dwindled down to almost 
nothing. The difference in cost is too ex- 
cessive for even mixing purposes during 
the hot, muggy weather. 

The continued dry weather has raised 
the rates for offal to a degree which mill- 
ers highly appreciate. Quotations are: 
Sydney, bran 9d per bu (20 lbs); pollard, 1s 
3d per bu; Melbourne, bran 94d and pol- 
lard, 1s; Adelaide, bran, 9!¢d, and pollard, 
Is. 

The exports from the commonwealth 
during 1904 easily constituted a record. 
They may be stated as follows: 

Wheat, Flour, 

bus tons 

New South Wales 10,401,000 25,000 
Victoria 16,247,000 40,100 
South Australia... 7,195,000 35,500 
Queensland 204,000 1,200 264,000 


Totals........... 34,047,000 102,400 39,137,000 


The estimated surplus was 46 million 
bushels, so that the carry over is about 
seven million bushels, of which New South 
Wales holds the greater part. 


NOTES 


A number of Victorian country millers 
are endeavoring to establish an export 
trade to Europe in flour on co-operative 
basis. 

The Murrumbidgee Co-operative Milling 
Co., Ltd., Wagga, N. S. W., netted only 
£1,200 last year. No dividend was paid. 
The mill had recently been enlarged to an 
output of 19 bags an hour. 

The Victorian wheat crop, officially es- 
timated to produce 21,299,000 bus in De- 
cember, is now estimated by the govern- 
ment statist at 18,241,950 bus, or from 8 to 
14 bus tothe acre. It is short ten million 
bushels from the previous year. Victoria 
will have about 1044 million bushels for 
export this season. 

Thirty French vessels are included in 
the Australian grain fleet of over 100 
ships, chartered to convey grain to Europe. 
Charterers, it appears, do not care much 
for the French bounty-fed vessels, as they 
state that the cargo 1s not handled as care- 
fully as in British bottoms, and another 
drawback is that the associated under- 
writers charge 14 per cent more insurance 
premium, the reason assigned being that 
the French ships are jerry built. 

The New Year was ushered in in parts 
of New South Wales with appalling bush 
fires which laid waste huge tracts of wheat 
country and wrought great destruction to 
property. Several lives were lost in heroic 
attempts to beat back the devastating 
flames, and scores of families have been 
rendered destitute and homeless. The 
government and the citizens have come to 
the rescue and already many thousands of 
pounds have been subscribed for the relief 
of the sufferers. At the time of the out- 
breaks the state was in the throes of a 
great heat wave, the temperature inland 
averaging from 110 to 120 degrees in the 
shade for days. 

The Sydney Chamber of Commerce has 
fixed the standard for this season’s New 
South Wales wheat at 5914 lbs per imperial 
bu, representing grain of fair average 
quality. Last year the standard was 61 
Ibs. The lightness of the new grain is due 
to adverse climatic conditions just prior 
to harvesting. ‘The chamber asked 150 
millers, agricultural associations and 
other persons to submit f.a.q. samples of 
their respective districts’ crop but only 
wenty replies were received; so that the 


Ager’te 
in bus 
11,651,000 
18,252,000 
8,970,000 
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effort of the chamber has been largely dis- 
counted. The South Australian standard 
is 63 lbs, the wheat being of exceptionally 
good quality. The Victorian standard has 
not been arranged yet, but it is believed 
that it will be about 61 or 611¢ Ibs. 


JOHN R. WALLACE. 
Sydney, N.S. W., Jan. 22. 





Argentina 


Special Correspondence 


The Santa Fé government has published 
the final returns of the 1903-4 harvest, and 
although these are a year late they are, 
nevertheless, of interest. The total wheat 
and flaxseed crop for that season amounted 
to 1,462,297 tons, and the value of same 
after deducting the necessary quantities 
for seed purposes, is put down as $96,758,- 
446 paper or say $42,573,000 gold. The av- 
erage yield per hectare was 907 kilos wheat, 
equal to about 13!¢ bus per acre, and 783 
flaxseed. The crop area for the 1904-05 
harvest shows an increase of 179,568 hec- 
tares. 

The province of Santa Fé during the past 
season provided one-third of the wheat 
grown inthe country. The total amounted 
to 3,460,078 tons, and of this Santa Fé pro- 
duced 1,063,971 tons or 30.74 per cent. Four 
departments produced 68.6 per cent of the 
Santa Fé crop, these being, Castellanos, 
26.6 per cent; San Martin, 14.7; Las Colo- 
nias, 14.6; and General Lopez, 12.7. The 
approximate value of the wheat crop ex- 
clusive of that required for seed purposes 
is put down at $66.756,036 paper. 

The cultivation of flaxseed has been con- 
stantly increasing in the province, and for 
the year under review Santa Fé contrib- 
uted nearly 20 per cent of the total produc- 
tion. During the past five years the prov- 
ince has produced 1,185,812 tons of flax- 
seed, and Buenos Aires 937,025 tons. The 
approximate value of the crop exclusive of 
that reserved for seed purposes is put down 
at $30,000,410 paper. 

The entre Rios government in its report 
for 1903 04 states that the soil of the prov- 
ince is naturally rich in nutritive matter 
for plants, and its productive power has 
been placed in evidence during the past 
years. An average temperature during 
the winter months of 18 degrees C. (64 de- 
grees Fahrenheit) a rainfall averaging 932 
mm (37 inches) frosts generally confined 
to the months of May to August, very lit- 
tle hail, abundance of organic matter in 
the soil, all these make it well suited 
for the cultivation of cereals. At present 
only about 12 per cent of its area is under 
cereals, but this is due to the fact that the 
province is also very well adapted to cat- 
tle raising. 

During the past year, several laws were 
sanctioned granting facilities for coloniza- 
tion purposes, and a considerable amount 
of fiscal land was sold for this purpose. 

The crop in Entre Rios in 1903-04 gave 
the following yield per hectare: wheat, 922 
kilos or 13.68 bus per acre; flaxseed, 1,030; 
corn, 1,222. The highest yield for wheat 
took place in the following years: 1887, 
1,070; 1899, 1,120; 1893, 1,160. In 1896 it fell 
to 106 kilos, or less than four bushels per 
acre. 

The wheat crop amounted to 187,803: 
flaxseed, 146,185, and corn 100,877. All of 
these were valued at $18,716,940, asagainst 
$13,026,250 for 1902-3, and 9,645,000 for 
1901-02. 

Referring to the milling industry in 
1903, the report states that there were 
thirty-six mills at work, which milled 33,- 
420 tons of wheat producing 20,958 tons of 
flour. Of flour 18,070 tons were used for 
home consumption, 2,869 were exported. 

Our wheat market has been very ani- 
mated during the past week and prices 
have been satisfactory, especially for the 
superior qualities. Prices closing, special, 
$6.80; Barleta and Russian, $670; and 
French and Hungarian, $6.65, per 100 kilos, 
on track at the port. 

WHEAT EXPORTS AND STOCKS 


Exports for week 
Exports, new crop (to Jan. 18) 
Same period 1904. . ; 

OOP cc ccesccsssses ° oe 
Stocks at port = 

The flaxseed market opened with good 
prices; on Monday the price was $%6.475 
with four per cent impurity allowance. 
Good news from Kurope, however, sent 
up prices and these closed last Saturday 
at 87.475 per 100 kilos. Exports for the 
week were 5,063 tons, bringing the total to 
date to 13,810 tons. Same period 1904, 21,- 
526; year, 1904, 910,490. Stock in the ports, 
10,000 tons. The following are compara- 
tive prices: « 

1905, per 

100 kilos 
$6.80@6.°0 

6.70@6.825 
6.474%4@7.50 
4535 to 48% 
5.08 to 


1904, per 
100 kilos 
$6.156.30 
7.00@7.20 
48% to 48%, 
5.08 to 5.09 


Locusts are again coming to the fore. 
This year they can do no damage to the 
crops, but unless the authorities take 
prompt measures to destroy young hop- 
pers, we are threatened with the prospects 
of a worse locust plague than that which 


Wheat, barletta, for 
milling 

Wheat, for export.... 

Flaxseed, 4 pe basis... 

Exchange to London.. 

Exhange on Paris..... 


visited the Egyptians in the time of Moses. 
The above is what a certain section of the 
press would have us believe, but for my 
part I do not think it is quite as bad as 
painted. Nevertheless it behooves the 
government to take the necessary oe to 
exterminate the pest as soon as possible 

News of the wheat threshing from all 
parts continues satisfactory and in some 
cases unexpectedly good results have 
—— up. The rain has been pretty gen- 
eral and there are only a very few com- 
plaints now coming to hand as to the 
—s of the maize crop. Some damage 
by the cyclone which visited the districts 
of Drysdale and Chiascomus in Buenos 
-Aires province is reported. In Drysdale, 
the worst of the storm was felt, and the 
amount of loss in roofs, buildings and ce- 
real stacks will be heavy. In Chascomus 
the hailstorm was particularly severe, aud 
wrought great havoc among the crops and 
orchards. Rain was much needed there, 
but was certainly not welcome in such an 
undesirable form. 

A friend in the Coronal Suarez district 
writes as follows: ‘‘We are having mag- 
nificent weather for the harvest in these 
parts. Harvest is in full swing, and the 
threshers will very shortly be at work. 
The cyclone and heavy rains of a fortnight 
ago did a certain amount of harm to any 
wheat that was fairly ripe. The Austra- 
lian harvesting machines are doing excel- 
lent work in these parts, averaging 60 to 
75 bags per day, per machine. The sam- 
ple of wheat is decidedly good, but in 
three and four year old chacras, there is 
a lot of black oat. 

‘*Livestock in general, is in good order, 
notably on the alfalfares. Labor is plen- 
tiful for the harvest and the rates of wages 
are very little higher than last year, 
thanks to the large number of hands that 
have come from Europe. Peons (common 
laborers), however, for estancia work, are 
unobtainable except at harvest wages. 
Cartage for wheat is at present reasonable, 
but will be scarce later on. In fine, every- 
thing for the estanciero seems ‘couleur de 
rose.’ The camps, as usual at this time of 
the year, are somewhat dried up, but the 
alfalfares are looking splendid.’’ 


ARGENTINE CROP SCARES 


Mail reports up to Dec. 16, bring me 
many interesting items respecting the 
anxiety in British and North American 
wheat circles over the progress of the Ar- 
gentine harvest. One paper puts the mat- 
ter thus: ‘‘News from Argentine has been 
slightly unfavorable as regards weather, 
although the excellent prospects are in 
the main unimpaired. Rain has to some 
extent interfered with harvest work in the 
earlier provinces in which it had already 
begun, is the general view held by houses 
here who have branches in Buenos Aires 
is that, although the crop may be some- 
what later in moving thanif the weather 
had remained fine, no substantial damage 
had been done'so far. 

‘*‘Apprehension is felt with regard to the 
future, as only a small beginning has as 
yet been made towards securing the crop. 
In such a fickle climate as the Plate, how- 
ever, apprehension respecting harvest re- 
ports must be regarded as a hardy annual, 
and, as the bulk of the work has yet to be 
taken in hand, and in the more southern 
provinces can hardly be completed before 
the middle of next month, there is yet a 
considerable period during which uncer- 
tainty must prevail, and the misery mon- 
gers may transact their lugubrious trade. 

‘‘A very alarmist report that the crop 
was affected by rust, and that this blight 
was making rapid progress, seems to have 
been cabled to Chicago by Mr. Inglis, an 
expert sent from the United States to re- 
port on the situation in Argentina. The 
report was promptly cabled to this side 
from several points in America, with the 
result that most United Kingdom houses 
interested in the Argentina trade, who 
have their own offices, at once cabled out 
for special information regarding the dam- 

‘*Taking the replies as a whole the pres- 
ence of rust does not seem to have been 
much dwelt upon, so that probably the 
evil has been much pe BO the report 
of Chicago.’’ 

From the foregoing it will be gathered 
that to the many evils we have to endure, 
has to be added the presence of Yankee 
crop experts who are going to illustrate 
the North American ways of making 
scares for market purposes. I can not con- 
gratulate the expert on his acumen over 
the appearance of rust. The sensational 
items he must have cabled away to create 
such a rush to the cables for confirmatiou 
as we now know took place, would be very 
interesting reading. 

The few details of these messages pub- 
lished, to the effect that the crop was af- 
fected by rust and that this blight was 
making rapid progress do not fully convey 
the nature of this report. Doubtless the 
people who stand the expenses of the ex- 
pert’s journey expect something substan- 
tial for their outlay, and in the absence of 
any other alarming news that might look 
creditable, the expert hit on the late Cana- 
dian scare—rust. It turned out an exag- 
geration in Canada, and it has had even a 
sadder end in Argentina. 


March 1, 1905 


One thing is certain in this connection 
and that is that there are more people jp 
the market desirous of receiving false jp. 
formation from travelling experts, than 
there are who only desire exact facts. The 
Liverpool market was that way during the 
scare, and everything was done to make 
me cable news of that déscription. 

Even papers which at the commence. 
ment stood by my messages, finally went 
over to the enemy. I hope they feel satis. 
fied now that the scare is ended and they 
find themselves in the wrong, while I have 
the satisfaction of knowing that my ¢a- 
bles were correct. 

The sending out of American experts 
appears to me a waste of money. We have 
had several wandering round the country; 
one was out for the firm of Armour; thep 
we had Mr. Inglis, and some others that I 
did not meet. These gentlemen are doubt- 
less first-class men in their own country, 
but they are as great a failure here ag [ 
should be, should I go tothe United States 
to estimate your crop in a two month’s 
visit. Our climatic conditions are so very 
different from yours, and Mr. Inglis con- 
fessed to me that he had received numer- 
ous surprises during his trip around the 
fields. At this Iam not at all surprised. 
It requires years to understand thorough- 
ly our crop conditions. 

GOOD YEAR FOR RIO MILL 

Presiding at the annual meeting of the 
Rio de Janeiro Mills & Granaries, Ltd., E 
Lacy Weigall called attention to the ‘act 
that the ot of flour manufactured 
and sold was the largest in the history of 
the company, in spite of keen competition 
from the Argentine mills. The net profit 
for the year was £44,833. Adding thereto 
the balance of £12,508 brought forward 
from last year, the total was £57,431; £5,- 
000 had been transferred to the reserve 
fund, which now stood at £52,000, leaving 
£52,341 to be dealt with. 

One shilling per share was distributed 
in June last as an interim dividend, and 
the directors proposed to divide another 
1s 6d per share, leaving a balance of +£12,- 
651 to be carried forward. The business, 
the chairman added, was now a very old 
one, but that did not mean that it was be- 
coming old fashioned. Whatever success 
might continue to attend the mills was 
dependent on the up-keep of the machin- 
ery and on taking advantage of the im- 
provements which experience taught and 
science and inventive skill presented to 
them. Theirs was not an easy business to 
manage. It required constant vigilance, 
discretion and judgment, especially as 
they had two gold and two paper curren- 
cies to deal with. 

CONDITIONS IN URUGUAY 

My Montevideo mail just to hand brings 
the following: It may be safely assumed 
that the wheat crop for the present season 
is going to establish the record for this 
country. Last week my informant visited 
the Colonia department which is regarded 
as the wheat field of the republic, and 
without seeing the farms it would be difti- 
cult to credit the enormous yield. Thresh- 
ing is slow, however, owing toanumber of 
machines having been sent over to Buenos 
Aires, and the want of horses for traus- 
port as a consequence of the late revolu- 
tion, is being much felt, so that it may 
not unlikely require months for the entire 
product to reach the ports for exportation. 
The quality is good and will give a gener- 
al return of 80 kilos to the hectolitre (2.83 
bus) and in some districts as much as 82 
and even 84 kilos will be given. 

SOUTHERN ARGENTINA 

The news from Bahia Blanca is to the 
effect that the wheat in the whole of the 
southern district is turning out splendid; 
82-kilo wheat is very common and in some 
parts it has tested over 85 kilos. To the 
west the result is almost the same, splen- 
did quality and bine J heavy. So far, wheat 
is coming into market very slowly indeed 
there is none on offer. How long this sit- 
uation is to exist, it is difficult to say. 
The farmers have plenty of money and are 
holding on for arise. In this I think they 
will be disappointed. 

ERNESTO DANVERS. 

Buenos Aires, Jan. 18. 


Nordyke & Marmon Roller Mills 


The Nordyke & Marmon Co. of Indian 
apolis, Ind., has issued catalogue No. 4! 
relating exclusively to roller mills. Av 
excellent illustration of the vast works of 
the company faces the index. A full « 
scription is given of the various types 0! 
roller mills made by the company, whic!) 
include flaking rolls with special feed for 
wet cereals and three pair high six-rolle! 
mills. All the various details that con 
tribute to the excellence of the Nordyke ¢ 
Marmon roller mill are explained by cut» 
and letter press. Special attention is give: 
to the adjustment, the feeding devices an’ 
the scrapers. The dimensions of ordinary 
rollers given in the catalogue vary from 
7x14 up to 10x42 inches, while flaking roll 
are made as large as 18x30. In addition to 
illustrations of separate roller mills there 
are several cuts showing roller mill instal 
lations. Some highly Com piinenynary let 
ters about the mills from leading milling 
firms grinding both hard and soft wheat 
are also given. 














